ſtorica 
Amorous, Ke. in Preſe an 
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'TO 'T-HE 


'HONO ; RABLE 
Sir FOHN TRENCHARD ; D; 


Their Majeſties. Principal FR 
cretary of State: | And otie 
of the Lords of their /Maje- 


_ Nics moſt Honourable Priv vy 
Council. - 


Honour d Ret ie off 10FA6- © 

am fo far from boils Rn 4 o 
five of the Cenſure of any think | 
A. ing Man, tor Dedicating a Book 
of this Nature to a Man of your'Steti- 
on, chat I'm ſatis! yed [ ſhou'd haveimn- 
nur '4 your Merit in. chooling any. 0- 
$ : ther 


very fureche 


/ 


The Foie "FI 


"a Patron for That.in which the Glo- '| 
ry of the ENGLISH NATION 63 in 


ſome Degree defended: fur tho' I 


confeſs the States Man ( according to 
_ otir Modern:/Notion) has little to:do 


with the enſuing Diſcourſes ; yet I'm 
RUE ENGLISH MAN 


(a Name I know you far more value) 


muſt extreamly. intereſt you in them; 


for. the Patrzuts. Zeal ought to ex- 
tend. to the Glory, as well as Happy- 


zeſs of kis Country: ſo that you muſt 
: be pleas d to ſhelter with your Pro- 


teftion, a Piece that aims/at a Vindi- 


"cation of our known RIGHT and 
HONOUR, which are impiouſly in- 


vaded; and as weakly, as ignobly be- 


gotted :Veneration-for a former Age. 
| But*Poetry, Sir, will appear from the 
following Eſſays, to be a Prize we 


o_ no more-to o ſurrender to Foreign 


Nat!i- 


ay'd to a Foreign People, by a big- | 


The Epift " For _g 


arionk than our Conrgge or Liberty. . 
| For Greece and Rome, who. have gh 
ven us (the nobleſt Examples of the 
| Latter, have been the moſt famous, 
for the Former. And. as we are not 
| inferior to _either,-of. thoſe Commons. 
W ealths , . Int, the Honor of Arms ,: 


can never pee them the pregodence 


in Poetry. MI 

_ Nor 1s this Glory b plead for, Lmeer 
Noitionary , Fantom , which affords no- 
Benefit. to the Public, as 1s evident 
from. its very Nature and Deſign, as 


well- as the Authority. of the Wiki 

"Nations, who have Efteem'd POE 

| very neceſſary, as well as very Hon- 

| curable Members: of the Common- 
Wealth... "This Athens thought, when 
on-the loſs of Enpolis in a Sea, Fight, 
ſhe decreed that no Poet ſhou'd for the | 
future, ;ever venture himſelf in _ the 

"0 -"* War, 


In 4 Foot Dollcor j 
wie! \"Jeaſt MG one Fatal Blow, 6 | 


5 wk 


Bur this 'Viadtion «hich Giects 
Pp APN ke Poers, i built on the 1 1hnate | 

EO ice of "their Art: Pheafure 15 
_ the Sovereign Aim of all Men, tis chat 
which the: $51 naturally ad juſtly 
deſires, and for, which *tis made, and 
Wi vat OOTY ofezte eſt Stozc petſues; - for} 


\*> 13 


tis Ithix ofible” Tr any Man 'to defire 


72, Now” Poetry do's not only 
ike! *Pleaſit are”, "its 'Mediny; "but its 
Aint and. {o emf ploys the fareſt Means 

| fo 6htain the ERA Ed.” Majeſtic | 


and! dlightful. Numbers , ſurprizing 
ET "Roble Thotiphrs, and Charming 


.. 


ITT Tons, KUL Fe all 'the Faculties 

| Cul, £6 reve the Mighty Lef- 
þ He iparrs! Which afFrerminate in 

hr e moſt Solid, and Rational Pleafure. 


For 


The Epiſtle Nadicorory, 
For they either eſtabliſh ik: Vi rtye 
by 2 great. Example, or by the fame, 
mow. lome Vice, or redicule,, and | 

aſh ſome Folly., that ma be: i Urts . 
qus to, our Hoppyneſs, ; jel Effabliſh- 
ment of which on the. Baſis of Virtue 
and Wiſdow, fixes us. in the Hyect 
Prjoyment. of the Greateſt and: molt la- 
d ftingot Pleaſures... ; 

ER As a farther Proof. of Pottry $, « 
J inga Friend to, and. promoter | -Þ Vir- 
zxe; and an.\Enemy to Vice, 'tis obſer- 
yable, that all the Heroes 2 Men of 
Virtue of Antiquity. lovd-and ERCOU- 
rag'd Poetry , and that the worſt of 


ways vetlecated, and-hated the Poets, 
_ as their known and moſt dangerous. F- 
nemies, for.chey. wou'd ſpare no. Vice 
1n the IR powerful Offenders. Lican 
tear'd not.in the time of the greateſt 
Tyrant of the Caſars , to extoll Cato 
A 4 \ the 


Princes, and greateſt TYRANTS: al- ; 


vrfH Dedieniy. 


ET oft obſtinats Stickler © for his 
Sountrys Libetty againſt che firſt of 
oy , d he choofes rather ts condemn 
Ten nee for | the ſucceſs;the' deftroy- 
ers of rhe Liberty. of Kone met with, 
that pot. praiſe : Cato for dying with his 
fatlh D Wo une y. Vier cauſa dys 
Pplatnit, [ed V, 1 Catoni. The FOETS 
indeed hav :been the bold Perſtcurors 
of. Vice-1 0 all "Ab ind kave. ever re- 
warded Vir rue LON Immortality They 
Are by geficial fo Poſterity, by conveying | 
-\_ XO- 1t the” 'moſk,” prevailing” Motives 
| Altcious Exainpie G, ſo that he thar is 

7 66] netous Patton'of the MUSES, 15 
'F Ben efaQor to ages | to COME, ; As well 
a3 to the Prefect." 

Carmes' amat 4 ofquis, © Carmine Dig gerit. 
13 & Fett tan Erurh : For the very Ma" 
esfor performing Verrnous Attions, 
'Q for the cares of thoſe that make 
, at <te:nal, 755 the good of Others, 
? thc 


the public's Benef T6 which \ Si 7% 
your whole LE wi Endeavours | 
Ving | Jeen 2&aloſly applyed, F cannot 
doubr but you will by _ patronizing 
Poetry, compleat the noble eni -of your 
Jononrable A Ambition.” "heremay -0- 
ſterity ſee in YOU, Sir, ſuck a pattetr 
of Fortitude, Temperande; Wiſdom, Fix 
ſte, Bounty , and all other. Virtues 
that make a "Man truly Great, that 00k 
pying Yow alone; wou'd: nikike ' em all 
7ppy and"Good. Fm too" unckilfuba 
Dawher to dare to ventiire'6n drawing 
{6 n6blean Trtiage; as both your piivate | 
and public; Fife" compoſe!” « Þ-can'\ne- 
ver reach up to thatGetierous Conftan- 
cy to your Friends in the midſt of your 
Suffering, which has to/my knowledge 
raid ſome'ts Wealth, 1t-not'Content. 
'How can Tever hope to'give the leaft 
Idea of your preſent OharaQer, when 
your Loveforthe Public Good tranf- 
ports yu Yom private Repoſe to Bu- 
>: -M neſs, 


Buſineſs, a whe Ag wkel thas 
morexthan-thoſe only,whomyouknow, | 
may: (bare tn the Bldings of Fans Ad; | 
MOIANOR. ” rs 

Anat 1s Self-iatereſt, ſepa rate 
from the- Public Good, .. has been. 4p 6 

farw'd to prevail oyar moſt Steteſmex, 
which.made the World putiuch a vaſt 
WinQion betwſixt the Stateſman And 
the Patriat,as to makerem irrecongt- 
feable ; but You, Sir,contradi@ ſo, e- 
_ _neralan Obſervation, finceweall, agree, 

SHALE: 1 M1 Y;QU- the Patriot and Stateſ) mate 
are,eminenyly waited... Tour Soul is. too 
barge,.tqo Nable;to be wretchedly con- 
_ Sunil to fo.narrow a-Game, as the Chaſe 
pf your own, private; Happineſs, with- 
as regard x1the public:z:or ratheryou 
are 1o ah Engliſb-wan, that .you 
Raunotbe Hleppy, unleſs your. Country 
þeifo routes not. yaur nn Pri- 
-yateStorgs, hut the Buhlic. that gives 

ix-Gontent for your GooiJnel(s is 
Tae, exalted 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 

exalted {b/ near to Periediion, hav: ie 
Cannot but be colemunicatives wearefo: 
ſenſible of this; that we neranimenſly 
with your | Power to do Good, were'as: 
boundleſs, as we know your Will. \We 
might then hope a long-wiſh'd. Uniows 
ith Noſe Minds; whoſe: Variance' wirly 
cath other has produced a:common'Mi- 
fſery ; and tilÞ thatbe cftfedted, we have 
YI kue little: Hopes of any: ſent 
Hiypineſs, © Bur what is worſt, theieis 
_ but(all- proſpe& of thaty dl Map 
hve Yard) your Firme;; Siu, of {acts 
fieing all private Deſs guts ang Ins "IP 
to the pablic Good, 166, 

-Butl have pnetall intoa Con: 
remplrion- of your Virtues; ' whicly:Þ 
dare not perſue ; but as: the Painter, 
who! chen] hekiud. given to the ſeveral 
Figures of his Pitore, the various forms 
and expreſſions. of Grief, drew a Veil 
over the Father's Face, as unable to 
| expreſs his: * ws ought I, having gi- 
\ VEN. | 


The «Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 


vena: View at-ſome part of. your Me-. 
rits; toleave the reſt rothe Imagination. 
of \the Reader, better inform'd by your: 
known Reputation. . 1 haye faid than 
to/nake all Men admite, and love you,! 
that do not:iknow you; :andir mult be 
the:Defe& of my Abilities, ifthey ſtop; | 
ofthis de-the higheſt and: moſt Aws-, 
fol; Venecation.' Howeyer I have. this: 
Camfort,: that L have raisd the firſt + 
ramid (tho a Very poorone ) to:your 
| faich greater Artiſts will 1n; 
tine: build. 'vp. more Glorions Monu- 
nincs,. gs you ſhall 'declare your 
ſelf, the Patron of the Poetic. Glory, of 
England, a3 you have been of Sig In- 
Ereſt. And-theſeHopes makes me pre-+ 
ſame to. Dedicate not- only this ſmall 
Book ro-you;; but alſo my ſelf, and 4 
the, Endeavonny of-Sify's 2/7 ogg; 


EY our matt Hohble, 
| oo X 7 And me Obedien Servants | 
| CHARLES GILDON, 


"Y 3 _ —_— __—__ 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


"Here 3 10 o Man,] think, abes " 
that 'tisVariety that compoſes the 
Regale of the Mind, as well. as that of 
the Body, which a made me have. a 
regard to that in the following Book; for 
I have intermixt things Hiſtorical, Mo- 
ral, Amorous and Gallant, Wy the 
rougher Critical Diſcourſes. Somewill 
gratifie the Fancy, others the Judgment, 


or at leaſt Tdeſugn'd they hou! a. I [ball 


not-ſay much for that part of the Book _ 
which is none of mine, becauſe that 
need no Defence ;. and. I cannot arge 
much for the other, if the Reaſons it 


contains be ON for its 7 Joſie 


| ton, ; 


In 


The Preface. 
"In the burry of writing 1 forgot « one 
| very good Defence of 4 Paſſage in the 
Othello of Shakeſpear,, which Mr. Ry- 
mer has-loudly exclain' d aq againft, A, 
which a very CodFrignd ofoine alch 
me to inſert 7 in the Preface ; 'tis this, 
"Awake what boat Brabantio, Se. "M 
- An oldblack Rami is tupping yaur white Ew, Sec 


3 


7 « Mp, Rymier will have it, that a rap | 
it the Door wou'd better expreſs Jago's 
by Meaning, than all that noiſe; but if 
& Mr. Rymer wou'd conſult the Reaſon 
at the thing he'll find, that the woiſe 
< © Roderigo or Jago made, contributed 
* very much to their deſig of furpriz- 
< ing aud alarming © Brabantio , ' by 
W. that, to tranſport him from Conf dera- 
| tion to a violent Paſſion. _ 
Tam forry, that a Man of Mr. Rymer's 
Learning ſhout d be fo bigotted to the An- 
tients, as to become an Enemy to the 
Honor 


"The Preface; 
Heoror of his own Country in thar thong, 
whith is Lars of the only we can traty 
pretend 10 exte all others in, Viz. Poetry, 
Coutage, Virttic and Wiidom, Greece: 
and ROME” will ; uever be  ont-Rivat's 
in, but Tam apt tothink they have bot 
beet ont: done. in Poetty by the rw 
and the” the latter once fab a th 
Iſland, jet were ſhe now 4" all > 
Glory, IF - all the Encouragements fe 
gave ber Poets ſhe wou'd confeſs. ber 
ſelf conquer d 1 Poetry. 
' For notwithſtanding all thoſe Encote 
. ragements. Poets met with there, and 
the want of 'em here mn England, Wwe 
have the Honor to hav? more and. bet- 
ter Pects than ever Greece or Rome 
Jaw.” SotharPoerry —_—_ # Free, Tranf- 
planted to a foreign Clime, grew not, 
with all their Care and Coltiwation, f/ 
kindly,as bere without any. Poetry,being 
therefore our Native Right, I hope the 


moderate 


The Preface. 


Wi | 7 he Th 
erate Reader will excuſe the Heat. 1. 
2-88 LS ir 

wh hope too, the Graver Gentlemen, the. 
Preci Gans, will ao0t be ſca dalizd at my. 

ea for. the Promotion. of Poetry, becanſe © 
F e 'Reaj on 0 zt zs, that.* f1s obſervable. 
ot Hiftory,, that theDecay and Neele | 
ont, always was 4. atal Symptom of 
f Antient. Virtee,, Power 41 


=” 
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CO LLECT I ON 
Miko Eiays 


and Letters. 


— F £ "4x o * ets 


To JOHN DRYDEN El. 


%; Mb the teas 1693. 
F Hope, Sfp you'l not-meaſure my Love and 
- Value for you by the Viſits I make you, for 
then you wou'd extreamly injure me 3 for 
I cannot be fo impudent with a Man Thare 
an aweful Eſteem for, asto intrude too often into 
his Company, for Im ſenſible 1 can in no mea- 
ſure attone for the loſs of that time, my Viſits 
wou'd rob . from your better Thoughts ; - and I 
rather ſaticfie my (elf. with the expreflion 'of my 
Zeal and Love in abſence, than, at the expence 
_ of my Friend, gratifie my own«defire of his. fre- 
quent Company.” But yet., I confeſs}, this long, 
B defaulr 


-:3Y 
default of my Duty, can be excusd by nothing, 
but the unavoidable buſineſs about my Concerns 
inthe Country ,-which has divorcd me as long 
from, what I value next you, my Books. 

Miſtake me not, Sir, I mean not my Scribling, 
which I'm far <nough from ging , and only 
t | 


comply with , by the .compfiling @bligatign 
that - tariphe - the Parrot, ſuunm KAIPE. Nay, I 
have fo little of an Author, that I have not Arro- 
gaxce, and want all Self Elteem, which fome ev'n 

as dull as my; felf abound with beyond bearing | 
and which is, indeed, like a Wiſe, cho' an Evil, 
yet ſuch a one that js nezeſſary. For a Drfidence 
of one's felt ir Writing, as well as in Addrefles 
to the Fair and. the Great, is ſeldom any advan- | 
tage to a Man, atleaſt in this Age, where the 
ingheſt Impudence. paſſes for a' handſom Afſſu- | 


rarice, 3nd Noiſe and munch Talk for Wit, and Re. ; | 
partes : It diſpirits a Man, and as he cant pleaſe 


_ himſelf with what he Writes, ſo he very hardly 
can- riſe to. the taſt of any that are not. duller. 
But when TI was forcd to this Curſe of Scribling, 
I furniſh'd my ſelf with as much of a Srozc, as T 
 cau'd, to fortifie my ſelf againſt publick Centure ; 
and in my own detence foon bcliev'd Reputarion 
but a Whim, ſince the Worſt had their Admirers, 
as well as the Beſt, at leaſt in our Age 3 nor cou'd | 
T perſwade my felf that the next wou'd be ons 
ot better in its. Judgment. And to fay truth, 
there 45 nothing cou'd. make me have any tolgre- 
hie Opinion of my lelt, but the Lowe and Effeers 
I have for you; whom (give me leave to contra- 


dif 


/ 


- SS+ - 


dit my felf,. and ſhew ſuch Arrogance) I do pre- 
tend to value, as much as any Man can : and I 
defie my greateſt Enemies to. do meJuſtice, .and 
contradi& me by any word or diſcourſe. ev'n 


where I had a Moral Certainty, you cou'd never 


hear of it again, Sod FE 

This, Sir, T urge, as 4 Praiſe of my ſelf; for 
next to being a good Poet, is to: know how to 
value one ; the hirſt has given Immortality, the 
8 latter ( when in a Man of Quality ) gaind: ir. 
Bur leſt the length of my Letter ſhou'd do, what 
| apprehend from my Viſits Tl] FF 


Subſcribe m7 _—.- $4 
Your Frigid and bumble Servant 
Charles Gildon: 


—_ 
——C 
oO > DCs 


fo his Tngenious Friend Mr. George 
Haaclon, iz defence of Perſonal Re- 
fleStions. © 


London, May the 6th. 1693, 
OU tell me you have read Mr. ——'s Book, 
and are extreamwly pleas'd with the #7, and 
fine Senſe of it ; but that you cannot allow of his 
Perſonal Reflections. I with you had ſubjoyn'd 
your Reafon for your Opinion, becaute 1 know 


% 


BD 2: ..._ --you 


CRF 
you guide your ſelf extreamly by Reaſon in all 
hings, -and alſo becauſe you know Fm very fond 
of a Reaſon to ſtrengthen an Afﬀertion that is 
brought againſt one 1 do eſteem, as I do Mr.— | 
But ſince you have not ſent your Reaſon againſt 
| W in_this particular , I'll give you mine for } 
him. Ee 
Not to juſtifie him by the daily Example of 
other Anthors, which wou'd be tedious, and to 
little purpoſe, the very Reaſon of the thing its | 
felf (fuppoſing all. the Refledions Juſt and True) 
ſhou'd Vindicate his PraRtice in that particular. | 
For if. Men muſt not be told their Faults, they't 
never mend 'em ; and general Refleft;ons will never i 
do'the Buſineſs, becaute the Deviliſh good Opi- | 
nionev'ry Man bas ofhimelf, furniſhes him with | 
an Evaſion from the laſh of general Characters. |} 
Ariftophanes kept many of the Athenians in awe, 
and within moderate bounds by this means ; and 
ſo regulated the City better than the Philoſo- 
phers, with their: empty Sophiſms, .or the Laws, 
with their blunted Edge. But after the Thirty 
Tyrants had put down this Liberty with their | 
Chorus, the Profitable was loſt in Comedy, and 
AMenander cou'd do nothing but Delight. I know | 
Horace lays, That this Liberty deferv'd a Curb, | 
but thatwas, hecauſe it deviated from Truth, and 
like other of the beſt Inſtitutions, was perverred 
by Pafſtion or Int'reſt to ſerve a turn. Satire a- | 
mong the Romans took this courſe. where the Po- 
ers durit : and Catullus, that was no Satirilt; told 
Ceſar of his Vices, and that pablickly in. Verſe; - | 
RE yer 


. 
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yet Czſar.had that Temperance to Carels him, 
tho-he had committed his Infamy to as long a 
Life, as he cou'd do his Noble As. But if the 
Fops, Fools, and Scriblers of our Age, are over- 
run with Vicss more troubleſom to the Public, 
than C2/ar's venereal Sallies, without his Mode- 
ration, and Modeſty, Muſt they go unmark'd ? 
Muſt the Town be always pefter'd with their in- 
ſufferable Impertinences, becauſe, tho' they have 
been ridicul'd in general CharaGers a Thouſand 
times, will yet. by no means believe themſelves 
touch'd 2 There is no Remedy for- theſe Public 
Grievances, / but particular RefleGions , and tho, 


K as you ſay, No Manis free from Follies that may 
' i beexpogd, yet they will be much diminiſh'd in 
3 them that have any ſence, by this means, or at 


leaſt be made leſs viſible ; and then *cis not much 


| more pains to be Wiſe, than to play the fool with” 


Secrefte, and one might as weil ſhake hands with 
Vice for good and all, as to be at the fatigue to 
Sin with diſcretion. Do 
You wonder, you ſay, That Arifophanes had 
not his Throat cut for the Perſonal Abuſes he 
gave his Countrymen : But I muſt tell you, That 
Vice and Folly then, tho! common enough, bad 
not that lewd tye upon Mankind, as they have 
now. A Fop or Knave, that was then expos'd, |, 
had all the Audience againſt him, and to redeem 
his reputation, aſham,d of his Folly or Vice re- 
form'd, Men came then from a Plzy full of as 
many good Reſolutions, as a very Penitent. Sin- 
ner from a ſenſible Pulpit Harangue of Death, 
| = "2 . and 


£8) 
and Judgment, but now they come away no more 
affetted, chan a hardned Uſarer from a Sermon 
of the Revelations. * The World's extreamly al- 
ter'd fince Ariffophanes his days. we can't endure 
to be thought guilty of what we fondle ang ca- 
reis3 Nay, now to touch upon a Vice that's 
grown a Public Grievance , this Fop; or that 
Whore,that's hit ſhall engage a whoteParty againlt 
you. To ex poſe a Men bv a particular, that's in- 
corrigible by all general Charafers, reforms him 
not; but makes him prepoſterouſly fonder ot 
Vindicating his Error, than of mending it ; and 
he had rather continue the Publick Feſt, with che 
_ additional Scandal of having committed new Fol- 
tics in Detence-of the Old, than come into the 
common rank of Mankind, and ceafe to He fin- 
.gular , and troubleſome. Men heretofore did 
with: their Follies, and Vices, as fome of our 
Modern Sparks do*'with their Miftreſſes, fondle 
them till chey come to be known, bur then turn 
em off, to avoid the Scandal of a keeping Cully : 
But now Men are Wedded to 'em, they take 'em 
with. Damn'd for better for worſe, till Death doth them 
part ; and think themſelves, as much bound to 
fight a Man for expoſins them, as for attacquing 
the Honor of their Houſe, tho' in reality they 
are no more obliz'd to do lo, than a Man is to 
V indicate the Hon: an of a Wife not only he 
himfelf, bur the whole Town know to be a 


—_Y 


Whore , ana have contributed to the ' making 
Her fo. 


After 


- GIN 
 Aﬀter all this, you'll ask me, perhaps, if T have 
not my ſhare of Follies and Vices, thar I an for . 
falling- ſo foul upon thoſe of my Neighbours ? 
Why, *faith to deal fincerely with you, 1 have 
abundantly more than my - ſhare, which makes 
me the ſeverer in'my Obſervation of other Mens 
to keep my felf in Countenance, But this advan- 
rage I havemade of ir, Fhave leflen'd the mcre- 
diblenumber, my Mind was over-run with,: and 
ſhall endeavour to perſne the courſe call I've 
brought 'em, within a more conſcionable com- 
paſs, for I never hope tocclear my le1t entirely. 


I am, Sir, | 
Tour Friend and Servant 


Char. Gildon- 


a —— FI —_— 
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An Apology for Poetry, in an Eſſay dire- 
Ged to Walter Moil Eſq; 


| þ an Ape when eery ignorant Scribler ſets up 
for a Man of Authority; and as many as can 
| bur tell their Syllables on their Fingers, without 
Genius, without Learning, or any Excuſe for 
Writing, arrogate the Glorious Name: of Poets, 
and, by their Scandalous Pretenfions to it,. bring 
the Pride of Conquerors, and the Envy of Philoſc- 
phers, into an unjuſt and ſhameful Negle&; *Tis 
the Duty of an humble and zealous Admirer of 
| B 4. thoſe 
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thoſe God-like Few , whom Art , Nature, and 
Heav*: 'n have evidently exalted to that Supream : 
Ignity, to make an' Apology for them , who 
ought not to fink under the Crimes of this con- 
remptible Race of wretched Poetaſters,whoought 
to:be ayoided by all that have the leaſt Regard to 
their own Repole. For this infamous Genera- 
tion, theſe Bullies of Par»aſus, forſaking the hum- 
ble, "and quiet Cai of their own Fortune, with a 
Sacrilegious Ambition, to make a Noile in the 
Warld, endervour a |Rape on the Sacred Nine : 
and havi ing as lictle 24odeſty as Poetry, continually 
boaft the Favours and Enjoyment of Calliepe at 
leaft, tho? like Ixion they - careſs: nothing but a 
Cloud, the. Harmonious Goddeſs vaniſhing from 
their Prophane Embrace. Theſe are Sparks, who, 
by © perpetually repeating them, talk themſelves 
into fo good an Opinion of their own Performan- 
ces, that they can never be brought 'to think ill 
enough. of themſelves to be diſcourag'd from their 
Poetical Vanity,'in'which they 'are confirm'd by 
the ignorantApplanſe of ſome;and the Unaccoun- 
table Diverſion of others, who have a Vamity in 
pleafing themſelves with careffing and indulging 
their, Folly ; tho? this is ſomething pardonable, 
lince the Admonition given by an old Poet to 
one of theſe Gentlemen's Inclinations wou'd be 
almoſt truitlels, 


Quod mbs Cellus agit menitus multumq; men: adus 
Frivatas ut quarant opes,- & tangere vitet 
Seripia Palatinus ret 'Þ mp Apollo. 
They 


TEL. 
They. are not to be reclaim'd, nay, the Fate of 
Thamyras wou'd ſcarce effe& it,the Breaking their 
Lute wou'd not hinder their Writing, nor the loſs 
of their Eyes their Repeating, tho? perhaps Blind- 
neſs. might be ſome Advantage to their Acquain- 
rance, by giving them a poſlibility of avoiding . 
them; for a Seeing Poetaſter has an Hawk's Eye 
at one he intends to recite too, he ſpies him at a_ 
diſtance, and ſwoops upon him before he can. 
make his Eſcape. LS 0. 

Theſe are the Banes of Society , and have 
brought an Odium on that admirable Science they 
pretend to, with fame People 3 who, tho they 
have Wit, want Judgment to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
Pretence and Reality, Others, who ought tohave 
regard to the P:oteftion of the Muſes, and are 
ſenſible of the difference of Merit, and Impu- 
dence, are yet too fond of more ungenerous 
Pleaſures, to Sacrifice them to the Care of the 
Poets, There are a Sort of Men, that love Plea- 
{ure, but are Sordid in their Choice of it 3 beyond 
meaſure preferring thoſe of the Body to thoſe of 
the Mind. They value not what Expence they - 
are at in keeping a Whore for the uſe of halt the 
Towh, yet are fordidly Penurious in their Grati- 
ficationsof a Poet; a look, a figh, a ſenſeleſs word 
of the firſt, can melt'em into Profuſenels, and Po- 
verty', when the Noblelt Thoughts, drefsd in 
the moſt Charming Numbers and Language, ſhall 
not move them to conſider the Neceflity of the 
Author of them. Nay, tho* they value them- 
iclves as Men of Senſe as well as Fortune, their 
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Dogs, and their Bottle are more their Care, than 
the Darlings of Heav'n the Poets. 

 Mzcenas, and Auguſtns, were the only Keeping 
Patxons ; the Poets were their Miſtreffes, and 
never were they ſo happy, or wanton'd fo much 
in Pleaſure, as in their Intimacy with Virgil, Ho- 
race, Gallms, &&c. Their Company was their Re- 
gale, tho' Virgil (it we meature the Excellence 
of it by our Teits, Facetiouſnsfs and Buffoonry) 
- wasnone of the beſt. I'm extreatnly pleasd with 
Auguſtus, and coud almoſt Sacrifice to his Me- 
_ miory when Tread this charming Expoſtulatibir to 
Horace Iratum me tibi ſcito quod non in pleriſq, 
Ejuſmodi ſcripts mecum potiſſimum loquaris, An 
vereris ne apud Poſteros tibi infame ſit, quod videaris 
familiaris nobzs eſſe; You fee he was ambitious 
that Poſterity by often reading his Name in Ho- 
races Writings , ſhou'd know how he valu'd him. 
Had. our Poets this Encouragement, they wou'd 
lurpaſs the Romans and Greeks too, and Enpland 
wou'd have her greater Horace and Virgil 3 tor as 
Marital lays, 


Sint Mzcenates non deerunt Flacce Marones. 


© Carmina' progeniunt animo dedutta Sereno, 


But where..there muſt be a care of Subſiſtence, 
the Mind can never have chat Serenenefs ir ought 
for ſo Noble and Sacred an Office. What there- 
PO tore 
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fore might we not expe, ſhowd a Richelien or 
Mgcenas ariſe, from fuch who under all theſe di{- 
advantages have performed fo well ? I hope this 
Apology may remove fome prejudices that may 
oppoſe that Happineſs, and provoke ſome better 
Pen to do Poetry more Juſtice than my Time or 
Ability wou'd permit. "IS: Yo 
It we regard the Antiquity of. its Origine,the No» 
bleneſs of its Subje&, or the. Beauty of its Aim, 
or Detign (which three Things are the Teſt of 
the Excellence of Arts and Sciences, in reference * 
to each other) we ſhall eaſily find Poefie moſt 
ancient in its Riſe, moſt honorable in the Subjed&s 
and Matters.it adorns, and. moſt tranſcendently 
excellent in its Uſefulneſs and End. 
Firſt, To ſay nothing of other Authors,Polydore, 
Virgil proves from the Second Book of Euſehins's 
Evangel. Prep. that it is of a very early Date ; 
and: trom hence 'ris alſo evident, Thatit flouriſh'd 
among the moſt ancient of the Hebrews,who were 
by. ſeveral Ages of greater Antiquity, than the 
Grecian Poets. For. Moſes, their Leader, having 
paſs'd the Red Sea, infſpir'd by a Divine Fury, 
ſung Praiſe and "Thanks to his Omnipotent De- 
liverer in Hexameter Verſe, according to Foſe- 
| pbus in the Second Book of his Antiquizy of the 
ag Thus the Royal. David tov , compogd 
Hymns to God, in variqus Numbers, as 7c/ephgs 
inthe Seventh Book of the Antiquities of the Fews, 
in theſe words confirms. David :herefore (ſayshe) 
after be was deliver'd from War and Danger, in the 
Enjoyment of fuil Tranquility, and Pence, compos d 
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Songs and Hymns to God in various and different 


Numbers, as Trimeters, Duinquimeters : with whom. 
St. Terome | in his Preface to the Chronicles of Ey-. 


febius agrees , where he writes: in this manner. 


Laftly, (ſays hs) What is more [onorous than the 
Books of Pſalms? Which like the Works of our Ho- 
Face, or the Greek Pindar ; now runs on Iambick 
Feet, now ſounds with Alcaie s, now [ett with the 
Sapbic Numbers, &Cc. 

Burt to come to the Gentils, we find Poetry fo 


very Ancient that they know not its Riſe, =5g at- 


tribute ir to their God Apollo,” and the Muſes; as 
Apollo, in Ovid, himſelf afſures us. 


Fuppiter eff genitor ; per me quod crita fuitg 


Eftq; patet, per me gotta Carmina nervis, * 


was made Preſident of i" Muſes. By which at- 
tributing the Original of Poetry to the Gods, 
*is evident that the Gentiles themſelves look'd up- 


Apoll reciev'd the Harp from. bs By and then 


on it as a Sacred and venerable Thing, above 


Hamane Invention. From this Spring it deſcen- 
ded, as it were by Succeſſion to Lims, (the Son 
of Apollo and Urania.) And Orpheus, (the Son of 
Apollo and Callizpe) and Thamyras; Theſe two. 
latt with Hercules, were the Scholars to Linus. 
We need not inſtance Arion, Amphion,and Muſzus, 

who are Poets of a very ancient Date. Their 
uncommon Praiſes, are celebrated in fo extraor- 
dinary a. manner, that there can- notting be ad- 

ded to their Eternal Glory, their _—_ 
1 vY 
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indeed, tranſcending all Beljei and-Underſtand- 
ing : fo much did ſucceeding Ages think was dug 
to the firſt Fathers of Poetry, as to make theic 
Performances more, than Mortal. _ 
The Divine Orpheus, the Wonder of Better Naz 
tures wich the Muſic of his Lyre and Sang, drew 
Trees, Stones;: and Beaſts: to be his lifPning Au- 
dience, which is not fo impoſlible, ſince Campa- 
vella proves that all things have Senſe. But the 
charming of Rocks, Stones and Trees, the taming 
Wild Beaſts, and the ſtopping the courſe of ra- 
' pid Torrents; were the leaſt of his Performances, 
Hell loſt its Terror, and put.on a more agree- 
able Face , the tortur'd Ghoſts forgot their paſt 
 ſuffcings in the Heav'n of their prefent Eaſe, and 
the very Furics, grew Mild and Calm at the ſound 
of his Melodious Verſe, and Lyre; all which is 
admirably deſcrib'd by Ovid, in his Metamorphoſis. 
Theſe Powers did Antiquity give to Orphexs, of 
the Sweetneis of whole Poeſtg, *twou'd be ſuper- 
fluous to produce the Teſtimony of the moſt an- 
cient Authors. JArion and Amphion want not their 
Miracles, of the Dolphin and the Walls of Thebec. 
Of the latter, Horace, Art. Poetic. 


DiFus & Amphion Thebang conditor Arcis 
Saxa movere ſono Teſtudimis, & prece blan#4 
Duczre quo vellet, ——— 


_ Tho' there be nothing more vulgar, and com< 
mon, than theſe Fables of the Ancient Poets, and. 
Muſicians 3 yet do they evidently demonitrate, 

LEY oe that 
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that even from thoſe PrimitiveTimes,down toour 
Iron Age, theſe&xtraordinary Praiſes and Enoo- 
miums were only beltow*d on this divine Power 
of Poetry 3 that Poets alone feem'd worthy by 
this moſt Sacred Art tohave the next place to the 
Gods themſelves. So that this Univerſal Applauſe 
(if there were no other Motive) ought to recom- 
mend it to our Admiration and Eſteem. 
- Bur *tis agreed by the univerſal, and unanimous 
conſent of almoſt all Nations, and Authors, that 
Poetry not only contains all other Arcs and Scien- 
ces, but has this Prerogative peculiar to it ſelf, 
That no Rules, no Maſters with the beſt Inſtru- 
ctions,can teach it; unleſs thoſe who apply them: 
ſelves to this divine Science, are deſtin'd to the 
Sacred FunGion,by Nature,and a Genius. Whence 
aroſe that Maxim , allow'd of by all Men of 
Senſe, Poeta Naſcitur non Fit, That a Poet is Born 
»ot Made. And from hence it follows in my Opi- 
nion, That a Poet derives the honor of that Name 
from his Nature and Genius, not from his Art 3 
This &ery Scholar has, That none but the Darlings 
of Heavn and Nature. This may be acquird by 
a Studious Pedant, That muſt be born, and grow 
up with the auſpicious Babe , for Poeta nafcitur 

non ſit, © Bis 
Pm much miftaken it Pol:Jore Virgdl, do not 
Comment on this Axiom 1n his firſt Book De Rer. 
Inventor, Cap. 8, where he ſays, 'Tis certain that 
Poetry for many Reaſons excels the other Arts and 
Sciences, either kecauſe n0 other Art 13 to be acquir'd 
but by.a long Application to it , or becauſe, as Strabo 
THzr in 
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in the beginning of his Geography, againſt Exatoſthe- 
nes, eloquently demonſtrates, it contains all others ;, 
becauſe f all the Arts that Humane Wit has. produc'd 
Poetry alone, is taught hy a Divine Inſpiration, 8c. . 

Cicero in his Oration for Archias the Poet, has 
left us the Praiſe of Poets (of which Name -him- 
ſelf had been extreamly Ambitious) in theſe 
words, Atqui fic-( ſays he) a fummis hominibus, 
eruditiſſimiſq3 accepimus, ceterarum rerum ſpudia, &> 
Do#rina & Preceptis,& Arte conſtare;Poetam Natur 
ip;4 walere, & mentis viribus excitari, & quaſi di- 
vino quodam ſpiritu afflars; quare ſuo Ture nofter 
Ennius Santos appellat Poetas, quod quaſi deorum 
aliquo dono, & Munere commendati nobis eſſe wis 
deantuar. ne 55d 

You ſee, Sir, that Cicero confeſſes that divine 
Fire in Poets which himſelf defir'd in vain, ard 
that Poets fcem to be recommended by the 
Gift, and Benefit of the Gods, to our reception. 
If he that felt not this Sacred Fury was fenfſible 
of this, we may credit Ovid, who by his own 
_ Experience lays, De Faſtis, hb. 6. 


Fafta Canzm, ſed erunt, qui me finxiſſe lequentur - 
Nullag; Mortals numina iſa putent. 
Eft Deus in Nobis, apitante Caleſcimus il!lo, 
 Impetus bic ſacrie ſemina mentis habe. 


- 

And Socrates in Flato affirms this Poeticai Fury 
to be divinely infpir'd. Plato in his Second Book 
of the Commion-wealth, calls Poets the Sons 6t 
the Gods, and in ' Ly/s terms them, the Fe 

and 


- Homer the Father of all Wiſdom and Philoſophy, 


was the Guide: and {Maſter of the Tragical. Beauties 


Poeticai Births, unles it be impregnated with 


Mind in Song by the Sound, and peculiar Varia- 


with it the Praiſes of the Gods -or Heroes, was 
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and Guides of Wiſdom ; and elſewhere he calls 


in theſe Words: "Ounp©- Tperras NI TKAAGS, » X/ 
Fiagy emalyl coy Th xgAvv Tpwyxwr, Homer 


and Virtues, And Petronius Arbiter tells us, that 
the Mind can. neither conceive, or bring forth irs 
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great and boundleſs ſtores of Learning 3 and for 
this reaſon he ſays in his $ atyricon , that Eumolpus 
poke oftner diyinely, that is, Poetically, than 
tke a Man, _.. 

Thoſe who\endeavour to. draw the Original 
of Poetry from Singing, are not in my Opinion 
much miſtaken. - For when the Ancients endea- 
vour'd to declare the AﬀeRions or Paſſions of the 


tion' of the Voice, as it were in amore Polite and 
Elaborate Speech; "this rude and unpolliſh'd Sound 
by degrees refind i into an Art, Which, when. it 
became (where-ever it was) fo improv'd, that 
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celebrated in_ certain Verſes or Rhimes , "gave 
Birth to Poetry; which indeed ſeems truly,& really 
to be deriv'd from Singing, ſince with the Learn- 
ed eyn now, .a Poet is not faid, to Speak, but 
Sing. The antient Germans, a Warlike P:ople, 
bad no other Hiſtory. of the, As of the Kings 
and Leaders, but certhin Songs. os Verſes, by 
which they either extolfd their Warlike Exploits 
or rous'd the Minds of the Soldiers to fight, None 
ſ 
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find 3h Polyznums, Solon,” annimated the Athenians, 
to Bartle.” And the Lacedzmonians Sacrific'd to 
the Muſes before they began a Fight ; that we 
read that the noble Heroe, Marthigs, King of 
Hungary, us'd to be fo rouch'g with the. Ads of 
the antient Heroes, as he fung fem to, vn T0008 8 
that the force with which ir affeated. His Mind, 
was apparent in his Body; imitating Abilles, who 
ſung the Praiſes of grear Commanders to his 


Harp. | 
Koolther Proof of the AR of Poeſie, are 
the Szbyls, the Qracles of the Pyrhian 4poilo, ma- 
ny of which are in Herodotus ; Infcriptions, Mo- 
numents of Viftaries, Pillars, and Obelifc's, all 
which afford caufe ro believe Verſe.to have a ye- 
ry early Original. . With chefe the Writings of 
the greateſt and moſt antienc Authors ftrow their 
Works by their Authorities and Sentences, to ren- 
der themthe more palatable and efficacious. Nay, 
St. Pal is ſaid to have convinc'd the Athenjans of 
the madneſs of their Idolatry, by part. only of a 
Verſe of the Poet Aratzs; and .to have usdthat 
Verfe' of Mcandet to the Chriſtian Corinthians, 


Evil Diſcourſes corrupt . goed Manners. 


Thus much for the Divine, and very antient 
Origin ofPoefſe,and now we are come to theSubject 
of it, according to our former Divifion.. 

Tho* archer Arts' and Sciences afford abun- 
Cant matter, and a large Field for qur Thoughts 
and Corfideration, yer none can ftand in com- 
CPM I petition 
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peticion. with Poeſie 3, for. what is there in all the 
wondrous Variety, and valt extent of Nature 
that falls” not under the; conſideration of aPoet? 
All.the Wonders, Mercies, and Favours of the 
higheſt God, can in nothing be mere, gloriouſly 
expreſsd than in Verſe : Who can deſcribe the 
Beauty of his Providence, the, Bounty | of his 
_ - Gifts, the Sacredneſs of his Myſteries, with ſuch 
Charms, ſuch Force, 'fuch_ Excellence, as the 
Poet in his Melodious Numbers, Majeſtic Langus 
age, and. Divine Thoughts, Hence it was that 
the Royal Pſalmiſt Dawid, choſe to appeaſe the ND: 
Anger of an offended God,. with the ſoothing ih 
, Sacrifice of this Penitential Verſes, - To this we flp 
add the Hymns 6f the antient Hebrews,of the old 

Church, and of the Poetical and holy Fathers [th 
of the New; who to maks their Ejaculations iv 
and Jubilees of-Seraphic Love,reach late Poſterity, |. 
put them intoVerſe,as the moſt agreeable; and Kine fy 
_ tred Repoſitory of things ſo Sacred; Hence alſo al 
(if with theſe Books we may © mingle the 
Prophane ) flow'd all thoſe Hymns, Oces, Secu- 
lar Poems, and Þ Pzans tofove, Mercury, Apollo, 
and the reſt ofthe Imaginary GoJls of Heathens. 
50 Sacred has Poetry been eſteem'd in all Ages, 
io Charming, and fo Comprehenſive, that they al- 
ways  judg'd what-ever, was deſign'd for the 
Praiſes of Gods, Kings and Heroes, or for the 
commnn and univerſal Uſe, Profit and Pleaſure 
of all Men, ought to be delivered in numbers, in 
Verſe, as deftin'd co all that was Sublime and 
Great. 'To this we owe the Geneology, and 
23 noble 
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hoble Deeds of the Kings: and Commanders .in 
Homer, the common Father- of a} Poets, and in 
Virgil his Competitor: of. Glory ; theſe _ bein 
wrote in noble, Verſe, fill our Minds. nah 
freſh and wonderful pleaſure, &'ry time we,.pe- 
rule them. no Md dM. OO 
To proceed to the. ſeveral Inſtitutes of our, 
Life, particularly the ſpursto Virtues, and flight. 
from Vice, the purgation of the. manners,...&c. 
The Funeral Griefs, and Lamentations. on. hg, | 
Dead, and finally .all thoſe particulars that-the. ; 
 opvngg of humane. Life produce,” defirable. or. p 
eaſant, all which are, and have been the ſab+ 
[eas of Poems; Whence the antient Greek Au- 
thors rTeduc'd-all things divine. and humane, tor 
ESA. Ends rt ro 4 he 
_ The firſt , they | termed mTaearxir, under 
Ewhich they feem' compendiouſly to, have placd-: 
ll that was refert'd_to. the Praiſes of the Gods, 
he Rights of Rel;gion, and. the Vidories. of the. 
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- Heroes, and the Celebration of noble Ads. The: 
, ſecond trropragmns, in which the Virtues of great. 
5. land extraordinary Men, were prais'd, , as. £lo- 
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rium, and Panegyrics. The third : o@pgovicexdy, the 
Wuſe of which was toexprel(s the Virtues that rend-. 
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e kd to the purginz and. probity, of the Manners. 
e Nihe forch Opnryrixdy, which performed the Fu-. 


feral Sorrows and Lamentations. , The fifth they ---0 
calld ogxnpernty, under . which was contain'd 
all that could be couducive to the. Delight and. 
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Pleaſures of Mankind. 
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Poetry having been always generouſly imploy'd 
none can call in queſtion the Nobility and Ex. 
cellence of its 'Subje& and Marter. Tho* ſome 
Perhaps may object, that Phyloſophy , Law, and 
Hiſtory, &sc, treat of other things of a higher 
Nature, whilſt they diſcover things from their 
Cauſzs,. or by Arguments, prove to-others thoſe 
that are already d;{cover'd : But they are but very. 
raw Novices in the Academy of Poetry, who. 
 areignorant that the Elements or. firft Foundas f8 
[ton of moſt, if not all Arts, as well as their pro» 0 
Srefs, are deriv'd from Poetry, and the beſt. Ay- 0 
thors 'of all times have granted. the Poets che 1 
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fitft- Philoſophers. 
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"For from this Treafure, or Ocean of Arts and| 
Sciences, are all the Rivulets-of Learning ſprung, 
and have lifted up their Heads 3 nay, they have 


Ys ndantly Urawn whatever \chey contait . of 


eature or Artifice, from Poerry, as from the yaſt | 

and'Mother Rceptacle of all chiMellifinousWatets I 
of Eloquence. To this we may add, what Srrawf 

. fays, ws. Poeticem Antiqui . wocant. Primarian| © 
qugndam Philoſophiam, qua nos a puers ad viteny 
mſtituat, & cum Voluptate doceat, cujuſywod;. Morel i 
"&- 1yjeetrs, & Attiones noſtras eſſe conveniat. Qual 
noſtri bomines Pogtam wel folum ſapientem eſſe perri-| t 
baerunt ; cb eamq; rem crvitates Grecig pueros pri Þ 
mum omniun.Poetics erudiunt : yon utiqy mere 0b 6 
lecfations pratid, fed ut prudentie. mod H144; Pre 

_ ceptis imbuantur, 1-E.. The Antients | rmd Poelie 4 
more excellent kind of Philoſophy which | 

Ciildbood inform our Lives, and teach 

ps Pleaſure, © 
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Pleaſure, what our- Maimers, our Paſſions, and our 
A#Fions oughr to be, Nay, our Countrymen wou'd 
d carce admit any into the Number of w e Men, but 
r Poets 3. 4nd for this Reaſon , the Gitits of Greece 
r ground Boys | firſt of all in. Pogtry.: not meerly for 
ter Delight, but that they may be inftrutttd in the 
y N Preteprs of Modefty, and Prudence,. or Wiſdons.. - 
of And juftly coo did the Aticithts rearm Poetry, a 
, | ore excellent Philofophy; for if rhe Excelletr 

[ofz thing depend on its more or leſs' aptnels tt 
- [obtain che End Hs Yeſipn'd tor , this Pretogative 
8 (15 juſtly given to Poetry : The End of Philofophy 
is to form in the Mind Idea's, and habits of Vir- 


d we, atd they! are; fixe rhere better by Pleaſure 
> | than Pain, becauſe the Mind is natural | averls 
re | to Pain, and propenſe to Pleaſure. But t e tiff, 
of f and difficult Method of thoſe who are Sizply Ply- 
i | bfophers, perplexcs us roo mich with Meraphy- 
15 | fical Notions, Logical Diſtindions , and a long 
þ | rain of Arguthents, which $ives the Mind, a.fa- 
m || tigite to gain the Knowledpe it-aims at ; wheteas 


mie Poetic Philoſopher propoſes, a fairer, more 
re Eeauate, eonpenidious *ahd compreheniſig, It- 
wl froction which the Mind is fofar from Jaboiiring, 


to Untiddle, and Underſtand, that ic at firſt fight. 
3-| ſerceives it, is. in Love with its, Beauty, and gree- 
1b | Uly takesthe charming Impreffionsit gives, whilſt 
£- | ©nvey'd intoit by Melodious, Numbers,berwitch- 
- sf Ig Expreflien, Mighty Thoughts, and iluftrzons 
wr Examples. That Great Poer and Cricic . Horate . 
th declares how fit he thinks Poetry for the Tnltru- 
re, | Ton of Youth in the Firit Epiitle of the Second 
Book. &Y 3 Os h 
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>. Os tenerum. puers  balburng; 1 Peta figurat ; 
\AOIs ab obſcenis Jam nunc c ſermonibas aurem : : 
i Moxetiam Pets precepts format amicis 
- - dſperitatis, & Invidie, correcfor + Ire, G&C....4 


wy other admirable Verſes chat follow cheſe,you 
"are, Sir, extreamly well acquainted with, which 
W' beautifully { off the ſeveral Advantages of Po- 
try. And Hieronimus Vida (one of the beſt Ita: 
Jan Poets that have writ in Latin as Rapin aſſure 
v8) ig.t the BETA Book of his Poetics 3 is of the fny 
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"” Poſtquars igituy primas ud puer hauſerit artes 
RY Fg meine incipiat Tiguos accedere fontes 
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A wy "Toa 7 Verſe v which I havk riot 
700m here” to guote. Kroſ /mas, that wanted no 
" ity. Calls 1 ita ace cotopord/ of all the 919 
caties,. "and Qiincelletce of all other Ares, and | 
= Feiences, - And" lay how places the' Excellence 
Ip 'of Poetfy for the penetration into Mens Minds, 

$ HEXt 0; Th Sacred Iefigtures: , eſpecially Tz 


gedy. . .- Fg Wy 
A - + PORts being, as 5 you ſes; the: Darling Sons "of 
> | jt Gods, horm to Aral ad ſublitne Dungy, TN 
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the Corfeftors and Guides of Common Life, they 
have not, -without Reaſon, been eſfteem'd by 'the 


greateſt Monarchs, and Porentates of the World, 
and made Inftruors and Tutors to Kings, and. 


Princes : 'T ſpeak- of true Poets; not of of the lit- 
te Muſhromes'of. Parnaſſus , the Street-repeating 


Poetaſters. Thus Linus was the Tutor to Herave | 


ks, the tamer of Monſters, and' Tyrants : { And. 
Alextnder\the Great , with veneration, reſpefted 
Homer | as the Guide, and Dire&or of his Life, 

reading his Works daily, in the heat and kurcry | 
of the Conguelt.of the World; and ſlept with 
them under his - Pillow: ' Ennius inſt;zucted that 
great 'General Scipio Africans an Poetry ; which 


he judg'd fo advantageous to him, that he -topk. 


him with-hinr inhis molt we! hry Expeditions, 
and choſe/to be Bury'd inthe fame Tomb. with: 


the Poet.” \Nothing has to-me giyen a greater in- 


ſtance of Cz/a's value for Poets, than the Wel- 
come he gave Catullusto his Table, the ſame day 
he had fix'd fuch a Brand df Intamy upon him as 
remains in Catullus his Works to this day. Au 
guftus, both the Patron, and Judge of the Muſes, 
Careſs'd that Noble Pair of Poets, Horace and Vir- 
gil, as his moſt intimate and boſom Friends,” ho- 
nord them as his Maſters, and ſhower'd his Bene- 
ticent Favours on them, who, without donbr in 
return, introducd him' to' the Sacred Penetralia 
of the Muſes, the divine Retreats of Apollo : which 
mars this Emperor keep the Birth-day of Yirg:/ 
eery Year, asif "twerethe auſpicious Feaſt of his 
Wn | Succeſs, The Emperor- Fulian made the 
C 4 | Greek 
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Creek Lyrie Poet Bacehylides his Maſter, "Or Dire: 
cor ; oj Gratian after he had made a great pros 
refs | in.cthe moſt generous of Learning, he ho- 

NY an Fes Maſter A4uſonizs:evn to 
Gone. And Arcadins and Ffomorius ere-. 
&ed Fi FAoens to.the. Memory of Claudran, in 


—_ 


FG. W471 O F Trajan., wy 
ut pothing, my opinion, challenges the: 
Eſteem of the World more for this Art, than that. 
J.* Foges thus. the :Barbarity , and Sordidnefſs 
that, 1; generally rules, Mankind , and deſtroys , 
that. _— we faiſly aim at by other means, 
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Eom0, 7 f Morec(a as Oni has it) nec fir nit of feros. 


Man ; may be ; y ; Divins, and yet be Covetous, 
Degeitfol, tw tw | Banes of Piety, Religion, and. 
91 rality.; but a Poet cannot be guilty cicher at: 
Avarice or Deceit, I mean a True Fonts a Virgih 
AW 6s A \ Dryden a Waller And, 
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© — lays aVErus _ (an? 

' Nentemere eſt animys,: Fe, orſus amt hoc. fudet 

 Detrimenta, fugas {ervorum, Tncendia ridet : 

. Non fraudem. S040, Euerove encogitat 'ullam- 
Pupillo : Vivit flue, & pane ſecundo ,  , 
AMulitie FG Pige & Malas, tilis Thi. | 
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"There is no heed of proſecuting the point: of 
Efteem the Poets have been in, in the better A- 
ges of 'the World, I will not therefore inſiſt on; 
the Seven Cities of Greece that ſtrove for the Glory: 
of Giving Birth to Homer, nor on gs ar Yr 
when w- took,  fack'd, and burnt Thebes ; ſpar'd 
the Horſe of Pinder and fixe bs! Verſe over: 
the Door. = T 


Evdgoy oh nevennud 3 cha Y ndiaTs, 
Bury not Pindars Houſe, | 


the ſore reſpec: was ſhew'd bis Houſe by PAL Las 
cedeminians when they deftroy'd 7 ring ll tay 
nothing of the kqnour paid to.the Memory, of 
Stefichorns, inthe Ottbgonal Monument at the 
Gates of Catann in Sicily,” *Fwon'd be ſuperfluous: 
to:ttke notice ofthe; Value. Polycrares had oe Hna- 
creon; Archelaxs far Euripides, the: Kipg of eZeypt 
arid Macedon for Menander 1 Prolomiens 7 Philadeiphnts 
for Callimachus 3 and what I bave: ſaid before-of 
the Latins may. "ſuffice. But "tis -no-wonder that: 
the Politer Nations ſhou'd have (this Eteem for 
the Divineſt of Arts, ſince the very Daves, 'took'd 
pon of Old as more Barbarous;; have yet diſeo- 
 ver'dalla-long fuch a venetation for Poets, dn@ 
Porſic, that on. is Death of one of their Kings] 


they exalted /a Poet to the Throne, as the moſt 
Worthy to ſucceed the Prince, he cou'd Praiſe fo; 


| well'z as Saxo Grammaticus, and Foan. Bocerus 
a | eſtſe | 


Without 


' "(AP 
"Without doubt by this time 'tis ſufficiently evi- 
dent, That if any Art merits Eſteem, either for 
the Antiquity "of its Origine,-or the Nobility of 
its Sabje&, Poetry muſt be'granred the Preroga-- 
tive of Precedence in Honor: - Wherefore I ſhalt 
ſay no more/for' a Proof of theſe two points of its 
Original and Subje&t, but now*turn our Conſide-- 
ration tothe third Branch of my Diviſion, viz.” 

The End and Profit, or advantage of Poetry. = 
The Philofophers'hy: dowrrewo principalckirids 
of Studies, which are indeed different, but-not 
oppofite; that is, the Contemplative and the Pra- 
H#ical; and they give the preference tothe former, 
becauſe Contemplation is pleafafit for and inits: 
ſelf,'and therefore more Noble z butthe Practical: 
quitenns prattical is fo. only in regard of fome-: 
thing elſe, and therefore leſs Noblethan Contem-- 
plation. But cis ſufficiently evident,” that the Stu-! 
 dyoof Poetry is' tor the mott part Contemplative's 
Since: no: Poet -is:Capable of forming-any Noble 
Poem, with elaborateneſfs and perfe&tion, unlefs 
he firft di{poſe his Speculations;; and:before confi-' 
der, and weigh the Materials; and wy peculiar” 
Attifice that muſt be usd in . fetting them off to: 
their beſt advantage, and'in the true Light, and: 
Colours. And one' thing is here tobe obſerv'd, 
That a Poet through his whole performance,bort 
whiP& he contrives,invents, and ptits his Thoughts 
in Metre, js ſtil} at.che ſame timecontemplating, 
fo.that.he's compos'd of Speculation and Adion , 
whereas other Studies either only contemplate,or! 
only preciſely put in Execution the deftin'd A- 
$5,» af 65248 | ions, 
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Qions. Eicſt therefore, in that: way Poetry is Wes 


fi in its Telf,, and therefore: admitting the former, 


Axiom of the Philoſophers, to-..be valu'd and-per= 
ud, becauſe Speculative. And Secondly, Tis 
Uſctul in regard of ſomething. elſe, and $ the 


| Poetical Writings chiefly contain, the moſt beau- 


tiful, and inviting Do&rines, and Inficudtions, 
the beſi ot Precepts ior the, happy- and laudable 
diteRing ot our Lives ; Noble Sayings,and Deeds, 
Virtues, Rights and Manners of Nations.  Fronz 
all which, nor may. be choſen. for the common 
benefit of Mankind, that is moſt..juſtly imitable, | 
and worthy in Virtue, that avoided, that is moſk 
abominable and deteſted i in Vice-.. 
Contemplation and Thinking is peculiarly the Po- 
ets Buſineſs, on this Depends. all the Beauties.of 
Thought, and Expreflion, By uſing much -to, 
Think, they. come to a juſineſs: and trueneſs- of. 
Thought , they run not away by. halves, . with 
imperfect T9 OE that. pleaſe. the Ima- 
nation 5. they, are, not taken with all that.gli- 
ers; but 'by. much, Thinking dive. into the, Na- 
ture.of Things, .and fix the Jadgment to decide 
the Truth, or falſity of what is Charming. and 
Beautiful, and: what-ſeems ſo, at. a-ſudden. view. 


Hence proceed Juſtneſs, Proportion, and Harmo- 


ny, without all which a Poet loſes half his Glory, 
and Reputation, with good Judges. . From henoe 
"is evident, That the. End of Poetry is Noble, 
ſince it reaches. the greateſt Pleaſure and the ſu- 
reſt Profit, of our Minds, and of our Life. Since 
'ris i dire to the Praiſe,of the Oranipotent, the 
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Calebration of Vittiies, the Rewatds and Glory 
of Noble Ads; the Putiiſhment ind Infamy of 
| Evit:{ Sinve to it we owe all the incteafes of | our. 
Knowledge ; and fihally, fince it effetts all theſe 
nodteb Ends it ain at; 
But methinks, Sir; Thear you fay, What needs 
alt this to provs the Exceltence of 2 Stience, that 
carties' a Nativeat Worth with it, and that {6 
clearly, that like an innate Principle 'ris confeſs'd 
by'al ſelf-evident fot there is hone, however 
dull bur does ;-or has attempt Poetry, with 
 mbrebr leſs facets; whiſit othet Artts, and Sci 
49665 are tiot fo utilverfally careſs d. All; pretend 
not to Philoſophy,” Mathematics, Law, Phy ſic; 
or Ueſire to be- chonght Proficietits it thoſe Arts: 
burev'ry ohe worfd be thouplit 4 Poet, asif with- 
otit beirig fo, He cou'd riot be thought a Man, fo 
_ efferitial ro Miahkind does the univerſal and ufia- 
vinious Ainbicion ahd Aim ar it of ev'ry Man 
me it. ' I grant you, Sir, this is a fufficient Ar- 
gument to any' ſenfible Mar, that Conſiders its 
But how few refle on this, when'chey run down 
whit ttiey cod-not obtain oft their Endedvonr : 
ehegreateſt Riiler agaitiſt this divitis Att, word 
be Prottd ro- Father: 'an exctlknt Poem: "Ant it 
niaft be granted by them, Thar the greateſt Phti- 
lsſc odds, Co Oratots \Phyficians,Divines 
Prlecs Kirtgs and Emperors of all: Ages have tif 
coverd this Fire wwe nu and bave rhade it 
evident, Thatthey cicher were, of fatn wobu'd be 


"To pak over the Hebrews weliave alteady men- 
tion'd 


(a9) 


tion'd among the. Roman Emperors, how few bye 
have diſcover'd this Ambicion? Tulius Ceſer, dy 

' guſtus, Nero, Adrian,Gratian,Theodofius Honorius, &C« 
hoſe of FulinsCeſgr," 1 


Feltria perpetuo nivinm damnata rigore 
Forte mihi poſtbgc en adeunda wale. 


Auguſ us often exercis'd this Faculty, particularly 


on Virgil's deſirg that his «/Aiveids might be hunnt 3 
which begia thus : | 


= Ergone ſmpremis potwit vox iwmproba verbs 
Tam dirum mandare Nefas £ Ergo ibit in ignes 


Hagnaq, doitiloqui murietur Muſa Maronjs # &C. 


Seneca gives us this Verſe of Nerds gompafing with 
this Commendatory COS I. De Natuy. 
Guef. Cap. 5. Reid ago fit © Colors nou byg- ' 
eanens ducunt ;  aliaquin 4 ait Nero Calar diſer- 
riſſame. BE 


Colla Cytheriace Splendent agitata Calambe.- 


More of his we-might borrow from Perfis, if we 
| believe his Interpreters. Adriav returns the Paet 
Horus his Complement ſent him in theſe Verlſcs, 


/ LS 
Fgo noo Florus Eſſe 
Ambulare per Tabernas 
_ fi#tdrare per popmas 


Cu#lices petri rotundas. | 
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Nay, he was ſo very: Boetical, that when he was 
adying, he Verſify'd on his Soul, 


Anima vagula TROY 
Hoſpes comeſ; corporis 
QOuzx nine abibis in lock 

' Pallidula; ipida, nudulay 

_ Nec ut ſoles, dab 10cos ?( 


* 


'Thoſs that are -atiliboidd't to 7/5 wh have 
more of a Poet, which he repeated at the Wed- 
ding of his Nep hews, as Trebellins Pollio has its 
holding them by the Hands3 


: The ait, pueri, dariter ſudate Medalls © 
Omnibms inter vos ; n0n murmura veſtra columbe 
| Brachia 23011 bederee, non vVincant Oſcula conchee. 
And to fay crotch, "tis ity Gallienus ever ſpoil'd 
at Emperor ſince he word have: made an ex- 
cellent Poet ; for as Trebellizs confeſleſt, fuit enim 
Gallienus, quod negars no poteſ#, oratione, Poemate, 
atq; Omnibus -artibus. Clarus. . For” Gallienus Was, 
lays he, eminent in Oratory; Poetry,. and, all other 
Airs And indeed his horrid Remiffions proceed: 
ed from his being content with whatever for- 
rune wou'd let him have; he wanted Ambition, 
and was, as Horace deſcribes a Poet, Militia 'piger 
&* malus. Fulians FEpigrams are to. be found in 
the Anthology ; and Avſorins informs us, that. 
Theodofius was no {mall PRIGIETE: to Poetry in 
£1 theſe Verles. bi 
of. 
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- : Bellandi fandiq, potens Auguſtm, bonorem ."_ 
 Brs meret, #t geminet titulas :' qui pralia Muſis 
 Temperat , & Geticum Meoderatur Apoliine Marten. 
Arma inter Cimbroſq; traces, furtcq; nocentes 
Saurtmatas : qnanrum ceſſat de tempure bell; _ 
Indulget latiis tantum inter caftra Camans, & Cc. 


In ſhort, tho? the Spirit of Poetry decay'd a> 
mong the Romans, with their Empire, yet was 
there icarce one that did not make ſome preten- 
ces to the Muſes. Nay, look among the Clergy 
of former Ages, and you ſhall find Popes, Biſhops, 
Cardinals, &c. {tand candidates for the' Bays, as 
well as Socrates, Plato, Democritus, Lycurgas, Solon, 
Ariſgotle, among the Philoſcphers. and Legiſſators ;; 
among .the undigmified Divines, Metanchton Beta, 
Jacomatns, Artomedes, &c. the Civilians, Ulp:an; 
Modeſtinus, Alciatus, . Budiens, Turnebrs, and a 
great many others, too numerous.-to be here in- 
ſerted among the Phyſitians, Anſonizs, Fracaſto« 
rins, Cordus, Lotichins Secundus, Sinetius, Poſthius; 
 Sambucus, &c. Nay, evn among the Critics, a 
morole Generation, the Scaliger's Father.and Son, 
the Dowſa's Father and Son, Cameranus, Mycillas, 

Stigelins,  &c. , among the Hiſtorians, Buchanan, 
| Natales Comes, Lil. Gyraldus, Racipius, Meibonius; 
 Baudius, &rc. Among the Rhetoritians, Pontanus, 
Angel, Politianus, &C. | 

Thus much for Exotics ; but (Sir) ſhould I 
pretend to number . the Poets, and Pretenders to 
Poetry in. our own Nation, as 'twou'd ke fuper- 
fluous, fo *twou'd be endlels. Scarch all Rs 

NT, and 
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and Degrees of Men, from the Beau Lord, to 
the homely. Swain, a keeping hys Sheep, or dri- 
ving his Hoggs.;: and as C:pid, 10 has 4polſe been 
at work with 'em 5 the Sr/vie's and Adaria's, the 
ones and Sue have had their reſpetive Tribute 
of Rhine, and ix6m the grave Doftor of Divi- 
nity, to the little Country Curate, with his Pro- 
| blematic Crambo's, and Hypothetic Prop virions : 
So that there can be no more doubt made of the 
former Afeertion' of all Men's Deſires and 'Pre- 
tenſions to it, than'that thoſe are a Proof of its 


, T ſhall obviate two 


received Excellence. 
_ Before I conclude this Eflay 


| Sparks, that have out-liv'd that little Senſe their 
more fſprightly years afforded them, arid 
ſome Prockiins that build Piety and Godlineſs in 
Spiritual Railings, and a- mortify'd Phiz, which 
are but Feimts, or Blinds to Obſervers: © 

'The firſt is;that'tis a very uſeleſs and. unprofitable 
Study, no Eftates to be got by it, at leaſt 1h this 
Age: That it contributes meerly to Pleaſure, 
not to our knowledge: To the firſt [ | 
that *cis very true, that there is no hopes of riſin 

to be anAlderman byPoetry/; byt then I muſt cel 
them} tis notfor thoſe to apply themſelves to'c,thar 


place the Defires of their Souls on Mony ; for as 
they'll never obtain that end by it, fo will they 


hever reach any Excellence in the Art, as being 
not deſtin'd by natureto it; for to a Poet, Hea- 
ven gives alarge and noble Soul, .above the Nar- 
row aim of Baggs and Hords' of Treaſurg ; _ 

ths 


or three Obje&tions, made by ſome old moroſe 


anſwer; 


hus far I ſhall 'grant it ar unprofitable Study, as 
Petronius Arbiter has witneſs'd long ago: 


Dui Pelags credit, magno ſe fanore tollit © 
| Qui Pugnas,' © Caſtra peut, pracingitir Auro, © 
 Vilis Adalator pifto jacet ebritts Off ro, - 
Et qui follicitat nuptas ad Pramia peccat-: 
. Sola Pruinofis borret Facundia Pannis HET 
- Htq; inops lingui deſertas inwocat Artes. $554; 


No, [there are the roaritig Billows, The Camp, 
the Court, and the Ciry allotted by Fate for thoſe 
that thirſt for Wealth ; the Miſes love Tranqui- 
lity ; an Eafie and Contented State , and ledcky 
their Daclings; that 


- Nec vixit male qui Natus mori enſq; fefellit. 


| The Riches the Poet gains is Fame : / Ir tertni- 
hates not with this life like Money, and Eftate ; 
Hor can his Spendthrift Son taviih che - mighty 
Store he has laid up; as the Miſer's Son does what 
his Father got from Fools or Knaves. Nay, the - 
Vletulneſs of this Study is' oppoſite to getting? 
Eltates as they are generally got : It puniſhes Ava- 
nee, rewards Generoſity, fofrens the Mind front 
Barbarity to Compaiſion for the Mitertes of others; 
deanfes it from Deceit and Hypoeriſie ,” elevates 
It from little baſe Defigns, to Noble and Open' 
Attions, and fo through all the Ends and Utes of 
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a As to the Second that it contributts meer Iy'to our 

Pleaſure, not Knowledge, that is evidently falſe; 
both from what has been ſaid, and from a Con- 
fideration that- it yields not only. a Neceſlary, but 
Noble:Knowledge, that is, of Men; of Manners, of 


Virtue, ec. Nor-is there any. Stedy or Art but 


has been attempted in/Poetry, as aſhort viewwill 
make evident. _ To paſs over David and the He- 
* brew Poets, whoſe.Excellenciesare loſt by the gene- 
ral Ignorance, not only of the ' Language they 


wrote in; bur the Ctiftom; &c. oh which many of 


the Beauties depend, Orpheus, Homer, Pindar, Ho- 


race, &c.' have celebrated the Praiſes: of, the Di-\ 
vine Power, tho': under the Names of their Sup: 
ofiticious Gods,and Goddefies; Among the Chri- 


tians, we find_ Prudentius, Fuvencas, Arator, Vi- 


das, Mauritius,” Sannazarins, Vulteius, and an in- 
numerable Company of Sacred Writers. Aſtro- 


logy, Aftronomy, &c.” has been treated of. by 
Livius., Aratus , Palingenius , Manillins, Bucha- 
nan, &c. Phylic's: by Heſiod, Macer, Lucretius, 
Empedotles, and others. Husbanury by Heſiod, 
Virgil, &c. Paſtoral Lite and Sports, Theocritus, 
Kiroil,Calphurnins, Dantes, &c. Fiunting has been 
Citcours'd of by . Gratius Nemeſianus, Natales Co- 


mes, &c. Tragedy (which affords us a hundred an 
admirable Leſians of Knowledge, and Improve- 7 


ment) we owe chiefly to e£/chylus, Sopiocles and 


| Enripides.  Tho'I think our Engliſh Tragedians, BW" 


wt | 
a4 
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| have excell'd them, particularly Mr. Dryden, who Ft 


in ſome of his Plays, I ſhall always. chink , has 


abundantly our done Sephocles; Then for the 


Aus 
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| ka; of Heroes, we have Homer, Pj gi Pandey: 
_— Sratine, Cowly; Sir William D Avenant,, 8c. 
this is a fort of Poem which. Hara:e think; more 
nſtrufive than Philoſophy, in his ſecond Na 
of his firſt Book to Lollis. © | y 


. 


wr 
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Trojan bell firtjrerens Baxime IA eng 
' Dum tu ditlamas Rome ,Promeft releg ( quidndti, 
 Buiquid fit Pulchrum, quid Turpe, quid Urtile, 
| Plentnis ac mmlins Chryſsppo & Crantore dicit. 


Nor' arethe Amorous Eflays of Anacreon, Sapphog 
Gallus, Catullas , Ovid, Horate , Tibillus , Proper- 
Mus", 'with abtindance of the Modertis ; ,. to: be 
tought lt of by. the Precifians,as we ſhall by. and 
by prove, bir granted Improvers of our Know-- 
dee in the Nature of the -pafſions,. the fatigues, 
and pleaſures of Love, as well as the Dangers and 
Impertinences.of Intrigue. Oppian wrote of Filkes, 

Vicander of Antidotes againſt the biting of Vene- 
mous Beaſts, of Herbs, and Gardening. Macer 
and Palladius, of Plants. Mr. Cowly,of Medicine, 


5 Werenas, Samminicus, and Mitiellus 'Of Weights, 
n nd Meafires,Q. Rh us Fannus, Palamon; which. 
g- B Ok by fome 1 IS attributed. C0) Priſcian. Phicyliles, | 


and Pyrhagbras, wric in Verſe of tht Precepts of 
Virtue ,. and' Solon, and Thrtzus , , of Pohrics. or 
ne - Adminiftrarion of, the Tommon-Wealth: 
Wholſom, and Inftrud@ive | Satyr, Horace, Twuenal, 
| Per ſous , zus, Mr. Dryden, Mr: Wicherly in his Plam- 
Jenler, and other Poets have given us; nor are 
he krils Epigrammatifts” to be forgot, having 
+ LC = + cheat 
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their Ute: and. Diverfion, tho, I call my fl 
no Admirer of that ſort of Poetry , if it merit 
chat Nate. 
_ "Trom hence 'tis 5 Evident, That we may not 
only learn all that can be advantageous to our 
Knowledge, and by conſequence that the accy 
{ation is falſe ,.thart it ſerves only. to Pleaſure; 
but alſo that All things that arethe Subjects, of this 
Soveraign of Sciences, - * t 
There remains yet an ObjeRion, fome Men 
make no ſmall buſtle about, viz. That Poetry 
* too prophane in making uſe of fo many alk 
"Gods, and Goddeſſes, Fanus, Satyrs, and Nymph 
* 1nd the reſt of the cay Race of, Fancy ; and 
* that they ſcatter the Seeds of Debauchery in 
*the Minds of Youth, by their Amorous Verſeg 
nm — the] r_Luſtful Songs, &c. for 'which Reaſon 
© evn Plato Baniſh'd them from his. Common 
© Wealth. ; y 
* The firſt part of - this Obje Gion, I'm confident t 
youll think extreamly ridiculous, and that it me: 
rits not to betaken Norice of. But when you ſhall t 
remember that in che Third Century the Chri: 
{tians were ſo Zealous, as to forbid the reading 
of all Veathen Authors, particularly Poets , ol 
this Account, ard conſider, that we have ſomt 
{till of the lame: Mind here in England, that wou'l 
not have the Name of Jupiter, Mars, and Ve 
(no, not in Propria que Maribus) come into thell 
Childrens Mouths Elpecially their W ec their 
Lovers, &c. I hope you will allow t Hat tis not 
wh wh y. unineceſlary to clear e&vn this ObjeRtion. 


han wu mus wk ws mots 
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- Tis trne, theſe Fables cannot be condemn'd 
by any, but by thoſe who are incapable to dive 
into the admirable'uſe of *em. They muſt con- 
ſider, that ev'ry Art, as well as evry Language, 
has its- pecuiiar Beanties: and Proprieties of Elo- 

'Cution, to take which away ( eſpecially if, as 

MW Poets particularly do, we reprefent Antiquity) is 

to render it almoſt infipid, and without its moſt 

MW caking quality Pieafure,chat beſt conveys Tnſtru- 

MM tion. Rob Poetry of this Beauty of the Fables 

MM and the Gods (I mean'the ancient Poems, fo full 

of. admirable Initrudior by their means given us 
with Pleaſure, and Delight) and you deftroy the 

| Excellence of the beſtof Poets, rendring their Po- 
ems Imperfe@&, and Lame ; and if any Chriſtian 

Poets makes-uſe of theſe Gods, there is no fear 

certainly: of their paying them any. Veneration, 

when they only employ .them as the Vehicles of _ 
their Deſigns: But enough on this Point. 
The other of the Loolſeneſs of Amorous Verſes ; 
tis a part of the Knowledge ofthe World, to have - 
a'perfe&t view of all the Effe&ts of Love, all its - 

Ways, Manners, and Expreflions , and thoſe who 

forbid che Reading of rheſe;. rake away an' admi-. 

Table Guide to thoſe that mult Live where not to 

be in Love, or have to do with thoſe that are fo, 

15 impoſſible. and Scandalaus evinin the Pretence. - 

There are other advantages of the lewdeſt Eſſays 

of this Nature, which a Man of Senſe will make - 

of them., and none , indeed, ſhou'd read thoſe . 

© ut ſuch. _ Ani that Plaro baniſh'd Poets our of 

"ol his Common-Wealth, yet cou'd he write things 

D.3 +. of 
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of a more lewd Strain than the Warlt of *em, | 
witneſs theſe Verſes on the Kifling of Agatbo, dot 
from his Greek. by Decimus Laberius. OY. | 


Dum CE}. $4 [pvio 
- Meum Pucllum Savior 
© Dulcemgz florem Spiritus, 
Duco ex aperto H7Ame 2. > -..t, 
Anima tune pra & Saucia 
. Caturrit ad Labis mibi, - 
Rictumq; n 0148 per vinm 
© Et labra pueri Mollia _ 
We M4 R:imata 's rners tranſitus. 
'U: tranſiliret, nititur. 
Tum ft, mere guid pluſcule.. 
Faiſſet in Coitu Ofcula 
. Amoris 19m. percita 
Tranft ſet, & me linqueret. 
_ _ Et mira prorſum Yes foret, 
Ut ad me fierem Mortuus __ 
Ad | pre ub intus Viverem: 


Petronius himſelf has Ears gone. beyond ths 
with his yon, &c. And ws: 


"Buals 230X x ſuit illa dii Lea | 
Suam Mollis torcns | heſinaus calentes. 
Et trans "udimus hine, O&: bin think 

ir Errautes; Animas. Valete TCA r 


| Mortalis * 0 f ic bars c4pi. 


wel 


Cad). - 


_ Plato's Republic was but a. Eutepia at beſt, and 


aim'd at new-ways of forming the-Minds.of Men 
. by Laws, not {o- agreeable perhaps:to Man's Na- 
ture, as more Politic Legiſlators-have compogd, 


who receiv'd this Noble Art., and honord-its 


Profeſſors wich Public Veneration 3. being ſen- 
ſible that it was the ſureſt, and-/beſt Inſtru&rix 
of Mankind , . but that it gaye Immortality-ro 


thoſe that fayourd. it .with their Protection, and 
Generolity. Fo ore rn Ly Ap erage LS 


O ſacer, &* magnus vatum labor, ;omnia Fato, | - 
Eripis, & populis donas mortalihus: &vum. | - 


Whoever wou'd raiſe bis Mind above :the Vulgar 
 taſt, and form in his Breaſt noble; Deſigns, mult 


apply himſelf ro a reading of the Poets; -as Perro- 


nius. Arbiter has it. 


| Artis ſevere {iquis amati effeF ns 
Mentenq; Magnis applicat ——= 
%—— Det primos verſibus annos 


RA Meaomiumg, bibat felici pebore fontem. FRE 
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As there is a'Natural Excellence in being a Poet,/ 

fois there in Efteeming one and nothing , ſhews 

_ the Degeneracy of an Age more, in Honor, as 

well as ſenſe, thani a. Contempt of. this Divine 

Science , and the true Maſters of it. So that I 

muſt infer that this Preſent Ape is at a - very low 

. Ebbof Both; that, tho? bleis'd with as great Po- = 
.ets as ever Greece or Rome produc'd has fo very 

- | | Intle 
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hetle regard to.them, as not to make Public Sa- 
crifices of its Drofs to the Uſe'of Two ſuch Ex- 
traordipary Men. - There is a Plebeian Genius 
ſpread among us, and Generous and Noble At, 
are\contemn'd and laugh'd at. - But then, Sir, in 
ſo general a Defe& ro be Singular i in Taſt, chal- 
lenges the more. Honor : and this makes me a- 
 than''d to offer fo unpokſh'd and haſty. a piece as 
this at'your Feet, who are not only an excellent 
Judge of the moſt difficult Thirg;, and evnin 
the firſt Bloom of your Youth , have Maſter d the 
whole Circle ofthe Sciences, but alſo have a PECu: 
liar Eſteem for this I'plead for, and by your ad- 
mirable Choice of thoſe you converſe with, ſhew 
you can let * rione of your Hours be loſt,either with 
trifling Books in-youar Study or Impertinent Cox- 
combs in.your Converſation: 1fſhou'd not have 
the Vanity to fay this, were I;fo happy as to be 
often blets'd with your Company, I catch it but 
now and then unwilling to make you do Pen- 
nance for my Satisfa&tion ; and this Conſideration 
will- oblige me to put an 'end ro this Efſay, only 


defiring your leave” publickly to 'declare my elf 
whatI als That 1s 15 # ou 


"STR, 


Your real Friend and bumble Servant. 


; bo 
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To Mr. T:'S. in Vindication of Mr, Mil- 
....ron's Paradiſe-loft. 


oa F , 
+8" 1B; | OPS Lots gs 4a 
V O U-will pardon me, I am confident, tho 
'L in Oppoſition to yourThoughts, I poſitive- 
ly declare my elf extreamly well pleas d* with 
that part of Mr, 24;/ton's molt excellent Poem, to 
which you diſcoverthe leaſt Inclination: Thoſe 
Antient, and ' conſequently. /e{s Intelligible Words; 
Paraſes, and Similies, by -which- he frequently, 
_ and purpoſedly affets to -expreſs: his 'Meaning, 
in my Opinion do well fuit with the Yenerable 
Antiquity, and. Sublime Grandeur of | his Subje&. 
And how much foever 'forie Unthinkinp- have 
Condemn'd this his Choice.  7#, who have 
Maturely weigt'd, how much deeper an:Impref- 
flon tſs ud; (fo they be what: you will 'grant 
his always ate) Significant words, make on a Rea- 
ders fancy, than ſuch as are' more common ;' (youl 
fay) muſt yay a vaſt deference” to Mr. -Mzlten's 
great Tudicionſneſs im this particular, no leſs than 
to his entire Manage of every 'pait of that 'Charm- 
mg Poem, in 'which upon every Occaſion * he dif- 
covers himſelf. a perfe&, ' unimitable 4after- of 
Language. © Here are. you forcd to give'a-pro- 
tound. Attention to the Univerſal Creator, 
| peaking like that Almighty, who by the Fiat \. 
| | | | is 


"EGF ©: 


his Mouth made all things, and ' yet fo Grecioms 
are All his Expreſſions, as if he. valued himſelf 
more'on his Good Hill £0.24an, than on his Prero- 
| gatrve over him ; There, ſhall you read May, ad- * 

drefling himſelf Submiffrvely like a Creature, who 
owes his Being to a better, 'wiſer, and higher 
power, and yet not fo A4bje#ly, but you will ea- 
fily perceive him to be Lord of the whole: Creati- 
On»: El{ewbere, you/may ſee an Ave diſcovering 
himſelf, not a Little ar”s Superior. by Creatian, 
in PJace and Power more, but 18 Knowledge moſt 
of all. In-azother: place, behold YYoman, appear- 
ing Inferionr to both theſes, and. yet-more Ambiti- _ 
oxx than.\either, . but, then /ofter,.,much in . her 
Make.and Manpers, than her reugber Spouſe, whom 
down right Simcerity, ara unaffetied plainnels, ſeem 
moltlyroDelight. Ner.can Inow forges with what 
watt complacency .we.have oft wwgether read the 
moſt Natural, 'Lvely;c.,yet. (as their Sexes) diffe- 
rent Deſcriptions», - our! firſt Parents,” ſeparately 
make of their own'/Apprehenfions. of, themſelves, 
at:their:;f ft finding, themſelves Living. Creatures. 
Nay, the very fallen. Angels are ;:mueh . Honour 
above the beſt-of-their deſerts, : by . the Amaring 
Retatiay, we there meet: with of. their| Ambition, 
Malice, \Tnveteracy, and. Cunning ;..and never was 
Scene,>10 livelily, thown, -as that of his Pandemo- 
_ wi1,in the firit Book. Once more, and. youare 
* Noleis afteniſht at- his Deſcription, than he.makes 
the Angels, to be at the Report of their Adverla- 
_ Tiss.. DPhund'cing Fire-works. And,.,yet, if his 
Matter requites.a Meawer Sijle, how DER AO 
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he. ſpeaks Loftily at one time,  at-;ancther does, 
even to a Miracle, ſuit his ©peech $01.his SwbyetF. 
This (1 well know) has been cenlurdin 
him ' for Servile creeping 3 but if ts well 
conſider d, upon what proper .Oceaſion he thus bum- 
bles his Style, ewill be. Agcounted, (as really it is) 
his Great Commendation : But in praiſe of Mr.'Mzl- 
tonu's admirable Dexterity in this his. Matcbleſs 
Performance, fince All 1 can ſay muſt come exceed- 
ing ſhort of his de Merit, that I bririg 'not my 
Jef under-the-Corre@ion -of that known 1aying, - 


Praftat de C arthagine tacere quam pguca Aicere, 1 


Compolingiuch Aa compieat Poem On ſuch, ano leſs 


| Obſcure, than weighty Subje&, was a Tack, to be 


perform d by Mr. Aon only, yet "ris not out of 
doubt, whether himſelf had ever been able fo to. 
Sing of Unrevealed Heavenly Myſteries, had he nog 
been altogether depriv'd' of his: Outward 'Sigh, 
and thereby made capable of ſuch 'continued Stre- 


naczs, 'Imvard Specnlations: as he whothas the uſo 


of his-Badily Eyes, cannot poſſibly bevomie poſſeR 


with: Thz however muſt be Granted, as -indubis. 
tably itrye 5 The-baunriful Powers above, did more 
than make him 'amends for their "taking 'away 


- is. Sight, by. ſo-launining his Mind,;' as toenable 
" him wif: compleatly ito ting of  Matchleſs Beings, 


Matcbleſs Things, -beforeunknown toy 3nd even am 


 +beught of by the whole Race of Men; thus. re- 


warding him for a Temporary Loſs, with an Eter- 
al Fame, of which Envy it felt ſhall not beabſe 


ever to deprive this beſ# of 'Prems, (or its moſt 
_ Fadicioat dbfhor OO ont 6 05 9998 
5 ' | a 
4 © *"- Is this Faith ISubſcribe' my ſelf, © 
8" T"Rg 


- Nurs,” &C. 
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To }. H.:Eſq, In Anſwer to the Queſti- 
' on, Who was the Greateſt Fneliſh- 
Loo ns ali 9 irrreen 19 


48 TRG : A | 
F Am extreamly ſenſible under how many dif- 
"advantages I undertake the Reſolution. of 
your demand; 2»bo 24s the greatef# Engliſhman? 
And but that I have this Satisfaction left me, that 
where the Meanneſs of my Thought is Inconſi- | 
Ttent with the Eminency. of - his Virtues, and my 
Hl management. of the whole; looks like a leſlen- 
ing the Grandeur of, his Attions, you will difco- | 
ver at once Goodneſs enough to. pardon -me, ard 
to entertain an: agreeable:Opinion of my Heroez | 
(but for this ſay) I had not: dar'd thus to ex- 
pole my own Weakneb,- and his Worthinefs: 


by OO ——_— 
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| T have pitch'd upon: Thomas Cromwell, Earl of 
Eſſex, and. Viceregent -of England, for . this Man 
of Ten Thouſand: A Man, who' by his Merit a+ 
lone raisd himſelf from the meaneft Condition, 
to the higheſt Honour > A Man :in nothing un-' 
happy, ſo -much  as'- to have :livd in the: 
Reign of Henry the VIII. of. whom it was 
truly ſaid, * That be. never {par d Woman in bs: 
Luft, or his beſt Favorite in the Wrath. In whoſe 
chiefeſt Eſteem our Cromwell did yet 4 long time: 
remain: Admird by Ris Friends, dreaded by. 
his Enemies, careſt by all, and in one Word ; 
invelted with a more Extenſive Power, than any 
Subje& of England was ever beiore, or. ſince: 
pollefs'd of He was born at Putney, in Surrey; 
where his Father liv'd, an honeſt Blackſmith. In 
all the little Paſſages of his Youth, he difcover'd. 
an Adﬀive Tow'ring Diſpoſition, fond of Travel- 
Img, and covetous of Employments, much great-: 
_ er than his Deſcent; or Elucation could -.pretend- 
to; tho” Nature, the better to qualihe him for - 
the Grandeur, to which he was defignd, haden-: 
 dow'd him with. an apprehenſive Wit, a diſcern- 
ing Judgment, a prodigicus Memory, a Florid: 
 Elocution, and a reſolute Soul, not to be diſcom+ 
poſed by the greateſt Dangers. ; 
By what helps he croſt the Seas, I know not; 
_ but chere I find him in the Year 15 10. perfe&tin” 
many: Langu2ges,.. and after a while atlociating 
himſelf to lome Perſons, deputed bv the Towrr = 
of Boſton,, to procure them two Pardons, fer: 
” is ID winch . 


i, 499): 
which they had been long Solliciting in vain at 
Royie. 'Cromnell'obſerving thac the Delays :caus'd 
by. che Pope's Minifters, proceeded only from their 
Griping Diſpeficion, reſoly'd by a Witey Stratagent 
to effect that, which by Reaſon: and Important- 
þ ow could not: having one: day-prepar'd ſome 
licious Jellies after. the Ezg/;ſk. manner, . as the - 
Pope was returning from Hitnting, he:approach'd 
him wich-theſs, and a Song, -wherewith. the Old” 
Father fulins bzing'extreamby delighted";  upow' 
Enquiry after theirBuſineſs and Country, he im- 
metliately ſtamp'd their Pardons, and order'd 'em 
a Diſpatch, having firſt learnt the: Manners of 
Preparing a Diſh fo. agreeable to-his Holineſs's Pa- 
late; And this hitle- Concrivance is the 'more 
remarkable; | for that the Court of Roxre, which. 
_ goes beyond: all others in Intrigaing, were hereby 
fairly. Outwitted ; Heſerved afterwards: itt the: 
Duke of Bourbon's Army, at the Siege of Rome, 
and was :in the Frezch Camp at the Defeac. of 
Gatill:on-;. as yet he had no true Senſe of Religi- 
on, tho'.after. his Journey to Rowe, 1n which he 
 gotthe New Teſtament by Heart; he began to be 
better acquainted with the Principles of Chr:ftia- 
#*ity. - Upon his Return into-Exgland, ending Car- 
dinal Walſey the onlyManinFavour,heenter' into 
his Service,and advanced himſelf therein conſider- 
ably, by acquitting himſelf faithfully: of all things, 
wherewith he was'intrufted ; here he diſcover 
fuch forwardneſs inthe ſupprefling_ofÞfeveral 2o-: 
naſteries; given by. the King: to- the Cardinal. his 
Maſter tor building. Chriſt's 'Colledge, Oxon ny 


tt, - Su 
that thereby he'procur'd hifmſelf ſuch aburidance. 
of ill Will fromthe” S»perftitions, as that after the 
Cardinals Fall, 'he was repreſented to the Kinp, as 
the wort of Men; and the-Kimp, the more eaſi- 
ly credited, reports again(t him, becauſe. with 
much Zeal, *and as much Ingenuity he pleaded 
' the Cardinals Cauſe in the Houſe of Commons, 
(of which he ws then a Member) and'this his Fi- 
delity, to his declining Maſter, is the more; wor- 
chy Praiſe, "for that "cis rare indeed to fee dy one 
_ fand by a Falling Firoonrite, | 
When Cromwell felt the Diffolution of 77olſey=s 
- Family, heendeavour'd to get into the Kings 
Service ; whictr Sir Chriſtopher Haless Maſter of 
the Rolls, and my Lord Ruſſell happily broughe 
about, tho'the Kimg (as has been faid) was pre- 
poſſeſt exceedingly to his difadvantage : My Lord 
( with a Goodneſs inſeparable from his' Family. 
earneſtly {ollicited his Promotion, not only -ouc 
of Gratitude (Crommvell having fayv'd his Life at 
Beninia) but atfo: becanſe he tound him molt for- 
ward to promete a Reformatien int Religion, to 


which his Lordſhip ſtood well affe&ed ; and it was 


one Great Argument, made uſe of to move the 
King) to favourhim, that he was the moit fit of 
all' others to traverſe the Intrigues of the Pepifh 
Clergy. The King, after having admitted him co 
his Preſence, ask'd him fome Queſtions, and 
heard his Complaints againſt the moſt Eminent 
Sticklers for the Popes Supremacys; and as a 
mark of his fpecial Favour, he gave him the 
Ring from'his Finger, and ſent him to the Cor- 
+ UL Voearion, 


> - wed. 
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 tyecation, which hehaving the King's Signet bold: 
ly entred, and ſeating himſelf among the Biſhops, 
to their great Amazement and Confuſion, taxes 


them with ſuch Crimes as had brought them into 
ſuch a Premunire, as that thereby (lays he.) you 


have forfeited all your Goods, Chattels, Lands, - 


' and whatever ether: Benefits you are poſleſs'd of. 
By.this means he enrich'd the King's, Coffer with 


118840 /. whichtheClergy had raig'd by Subſidy, 


that by A& of Parliament they might be quit- 


ted from the Premunire,” into which Cromwell des 


monſtrated they had run themfelves. . 

., By ſuch ways he Ingratiated himſelf very much 
with the King, who now conferr'd the Honour of 
Knuighthood won him, made him | Maſter of the 
| King's Tewel Houſe, and loon aiter admitted him 
into the Privy Councel; 1524 he was made aſter 
of the Rolls,” and in the year 1527 he was inſ(talld 


Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Garter, | 
and afterwards Created Earl of Eſſex, .ahd Lord 


Great . Chamberlain of England ;, and as the high- 
_ eft Mark of the King's AﬀeGtion and Eſtzem' for 
him, he was conſtituted Vicegerent in the King's 
Abſence. Thus being rais'd to the very Pinacle of 


Honour, like a Politic and Faithful Stateeman, he _ 
was continually ſtudying the Security of the Go-. 

vernment, and the moſi proper methods for let-. 
tling Peace and Tranquility throughout the whole: 


Kingdom 3 and in order hereumo, he . reſolved 


_ = upon Correfing the Vices ofthe Age, encourage- 
ing Vertue, eſtabliſhing Good Orders, and re- 


forming Corruptions: Agd for that was maniteſt, 
Wo | SS. 2m there 


ns - 
there would not" be wanting great Endeavouty' t6 
fubvert the Government : while Moyuferies and 
ſuch like Religious Houſes (thofe Sources of vi 
cious plotting Wretches, whoſe Intereft'ic was to 
adhere to the Pope.) wete not deſtroy'd; he in- 
duc'd the Kinp to ſuppreſs firſt Chaumt+ies, thef 
the ſmall Monaſteries, arid altetwards the Abbys, 
till all che Religious Fraternities of that fort in 
Encland were diſſolv'd. And that he might be 
fare of Succek in his Refolution of fettling- the 
Reformed Religion, (of Which he. was a zealous 
Aiſerter, fecuritig the Profeſſors thereof fromthe 
Popiſh Biſhops Fury and Rage) he perſwades' the 
King to ally hinifelf to fore Proteſtant Prince ; 
and accordingly a Match was made with:the La- 
dy Ann, Siſter wo the Prince of Clwve, by whoſe 
EProte&ion the Protefams were very much-Em- * 
Eboldn'd to a more public Profeflion of their Reli- 
gion. Thus did he fortunately carry on the Re- 
Wformation, to the larger growth, whereol he gave 
Kan extraordinary aſliitance, by obtaining trom 
Fthe King a Grant for publiſhing the Bible in 
the Engliſh Tongue, whereby many were help'd 
Fodifcern the Fallacies and Herefies of the Rowifh 
Faith, who before had taken up with whar Traih 
thePrieſts had put upon 'em. Who now are impor- 
 Ftunare for a Covocation, which the Kmg ſummon'd 
to adjuſt Matters of Religion ; in this Aﬀembly 
[Cromwel takes place of all che Clergy, by the It 
WE of 7:icar General, and Giſputes ftrenuouſly for 
Wthe Proteftane Faith, Bur his Zeal on this Ac- 
count procurd him not a few conſiderable Ene- 
E _ 
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migs, of whom Biſhop Gardiner ( the moſt ſb; 
tle and inveterate'of all others) was ſtill laboug 
ing. to bring abort his ruin, which at length, wig; 
a great. deal of Joy he thought he law a fic time,” 
for the accompliſhment of, and herein, indeed elf 
was not miſtaken.” The King, by an inconſiancy,W;. 
natural to him,was grown weary of [is 2ueen,an( 
his Love was 'now. plac'd upon the, Lady Kathe 
rine Heward 3 this Gardiner oblerving, took the 
Liberty totell theKzzg,that 'twas abſolutely necel. 
fary for the Quiet of the Kingdom, and Securit 
of the Succeſfliorh, to have an Engliſh Queer ; and. 
at-fame time, with abundance. of Cunning, he 
in{tigates the King againſi Cromwell, as the fok 
Cauſe of his unhappy Marriage with Q. 4»; andiific. 
this ſo wrought upon. his Maje/fy, (who was everiifc 
violent in his Love. and Hatred) that imagining 
Cromwell was the only. Obſtacle to the Repudiati 
en of his Wife, arid his Match with Katherin, 
he ſo hearkr'd to the Accuſations of his Enemi, 
as to give Conſent that he ſhould be Arreſted: 
And accordingly by the Duke of Norfolk he wa 
Arreſted inthe Council Chamber, and committed 
to the Tower, where he lay not long betore ht 
was attainted of High Treaſon. Some of the 4r 
zicles againſt him were, * That he had diſperkd 
many Erroneous Books contrary to the Faith alſj;e 
"the Sacrament 5 thar he had Licens'd man) 
Preachers, ſuſpe&ed of Herefie ; that he ſaid bs 
would not turn ro the Pope's Obedience, tho! tis 
King turn'd ;:but if the King did turn, .he woul 
fight in perſon agaigſt him; and drawing out bl 
| \/ __ Dagg) 
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WDapoer, wiſh'd that. might pierce him to the 
Heart if he ſhou'd not do it ; that hearing ſome 
Lords were platting againit him, he threaten'd 
Whe'd raiſe great Stirs in Englaud. Tho" accusd 
both of High Treaſon and Hereſie, his Enemies 
urſt not bring him to a Tryalz but againſt all 
Mi and Fuftice he was condemn'd, while con- 
Min'd- to the Tewer ; during his Imprifonment he 
Wrcqueſted one of the Commiſſioners, ſent to treat 
Wwith him,to carry from him a Letter to the King 3 
which he refuſing with. paſſion, and ſaying he'd 
Wearry no Letter from a Traytor: Cromwell ask'd him 
mnly to deliver a Meflage from him, and upon his 
onſent. . © You ſhall recommend me to the 
* King, (fays Cromwell) andlet him underftand 
* that by that. time he hath ſo well tryd you, 
M5 and thoronghly prov'd you, as T have done, he. 
; 15 ever Came about 
* hint. In all his adverſity he was patient to a 
"Miracle 5 and when on the 28th of Fuly he was 
Whroughe to the Scaffold, and beheaded on Tower- 
Ai, he behav'd himſelf with all the Gallancry 
and Conftancy of a Refolv'd Chriſtian, He ut- 
Weerd tervent Prayers, and made a {hore Speech, 
wherein he {aid he dy'd 'in the Catholic Faith,” 
meaning thereby no more (as from his whole 
te, and even at his Death, wherein he usd no 
Wh Ceremony, it mult be concluded ) than that - 
We dy'd in the true Chriſt:an Catholic Faith. Thus 
fell this Grear Mean, and with him for a long time 
Wd the Reformation ſeem to lie dead ; his Death, 
"Wo was the chief Þftrument in it, putting fuch a 
: E 2 ſtop. 


© ſhall find you as falſe a Mang 
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op to that imperie&t work, that not Cranmg 
himſelf, in that King's Reign, cou'd ever afterward 
gain any Ground for it : Nay,rather did it decling, 
for ſeveral Preachers of the Reformed Rclipin 
were burnt in a {hort time after 3 by all which | 
appears, how great a Loſs the Church ſuſtain'd, in 
- being depriv'd of ſo able and powerful a Mem 
ber, who more than any, oppos'd himſelf with 
Great Zeal again{t the Impudences and Contr. 
vances of the Pope's Subtle and Malicious Agent 

I ſhall not tire your patience, if I recite a pak 
ſage or two of this Brave 41as's extraordinary Ge 
neroſity. It is but too common for thoſe, who 
from a low degree, are raisd to a high Eſtate, to 
look with the greateft Contempt upon ſuch,who 
have moſt oblig'd them ; but our Cromwell in the 
full Enjoyment of all his Dignities, bore himklf 
with a Moderation,peculiar to himſelf. Witneſs hi 
raking notice of a poor Woman, who kept a Vidu- 
alling-Houſe, and had formerly truited him to 
the value of 45 s. whom eſpying, as he was riding 
_ thro' Cheapfide, he order'd to be calld tohim; and 


after having acknowledg'd the Debt, he ſent her 
to his Houſe, diſcharged that, and gave heran 
Annual Penſion of Four Pound, and a Livery during 
Lite. Burt what follows is much more remarks 
ble ; As he was riding with forme Nobles to the 
King) Palace, he ſaw one footing it in the Trreets 
whom he thought he knew, immediately ordring 
his whole Train to await him ; he lights off hs 
Horſe, upon Enduiry, finding him the Man It 
eook him for, he embraces the ear Strange), 

| all 
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Wand to the Wonderment of all about him, invites 
Whim to Dinner : his haſt at- that time prevented a 
longer ſtay ; and therefore he lefe the amazed 
Stranger, who Enquiring his Name of my. Lord's 
Attendants, began to be troubled with the refle- 
Rions which this unexpeFed Accident gave him. 
Cremweil, who had ftay'd ſome time with the 
King, at his return home, finds him attending in 
the Court Yard, where again Embracing him, he 
takes him to his Table, and after ſome time finding 
the Lords who accompanied him, no leſs ſurpriz d 
at hisCondeſcention than was the Stranger : he makes 
em this Relation 3 lou wonder to ſee me thus Obliging, 
but you will be more ama% d when 1 tell you I am more 
Indebted to this Very Man, than to the whole World 
beſide , for after. the defeat of Gatillion ,' I came to 
Florence /o needy, that being forced to beg an Alms, 
this Worthy Merchant Mr. Francis Freſcobald ſeeing 
I know not what in my Face thatwpleas d bim upon En- 
quiry of what Country I was, pitying me in my Ne- 
cefſity, he took me home, and gave me a Suit of Ap- 
parrel, a Horſe and 16 Ducats of Gold to bear my 
Expences to England 3 and now turning him about 
to Mr. Freſcobald, And what,Dear Friend, (ſays he) 
bas brought you hither ? The generous Merchant afier 
he had recover'd. himſelf out of the amaze tt is 
happy Providence caſt him into, told him, That 
he was become fo Poor by his vaſt Lofles, that of _ 
all the Wealth he formerly enjoy'd, but 15000 
Ducats wereleft him, and they were Owing him 
re, and hard tobe Got too: Cromwell, atter he 
be had obtain'd. a Lift of his Debtors, ſen a Ser- 
1:82: vant 
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'yant of his own, 'in his Name,” to Demand thok 
'Sums'for the Merchant : After Dinner , raking hi t 
Friend apart, he gave him firſt 16 Dutats for thoſe 1u 
'he had receiv'd, then 10 for his Apparrel, and fl $ 
"more for his Horſe, and art Jait he Gave him Foy it 

W 

ſe 


Bags, each quantity 400 Ducats for Intereſt :- afte 
all, he paſſionately requeſted his ftay in Erglasl i 
offering to lend him 60000 Dacats for 4 Years 
Trade withal ; but Freſcobald having by Cromwell 4 
Authority, obtain'd all his Money (preterring be n 
fore all his Native Country> after a thouſand Ac 2 
knowledgements made him, return'd for Florena { 
-with a de Senſe of this fo Extraordinary and Ge i 
nerous Entertainment. 0 
"But I am afraid, Sir, ] grow too much upnl 
your Patience, and. therefo:e will ſhuc up will 
| the Character Archbiſhop Crenmer gave him ina 
Eerter to the Kino on his Behalf-—— 7 hawe founi 
(lays he) hat my ; Lord Cromwell bas always lovi 
you gf all things, and ns 'd you with ſuch Fide 
tity, and Succeſs, that I believe no King of England 
bad Ever a better Miniſter, and it is my Wijh, that 
yeur Majeſty may find a Counſellor ho both cal 
and will diſcharge his Trult as my Lora Cromwel 
bath done. 

But alas, nothing. could move that Inexorabi 
Prince, who rather than torego his unlawful Luþ 
TO the Lady H:ward (whom he dard not Many 
while Cromwell liv'd) Sacrificed this his Darlin | 
Favorite. And tho! it adds Greatly to my Lon | 
Cromwel/: Fame, that after his Death, he ws 
niott : paſſionately bowall'd by the-King, who fie 
7:6. quent 
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quently cry'd out for his Cromwell. Yet was not 
this a due Reparation to England for the Loſs of 
{uch an Extraordinary Man whoſe Virtues were fo 
Singular, his Services [o Signal, both to the Nation 
in General, and to the Reformation in particular : 
whoſe Zeal to God was fo True, whoſe Temperance 
ſo Conſtant in all Conditions ; who (in one word) 
was poſſeſs'd of a Courage fo undaunted,” and a Fi- 
deity fo rare, ' that I make no doubt you will with 
me Conclude, a Man Endow'd with all theſe, 
and many more Excellent Qualifications , well de- 
ſerves the Title of the Greateſ# Engliſhman, which 
therefore I affix to Thomas Cromvel; the Great Earl 
BW of Efex , and fo conclude, Rs OA 
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"Cloe to Urania, again$t Womens being 
" Learn d. 


I Have, my dear Urania , fo ill defended the 
18 4 the Cauſe you always efpouſe, that Ly/ander 
has convinc'd me that Learning is not for our 
XX; but before I make an entire delivery of my 
Judgment tohis Arguments ; I thought fir to ſend 
them, as well as I can remember them, to Urania, 
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ſhe has often fo well handl'd without ane, 


that betwixt a Womans Deſire and AR, 
nothing but Opportunity. 


to- ſee what influence they*ll have on her ; and 
how ſhe'll defend the Point againſt an Opponent 


Lyſander will have it, That Learning in common 
Prudence ought by the Men to be deny un 
ſince.it wou'd not only make 1s proud, and ins 
perious , and aſpire ta the command over Men; 
which, as we might by ſuch Auxiliary force eaſily 
obtain, the Charms of the Body alone giving us 
r00 great an Aſcsndant over Men ; fo we ſhoud 

. Bot want the defire of obtaining i it, having got 
the means, : Secondly , That ſince , as be will 
have ir, we were deſign'd by God for Obedience, 
not Rule; to be inſtruged by our Husbands, 
and to ſtudy only Houſhold Aﬀeairs, it wou'd be = 
Impious to raiſe us from the Office Nature had 
allotted us, to a Nobler Station. Thirdly, 
Learned Women are ſeldom Chaſt, Learning dif- 
poſing *em to Inconſtancy, and Infidelity co their 
Husbands in longing for foreign Embraces, and 


there 5 


To ial 


This , in ſhort, is the Subſtance of what he. 
urg'd tho! with more advantageous Circumſtan- 
ces of a fine turn of words, and ſeveral Examples 
to confirm his Aſlertions, which whether true or 
tale, 1 cannot determine. But one thing I muſt 
not forget ; that he much urg'd a Book call'd, 
Advice to a Daughter, the: / hw ke of which was 
roo much Eftabliſh'd' for me to Condemn. 1 
leave the whole to the Jugicious, and Ingenious 
Urania, whom 1, and gv'ry one muſt own the belt 
Adyocate 
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| Advocate for our Sex, But tho? 111 never diſpute 


that Prize with you, yet I ſhall. always that of 
which of us is the beſt Friend, and you muſt con- 


fefs, that I am without reſerye your Sincere ,. and 
' Faithful 


Cipe, 


_— 4A 
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An Anſwer to the foregoing Letter in 


Defence of Womens being Learn d. A 


_VRANIAto CLOE. 


Receiv'd yours, my Charming Cle , the be- 
ginning of the laſt Week, but the Niceneſs of 
the Subje&, wou'd not permit me to ſend you 


_ an immediate Anſwer, being too much, at that 


time, taken up with other Aﬀairs# but having 
now got an Hour to my ſelf, I ſhall curſorily con- 


ſider the weight of Lyſauder's ObjeRions. 


Lyſander, 1 muſt confeſs, is a Man of a great 
deal of Wit, and delivers his Arguments on any 
Sub with that addreſs, that they appear much 
ſtronger from his Mouth , than in Writing ; yer 
I mutt affure you, nothing I have yet ſeen of hys 
carries ſo little weight, as what you have ſent me ; 


Which ſhews how bad a Cauſe he had undertaken, 


ſince it cou'd only furniſh him with ſuch weak 
Supports, as he has produc'd. And Pm confident, 
Ns | your 


(58) 


your Love for Lyſander, brib'd your Judgment to 
his fide, which you have too much of to ſubmit 
to ſich feeble Reaſonings. 

- Learning , he tells you , will add freſh Pride fo 
our Sex, and kindle an Ambition in us of: Comman- | 
ding- ever that of Man , which we ſhou'd certainly 
perſue, aſſiſted with ſo powerful an Auxiliary, fince 
with theſe Charms Nature has beſtow'd on our Bodies, 
we g0 ſo far already, and diſcover a deſire of an abſo- 
lute Maſtery. 

"This is fo Cobweb, and Vulgara Sophiſm, that 
Fm amaz?d-to hear it from the : Mouth of Ly/an- 
der. Ts he Ignorant of the Nature of Learning ? 
or, is he not very ſenſible. that .it teaches one 79 
know ones ſelf? the conſequence of which muſt 
certainly, in any Woman of ſenſe, produce Hu- 
mility, not Pride: Ir furniſhes us with Maſculine, 
nay, Divine Thoughts, that are equally ſervice. 
able to our ſelves, and Husbands.' It makes us 
contemn the detigning Flatteries of Men, when 
they deifie that Beauty, which vaniſhes in a mo- 
ment; and which Fools preſerve with ſo rauch 
Care, for a Bair, and Snare to both their own 
and their Admirers Ruin: Learning teaches W:/- * 
dom,” which can never render us fo oppoſiteto the 
Eitabliſh'd Oeconomy of the World, as to make us 
oncethink ſo meldhyy as to attemx.t the inverting 
ſo prevalent, and inveterate a Cuſtom as the So- 
veraignty of the . Men.. Beſides., Nature has 
form'd us too weak ,.to effett a Revolution that 
depends on the Force, and Strength-of Body, as 
well as Mind ; fince Politics are meer uſeleſs The- 
ories, 
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ories, without Able Hands'to put *em in Execu- 
tion. But if we muſt needs ſuppoſe this mighty 
Revolution effeFed, who word not be willing 
to be Subje& to ſo agreeable a Power, in which 
Wiſdom, and Beamty join'd, But, my "Cloe, does 
Lyſander forget that a great many Women: yith- 
out Learving dire& their Husbands, and have a 
very awful inflaence over them 3 - but L earning 
wou'd qualihe that extraordinary Alcendant, by 
making that Rational, which was before only the 
blind Effe& of Paſſion and Fondnek. 
Lyſander's Second Obje&tion, That Women were 
by their Creator deſign'd for Obedience nt Rule ; 
to be inftrutted by their Husbands not to inſtratt them ; 
and to Study nothing but their Houſhold Afﬀairs.- 
Partly depends of what has been ſaid to the firf}. 
Tho}, by the way, Lyſander makes a little bold 
with the Secrets of the Almighty in that Affertion, 
tho' T confeſs, the Curſe that was laid on Eve for 
her Tranſgreflion, might give him occaſion to 
fay ſo, tho? it prove direaly the contrary, as my 
Viridomar, has formerly obſerv'd ; for if Woman 
was created the Subje&, and V aſlal of Man, it 
had been no Paniſhment to! ve inflited that Sub- 
jection on her. . 
- But, my Chee, Ithink*tis evident, that Learn- 
ing will not leflen that Obedienceit teaches them 
which will therefore make them practice ir as a 
Duty of Reaſon, not Cuſtom,and Impoſition, two 
weihry and provoking Mortives of Oppoſition. 
As to the Second- Branch of this ObjeQion, viz. 
| Foat we are t9 be" inſtrn#fed- by our  Husbands, &C. 
Learning 
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Learning ſave's a Husband that's capable, the La- 
bor and the Husband rhat is not, the Shame of 
attempting what he's not able to periorm ; And 
by giving him an Emulation of his Wives Virtues, 
make him endeavour not to-be out-done by a 
WWomgn, in Maſculine,, and Rational Excellencies, 
by improving his Mind with Nobler Qualificati- 
ons; and not wholly devote himſelf to ſuch ſordid 
Employments, and Diverfions, which are gene- 
rally the whole Buſineſs and. Entertainment of 
roo many Gentlzgmen 3 I mean, the-Boxtle, - the 
Whore, the Dice, with Hunting, Hawking , Caur- | 
fng, and the reitrof that wretched Train , as if 
they were born never tothink. IX 

I come now to Lyſander's laſt Objeaion,which 
is indeed. the moſt infamous of all the Scandals 
he endeavours tothrow:on Learned Women, wiz. 
thit their-Knowledge makes 'em ſeldom Chaſt, and 
breeds in 'em wandring Deſires. —— Were this true, 
1 muſt own it a very Subſtantial Argument, and 
| T ſhoy'd yield that all my Sex ſhou'd be kept from 
the uſe of Books as cautiouſly, as Madmen irom 
Edge-Tools. . But, my Clee, the Aﬀlertion is too 
general to be true, to which I my ſelf cou'd bring 
not a few Exceptions. The inſtances he produc'd, 
tho' you doubt, yet to pleaſe him Vil admit, ſup- 
poſing therefore that ſuch and ſuch Learned Wo- 
men have been Whores, it ſtill, remains, that he 
prove this was the effe& of their Learning, not 
Nature, and that if they had not been Learned, 
they wou'd not a: been Whores. A Tak, mot ſo 
eaſily perform d. But Lnce a bold Aſlertion is 70 

| proo 
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proof of any thing, it may be juftly confronted 
with an oppoſite. I ſhall therefore affirm , That 
 thoſeWomen,who,tho' Learnd,areWhores ,wou'd 
be much more proſtitute without it ; for tho? 
thoſe Inclinations, Nature and Conſtitution have 
given *'em, arenot always entirely overcome by 
Learning, yet are the violence'of them regulated, 
and reduc'd to a greater Moderation. *Tis not 
to be deny'd, That Learning being very uncon- 
mon in Wematr!, when tis found in one, it draws 
a more Nomerons Train of Addreſles from the 
Men ; but were it more common, they wot'd 
by being divided, be more eafily refifted : Nay, 
the very Motive woud be taken away, by the 
commonnels of Learned Women, the rariry of _ 
which, is the chief bait on theſe occaſions, 

Having thus run through Lyſander's formidable 
Troop of Arguments, I ſhall add a pleaſant Fancy 
of my own, which is, That the Pradice of ad- 
mitting Women to the Arts and Sciences, wou'd 
convince the Infidels of the Fewiſh and Turkiſh 
Perſwafion, that Women have: Souls, ſince they 
were not wholly taken up with the Ornament, 
and care of the Body only, and then we mighe 
hope anequal Share in the Paradice of Mabomer, 
with the Men, and not be ſhut out of the Syna- 
gogue by the Rabbi's. 

Bue that TI may wholly obviate all your Scru- 
ples, T ſhall fay one word now to that celebrated 
Book of the Advice to a Daughter, deſigning at a 
better opporrunity to give a fuller Anſyee to a 
Eook I have very little Eſteem for. 
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I eah never admitthat an implicit Faith is more 
exculable ih our Sex, than in his ; becauſe I can 
by no means diſcover, that what he advances 
carries any thing of Reaſon with- it. Thele are 
his Words,— :- * |. 

As to your particular Faith Jeep tothe Religion that 
is grown up,with you, both as it # the beſt in it ſelf, 
and that the Reaſon of ſtayng in it on that Account, 
z ſomewhat ſtronger for your Sex, than it will perhaps 
be allow'd to be for ours, in reſpect of the voluminous © 
Enquiries into Truth by reading, are leſs expedted from 

ou. 
: Here you find a flouriſh of ward indeed,- but 
in -my poor opinion , no very weighty Senſe. 
The ſtreſs of the whole lyes on a falſe ſupport; 
_ I mean, the corrupt Cuſtom of the Age; whichz 
he lays, ill not Expect Our reading, and ſearch 
after the moſt Material of Truths, that this Life is 
given us for ; if Truth be obſcurd by ſo many 
Volumes, *is the fault of thoſe in' whoſe hands it 
has fo long been reſerv'd, If it be a Truth that 
is alſo neceſſary for our Future Happinets 
to be rightly inform'd in; *s certainly equally 
our Duty toerquire into it ; and they are to blame 
who deprive us of the firteſt means, Learmng : 
and it it be an incumbent Duty, 'ewill be bur a 
weak,and poor Excuſe for continuing inan Error, 
becauſe we were bred in one; Beſides, this wou'd 
hold on all fides,and muſt-of Conſequence be yery 
jallacious ; and 1 muſt needs add, That whatever 
goes a Lady wou'd make, by the Direction of 

ehis Advice, 1n the Courr, the wou'd make but a 
very 
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 veryindifferent one in Reaſon. But 'tis evident, 
that he is not in _earneſt., when: a little afrer he 
preſctibes a quite contrary Rule — Let me rc- 
commend to you (fays he) a Method of being Rightly 
inform'd, which can never fail ;\ "tz in ſhort this— 
Get  (inderſtanding, »d profice Ulirttue; 8&c: 
Now how ſhe ſhou'd get this Underſtanding he 
leaves her, and us inthe Dark-3-tho' I am confi- 
_ dent it can never be obtain'd to a degree of 
being | Rightly inform'd without Learning 3 unleſs 
he woud have it by Inſpiration, which I humbly 
preſume, is none of. the moſt ſolid Cinderftan- 
dings iv our Age. 
* But my charming Friend, I have detain'd you 
too long this þout to ſay any more on this Sub- 
je, or Book, when we meet Ill give you more 
of my Sentiments, which nothing cou'd make 
me fo free of imparting, but the PleaſureIhave 
to pleaſe ſuch a Friend 3 tho? I ſhall never yield 
to you in ſincerity, or any other Duties that are 
ow to Cle, by 


Her faithful Friend, 


Urania» 
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Some RefleSions on Mr. Rymer's Short 


View of Tragedy, and an Attempt 


at a Vindication of SHAKESPEAR, _ 
in an Eſſay direed o JOHN. 


DRYDEN Ef, 


A S ſooti as Mr,-Rymers Bobk came to tmy 
A Hands, I refolv'd to make fome Reffe#:ons 
upon it, tho' more to ſhew my ill than my 
Abilities, But finding Mr. Denns had almoſt pro- 
mis'd the World a Vindication of the Incompa- 
rable Shakeſpear , I quitted the Deſign, ſince he 
had got a Champion more equal to his Worth ; 
not doubting but Mr. Dezyis wou'd as effettually 
confure our Hypercritic in this , as all Men muſt 
grant he has, in what he attempted in his Ipar- 
tial Critic. © 7. | 

Bur expecting thus long, without hearing any 
farther of it; I concluded fome other more i- 
portant, or at leaſt more agreeable buſineſs, had 
diverted him irom ir; or that he thought it an 


unneceſſary Undertaking, ts perſwade the Town of 


a Truth it already receiv'd ; or to give any tar- 
ther Anſwer to a Book, that carry'd its own Con- 
demnation in its ſelf. However. ſince I find 


ſome build an Afſurance on this General Silence of 


all the Friends of Shakeſpear, that Mr. Rymer's Ob- 
jeRions are unanſ{werable ; T reſolv'd to. beftow 
rwo or three days on an Ellay to proye the con- 


traſry ; 
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trary : Which may. at leaſt bring this advantage 
to the Cauſe, to convince the World how very - 
good it is, when one of my ability, info little 
time, have ſo much to ſay for it, and that with- 
out goihg through the whole Defence.. _... . 
Lindeed, like the moſt indiferevt Counſel, make 
the Motion, but leave. more: able Heads to Plead 
the Cauſe: One great Satisfaftion,T have(however 
T ſucceed) is, that I ſpeak before a Judge that is 
the beſt Qualify*d to decide a Controverlie of this 
Nature, that ever England produc'd; for. in you, 
vir, The Poer, and The Critic meet in their higheſt 
Perfe&ion ; and, if the Critic diſcover tie. Faults 
ol ShaReſpear, The, Poet will alſo ſee, and admire 
his Beauties, and Perfe&tions, For as you. have 
Learning, .and ſtrong Judgment to diſcern his 
leaſt Tranſgrefliions , fo have you a Genius. that 
can reach his Nobleſt Flights ; and a Juſtice ,that 
will acknowledge his Deſerts : And were there no 
bther Arguinentstobe broughtin his Vindication, 
It wou'd be more, than ſufficient to deſtroy all 
his weak Antagoniſt has huddld together againſt 
him, that you give him your. Approbation,: 'This, 
Sir, is really my Opinion, and I'm ſure the moſt 
ſenſible Lovers of Poetry wiil fide with me. in.it : 
and fecure'me from the Imputation of being fo 
fooliſhly-vain, to think.I Cant fatter You, when 

1 ſpeak of your JPO2tey, your JUDgMettt, and 
your Tande Ns ſince whatever can be ſaid onthat 
any one below Mr, D2YDen's. Abi- 


Subje&t; "by. 
3 Sn ads wt | Poo WO Ip ANG p 
faint Shadow. .of the 


lities, wou'd' be but a M8 YN oats ts 
; Me ie alone, .- - 


Mighry Þ dnegyric of your DE 5 
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-. The Method I ſhall obſerve in theſe Refle®ion: 


(for my time will not permit me to bring ſ6;con- 
| fagd a'Chaos into a more regular Form) will be 
firſt to run over the Pages of his Book as they lye, 
and give you ſome Animadveti ſions inxpart of thoſe 
Abfurdities they contain; for to examine all,wou'd 
fwelt my Lerter into a Volume, and be five hun. 
dred times as big 2s the Text, like a certain Re: 
' verend Df. on Fob. Next , I ſhall attempt a 
Vindication of Shakelpear,where he more for- 
merly attaques him. 


' 


Tn the firſt, I hope you'll forgive me, if I uſe | 


him with no more Reſpe&, than hedoes @hake: 
fpear of Port + And in che Jatter, I hope you 
will admit Recriminations on thofe Patterns, he 
propoſes to us for the Teſt, of Shakeſpear' 
Faulrs, as a ſufficient Anſwer to what he Magi 


fierially lays down, as Self- Evident, with a Scorn-' 


fal, tho? Clumſy Jelt, without any other Reaſon 
to confirm it ; if not as a Demonſtration of that 


Injur'd Poet's Excellence. And that we may 


| from thence conclude with Mr. Rymer (as he has 


it in his' Preface to Rapin) fince his Standards of 


N-rfection are equally culpable, That the proate# 
 Wits;borch Modern, atd Aucicnt, ſometimes ſlip, and 

ere liable to Cavils : And by conſequence, thatall 
bis Pains were needleſs Sh kelpear in- 


els to bring DYak 
ro that Npmber, ſince his greateſt Admirers ever 
confefd he had Faults : Tho' no Man biithimſell, 
I b&tieve, ever RF him of all. Excellence ; and 
I muſtſay, That moſt that he produces are meer 
Cauils, and convidt him. of 'being one of thoſe 


Critics, 


* 2m 
CL Tay 


| 


"tion of a Poet being wanting. 


(&). 


| Critico, that like Faſps rather anniy the Bee's, 'rbars 
-ferrifie- the Drones: 0647 DOIN Capt 7 4.98.7 4 B82 1's 


© Br, indeed; the Lovers of Shakeſpedr ma) 
well forgive the Author of Edgay, and this 'Shore 
view of Tragedy, whatever he can ſay againit his 


Excellence and Genius - fince being his Oppoſte, 


* no wonder his Mind's not capacious enoug] 
to Comprehend, nor his Taſt Paeticalenotgh'to 


reliſh the Noble Thoughts which the Ingeniotis 


Have admird' in. Shakeſpear-ever fince he 


Wrir, ; 


Tt has been the Fate of moſi Criticson Poetry, 


to Err in thofe Things they Condemn in others, 
or to diſcover by their Writing, how ill qualify'd 
they are to judge of any thing, but the Regularity 
of the Strufture of a Poem, which the' Known 
Rules of Art furniſh them with; the chief forma- 

; Nature denying 
tronius Arbiter, 


them the DiotremVenam., Jt 


|| fo ſevere on Lxcan, and Sencce (for on then his 


Teflets in his $aryricex) kept not clear of that un- 
hatural Afﬀe&ation he condemnd in them. '7e- 
jeph and Falius Scaliger (as Rapin obferves) had 
the Art, but wanted che ſupply of Nature when 
they attempted Perry. * But Mr. Rymer . "in any 
thing he has yer publiſh'd,, has nor the leaſt ſha- 
tow of pretence to the 'Excellence of either of 
theſe, ' Petronitts had 1/77, had Fire, a Genins, 
and Language; and tho the Scalipers were not Po- 
«&;, yet had they che Merits ot pretty good Cr#- 
ticz; but this Gentleman has ſcarce producd ene 
Criticiſm, that is not Ee from Rapin, Dacier, 


.or Boſſu, and miſ-apply'd to Shakeſpear, And 
_. for his Poetry,from the Heroic Tragedy of dg 
 . to. the River 30tMDs, he diſcovers ,not the = 
"Genius, nor Taſt of it ; and-theretore muſt he 
_. granted a very, incompetent Judge of fuch a Poet 
SHAPE IK: io ooo 
*  Someof my Friends, whoſe Authority was ye- 
\ ry great with me; won'd needs have me examing 
Pa t 3 bur there were two things that obſtru. 
.&ed my complyance with tizer—The Firlt,That 
it was fo abominably ſtor'd with Opium , that 


I cowd not poſlibly keep my Eyes open. to read | 


It attentively 3 Theother, That *ewas ſuch a Bar 


ter in it ſelf on Poetry and ſenſe, that all the | 


Pains I cou'd take about it, wou'd be only to give 


him the vanity of imagining it worth any Mans 


taking Notice of... 


The Pigce now under our Conſideration is ina 
Vein ſomething more merry, and uncommon; 
tor, tho” *tis frequent enough to meet with a dull 


Poectaſter for a Peer, yet *tis ſomething more rare Þ 
to encounter a jolly Droll for a Critic. . Tho', that 


with the abundance of Þ Nature, Conceit, and 
Affe# ation of appearing a Scholar, is the Vebict: 
. that carries off bis Nonſence , with as ill Judges. ol 
that, as he.is of Poetry, and makes them take it 
for an extraordinary Thing : and this will make 
che better excuſe for .my examining, how very 


_ "Monſtrous a Fantorn 'tis, that is fer. out in fo for-ſ | 


_ . millable an Equipage: ” 
. *Topaſs over the Epiſtle Dedicatory, . which Vke 
Bays his Prologues, may ferye as well tor any other 


Book]. 


pr 


I 
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Book as thi, nay =—and for aty other Lord toos 
2s well- as the Noble Lord *tis addreſs d to (whoſe 
generous Pacronage of aſl/that have any Merit; 
in the Republic of Letters, ought to have ſcur'd: 
him from' ſuch a P:ophatiation):* And. whar's : 


more, will do e'ery jot as well, for an Advertiſc- 


ment to the Courteous Reader, as for an Epiſte- 
Dedicatory, it being a Medly of Stuff without 'Co- 
herence. Deſign , or Engliſh. * But "to examine al: 


that's Enintelligible, falſe Engl jp;and abſurd, wou'd* 


be ar Herculean Labor, and exterd'my Conſide- 
rations to_eery Line, | I ſhall begin. with the: 


"He begins with the Neceflity of 4Chorw, urg-" 


ing, That, as 'ewas the the Original, fo cis the- 
| moſt Eſſential part of a_779pedy, becauſe it keeps. 


the-Poer, to the:Unities of'-rrtmej'and' place : But 
tis evident, from the Suppliantsi of Euripides (as: 
you, Sir, have: formerly obſerv'd)and fromRacines 
Heſter, (as Mr. Dennis has noted) that the Cho-- 
1 does not neceflarily do what Mr: Rymer pre- 
tends; nor was it- at all in -Ho#aces Thoughts; if 


- we may judge. of them by" thePrecepts he gives 


about it in his Artof Poetry. 


Bur Mr. Dennts having evidently cleat'd this 


Point, I ſhall ſay no more of it; but that'if, as' 
our-Critic contends, 'cis the Poet's incumbent Du- 
ty to gratifie the Eyes, as well'as Ears 3 this muſt: 
be 'done without offending againſt Nature, and 


o 


Probability”, as the Chorus does. (which is abuti- 


Uantly prov'd by che Jimpartial Critic). Bux 
by iete Who-have'a more Seallaty Roladehyy 


F 3 the 


(9). 


Othello, whowmibe:refleas on ; tho', as they have 
a Nece! coneem in the Pla af fo cou'd they 
not: be! introduc - I their , Habits, which 
afford that Gratificat be Eye-he makes the 
Duty of ery. Poet p-- > 99vh Tha hate of fo foreign, 
and ufinatural a; Thing « as 4 Chorgs, 
.. The34. and 4%, Pages are almoſtunin 
atld at.croſs. fend ne. Paragraph with, any 
therg fot he Haw Thatthewords of Shake, 
pay; do not - {et- TA AGiep; and then of 4 
1vddamn be congludesthe contrary,” that they do. 
Next, P46; \ke-hasan admirable fetch, -to prove 


_ that Prowuntchation, isa potable Fehic, to carry off 


Nonſeift, by. ſhewjng »that it ſer off.che Senſe of 
Demoſthenes; .;Jis.grantedz. That good Ns 
true Promencvetiny if 0:great belp. LO, Sexſe ;; bes s\ 


canſe it fers it ins its, proper Light, as/ill roncating 
ſets.it.jn. a falſsone,-a6 — loſe its luſtre; 


as Maria] ſenſi ghee "9 rigenfinss S 


— ew nveltir hen A 4 Fidentineghellss, 
RY Mate. dappregitas incipye wh ets 


2\But'i it feems; tO: mo, Thatahe Reaſon, which 
makes Good Pronunciation let all Seje- , muſt ma 

| Nenſence-more. viſibley for the giving &'ery Worg, 
and -:Sentence: its £16 Emphaſic; myſt make-.qhe 


Glugder.more obvious, to even thoſe,' who, jn ,the 


Readingwou'd.perhaps over-look-it: I grant;that 
the iPomp of the; Þheatre may, parbaps,. dull the 
<dg8- of .oorJudgment , bur. -Pronpacipriew Never 
ſ: 3 Can, 


. 


the Afton and. F able, as the Sexators of Venice in 


elligible 
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But:were all this true, I can't find that 
ſpear falls jufily under his Cenſure;”asto 
Ga panic - for he affirms, That Shew; Attion, 
and Pronunciation, loſe their force under: 1 ſrious 
Peruſal ; yet after fuch a Perufal, Shqkeſpear 
does ſtill maintain his Reputation with the. ow” 
te Genius's our Nation. has produc'd in [5 
py mn 84 pay is Joy _ oP | 
ts, but innate W y Conſequence - 
bis incoherent buſtle is to. very little end 
poſe. 


- But the next Proof of the” Power. of: Skew 
Aion , and. Pronunciation , is.extreamly: Myon; 
P.8. He tells us, That Cardinal Richelieu was: by 
them. influence? d in his mighty Approbition' of 
| the Tragedy of Sir Thomas Moon, tho! there were 
neicker Poetry, nor Senſe in it, Yet were inot 
ee able tobyafs hisnice Taſt to favcur:the'Ci4 
FCorneil. (who-had mare of. .aPoet, thawone'of 
oor Fleczo's Claſs) which places the Cardinal” in 
the: Mejores Nuyero, of the Diviſion of Juuges 
made by Horace ,'clear contrary; to our: Coltic's 
8/34 Well, I muſt- ſay. this for him; Fhat 
tho! his Reaſons and Ob/ervatieve are far. from irre- 
fragable, yet his Rambles. are admirablec:and un- 
accountable from-a- Comical Harangue againſt Ope- 
18s, P. 9, lo, It, 12: he-runs to Verſe burleſq; 
and how long.it had been in _1td/y before it paſs'd 
the Alps, 1 ſuppoſe, to ſhew us be had read Pe- 
tifen, quoted .in: the Margin, -for the Devil a*bit 
had it to do. with the Bales; in:hand.  Thence - 
with another leap, he jumps back again to «£/- 
_ F 4 ___ chylis 


- 


© oo TOS 
<hylzs'his Perſians; propoſing ic for a Model pra- 
portion'd to our Engliſh Capacities. Of which, 
| Page the 13th.” having drawn in imitation in the 
Spaziſh Expedition of 1 588. our Trage4o didaſcu- 
lw dobsieche Jtvinctble Armado. His draught 
indeed-.is very nice' and circumſtantial, in the 
yery:{crious, and-at the ſame time extreamly Ri- 
dioulors'' Acconnt of all the Incidents of this 
- Draught! to the very. Beards of the Spaniſh Gran- 
dees; the Tuns of Tar Barrels for the Heretics ; 
and the ſquabling of the Cabiner Council, about 
Pcefetments not yer in their Power. And is it 
not:asgreat an Error in Manzers, as any Shake: 
pear. is guilty! of in-the worſt of his Plays, to 
make':the - hk Politicians of that Age ſuch 
extegious' Coxcombs ? But what wretched 
Mortal is there of 1o very forrowful or moroſe 
2. temper; that-muſt- not laugh to hear him ſay, 
Thaton1b4 Occaſion 10 Competitors have, juſttr 
Occaſion to work ay, ' and ew the Muſcle of "their 
Paſſiorh, \than Shakeſpears ; Caffius ; and Brutus? 
Cod any Puge in; Barbary be ſo ignorant of com i 
| moiiiSexſe and'Renſon'as this ? he muſt Pardonghe 
Expreflion, *cis his'own'to a much greater Man, 
-..'Tis rue, he tells us with his' uſual Magiſterial 
- Affarince \, Thar theſe Spaniſh Grandees of his 
Creation, have a-jufer Occaſion tor a Paſſionate 


Scene than Shakeſpears, Brutus , and Caſſizs: 
Byt-1'huuſt ask his Pardon it I ſabſcribe nor co his 
Opinion : Bur to-puniſh him ſufficiently for this 
grobs 'Abſirdicy', and Arrogance, lay down the 
Log 0, PR be nn nd, Oe OR 
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s this Scene : 


82 


matter barely as is, propoſing the Occaſions juſt; 


3 they lye in both theſe Authors, our Hifariogra- 


ober, 1 mean, and the inimitable Shakeſpear. .- .. 

Firſt, Here is 'a C6uncil of 15 of the greateſt, 
old Politic Heads that Age producd in Spain, 
quarrelling with one another avout things out of: 
poſſeflion,in Extopia, Tobe Kings of. Man; Duke-, 
Trincalos, and Duke-Stephanos, &Cc; is there either 
Nature or Poflibility of this ? fo far is it from any 
probable Ground. _ G6 in 
© On the other hand : Here 1s Caſſius, a Paſſio- 


nate, Ambitions , and Avaritiow Roman, impa- 


tient to bear a refuſal of a Requeſt he made for 
Lucius Pella, that was found guilty of Bribery (a 


- Crime himſelf was guilty of) looking on himſelf 


of equal Power at leaſt with Brutzs, and a Bro- 
ther, if not Father of the War, being Ambitious 
and. Choleric too, as I ſaid, cou'd not but reſent 


it as an infringing his Authority, and Friend(bip; 


and by conſequence diſcover his Reſentment at 
firſt meeting. , But this is not all-the Ground of 

15 Scene : Here is Bratus on the other hand, a 
ſevere follower of Virtue, to which he Sacrific'd 
his Friend and Father, Cz/ar, and con'd not there- 
fore but reſent Caſſius's deviating from Virtue, his 
pretence to which made him his Friend, How 
coufd he bear. with Caſſius in his Bribery and Ava- 
rice, who cou'd not with Cz/ar's Ambition? for 
in denying Money, for the Payment of thoſe Le- 
gions (on whoſe Fidelity, not only their Lives, but 
the. Fate, and Liberty of Rome, which was. yet 
Gearer to Brutus, depended) he gave them up to 
Ot avins and Anthony. pre 


( 74 3 
Parallel indeed betwixt theſe two 
there be any thing more Childiſh 


Ts there a 
Occaſions > Ga 


and trifting, than the firſt ? And can'there be any 
thing greater, and more weighty than the latter? 


The Prize of Chymera's on one. fide, and the Li- 
zTty, and Fate of the greateſt Empire.in the 
World; nay, Life, Honor, Virtue, and all that 


can or ought to be dear-on tlie pther. e's 
* Lee this be aconvincing proof of the Genize and 
Fudgment of our Aiftoriographty Rojal, who coud 
prefer his own dull Burleſque on' Common Senſe 
tothis incomparable Scene of Shakeſpear, which 
3s juſtly admird by all Men of Senſe. 1... 

But to proceef , If Deſdermtina's Charadter bg 
below the dignity 'of Tragedy, what are theſe Spe: 
wiſh Segniora's, who are to tpend a whole A& in 
telling of Dreariis,' which were. likely to have fo 
mighty influence en the Spaniſh Polzticians,; (at 
c[gton and Bigottry) 


ways note for their Religion and 'Bigott! 
as to, furniſh out: Diftra&tions and Diſorders eworugs 


for an At. The Draught of the next Adis eery 
jot as:merry,: for *tis very Nattifal:indeed,, and 
nel according th Memers to Ding in « King 
 Philoſophizing 'on. Dreams, and, Habgoblivs | uylels 
| be were to be ſtich'a-King as he ſo much admires 
in the Rebearſal3, or a King Phi, by his fornier 
Profeflion, might bg fiipposd to. have ſorne Nor 
ble, if not NobJe Thotights (as our, Critic requires) 
RM - 5. 7.20 2088 19905 WP NY 


-- The 16th: Page; 'is a brief, tho'fully as ridicu- 


lous pon, 5p of what he had ſaid' ar' large 
before, "rho" thi 


 - 
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Fourch AR is above meaſure Co- 


Abt. Sa ata E 


" #4 i. pie." 


a A 
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mical, wherethe Spaniard is to. be heaten © 


bim abſolucely out of his W 
that he hada Mind to be lewdiy merry extreamly.. 
out of Seaſon, or Play the- T h. 
much he was. better quabfy'd for a Forcewright, 
than a Critic. . .Bur being aſſur ſince by ſeveral 


the Advice he has the extraart 


big, it ſhall not run the Fate of his 7005 £ 


box and-Gallergeit, with any gat 
'I8t.it may Zearthe. Bell (to harrow :an extraordt- 
# 5 3Þ 'Y 


| the: Devil of a/ife , or Dr, Rau op; becauſe 


FT. 
fi-wich. 


a Vavguard of Dreams and Goblins, andihe Tarvo's: 


, or what's all one, 


all wk 3 ÞQ LOS: 
roll,. ro ſhew how. 
, 


Ingenious Gendemen, that he nor only means 36. 
a5 2 ſerious thing, but that. the Doftors do not. 
think him Mad enough for Zed/ar, 1 will: tur. 

ys raardinary Allurance to. 
gve you, infinitely. more juſtly. to himſelf, thas, 


. 
o 


he wou'd undertake the Writing upon We adni-; 


rable: Plot 3 and for his Encouragement, I aflyre, 
d; with a firm belief, 23 | Xt 


S O, not. Fit» 


» 
: : 


nary Phraſe from our Hiporjograjber Royal) irom 


+ 


very.exce(ſrve Extravagance of 1 ought mught 
mak us Jaugh , whergas Edgar.caud provoke ng- 
duvg-but Sleeps une uo ants 
. But his putting\this'on- you; Sir, aſter ſo tnany 
Public Exprefions of your Friendſhip for him,6s 
private Services(as I'm informd) dong him,ſhews 
ve Morals, as fauley, as the 4arnmers he has laid 
down for the Heroes. of this 4nti-Tregedy, With: 


"© 


| what Face cou'd he put fo little and jcurrilous ag 


front .on Joy, in this Book, without. provocation, 


PIT | TORY 
who in. his Preface to Rapin, did preferr your De- 
ſcription of Night to all the Maſter ſtroaks of the 
Ancients, and Moderns. . If you had no other 
me! its certainly the Tudgment of Virgil animated | 
with a more ſprightly Wit, deſerv'd better from him 
than ſo mean, and fo ungenerous an Abuſe. & 
But now to the next Chapter. 
* To ſhew he had read Plato, he quotes him 
P-18. to prove what, no body yet ever deny'd. 
that knew any thing of the Original of Tragedy. 
Nor has any one, .that Tever met with, pretended 
that there was no Poem, that had the Name of 
Tragedy before” the time pf Theſpir. But if from 
hence'he wou'd inferr that Tragedy was Adted 
before his time, he proceeds farther, than the 
yords of Plato,or any other Authority will war- 
rant him ; for.cill Theſpz, it was only a Hymn to: 


= 
C 


Bacehas, Sung and Perform'd in Dances, and Ge- 
Ricolations by the 'Chorze. But. then it had'no 


Epiſode or Ator ;, and therefore Theſpis was the 
Original of the. Tragedies, thar are Acted; tho' he 
buile it on the Foutidation of the religious Ooat- 
Dong: this , not only Horace, bur; all the Cri- 
tics,” I have met with, affirm.” And himſelf con- 
feftes, P. 19. that when it came to be an Image 
of the World, 'it then had'a ſzeular Alloy, and 
was by Conſequence alte1'd from what it was be- 
fore, chat bom 4 Religious Hymn, to a Repre- 
ſentation of Humane Life. The End therefore and 
Aim of it being thus alter'd, the' Mediums to that 
End, mult of Conſequence, be alter'd too; The 
Praiſe 'of Bacchus was no more Neceſſary to for- 
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' ming an Image of Humane Life, -than the Praiſe 
_ of Hercules , or any other of the Gods. Now, 
if the Chorus beneceſlary, becauſe 'twasthe Ori- 
pinal of Tragedy, 'tis equally neceſlary the Choras 
ſhou'd celebrate the Praiſe of Bacchus, as it origi- 
nally did 3 but if Tragedy by the Alteration ef its 
end were ſet on a new bottom , we are no lon- 
ger oblig'd to regulate it according to its firſt In- 
" ſticution. So that I can ſee no reaſon, that be- 
cauſe per retain'd the Chorus, it was therefore 
"a neceflary part of Tragedy, or if it be, why 
the Dancing and Muſic that was continu'd with 
it, was any more meer Religion, than the Chorws 
Its ſelf, or a lefs neceſlary part of Tragedy, ſince 
both were ofeqtial date, as to their Riſe, and End. 
Bue this only. en paſſant. 
_ _ Þ. 20. , Next, he leaps to the Care the Go- 
' yernment had of the Theatre, in permitting no 
Poet to preſent a Play ro:the Houſe ll paſt 
Thirty: This Obſervation might, perhaps, pro- 
ceed from Self-Intereſt, hoping to perſwade us, 
that, upon another Vacancy, he* is qualify'd for 
Poet Laureat, intimating , that the older a Man 
grows, the fitter he is for a Poet, contrary to the 
Judgment of his Friend Rapin ; from whom he 
borrows the Obſervation that the Arhenians ſpent 
' more of the Public Money about their Chorus's, 
and other Decorations of the Stage, than in all their 
Wars with Perſia. From hence he ſoon paſtes to 
his beloved Ariſftopbanes (and to do him Juſtice, 
he always exprefles an extraordinary Paſfion for 
Farces) tho? 1 am to ſeek in what he drives at is 
4 bs A " 


oft thoſe Praiſes he beftows on him ,- for Running 
- 8 Muc,(as he phtaſts it) at all manner of Vice whire- 
ever be [aw it, be it th the greatef# Philoſophers, the 
'Preateſt Poets, the Gerterals, or the Miniſters of State. 
"Woud he have otir Foers toflow his example, ati 
_ expoſe out Diomits, Biſhops, Lords, Generals, atid 
Miniſters of State ? this be his defire,yet either he 
ought not to blame thern for their Defe in clia, 
or is in Juſtice bound to fecure them from the Pe- 
 nalties,they wou'd iticur by doing fo: Scav. May, 
and fome ſich odd things are Bug-bears, that 
 woud have frighten'd his Arifophanes , front his 
freedom, if che Arhatian Law,” like ours, had fe: 
 cut'd Vice, and Folly in the Gregt ones, from ths 
 attaques of Poets. He ought thetefore either to 
moderate his Indignation at our Poets for ohly 
expoſing the Common Life. of Matikind, of if he 
[ wou'd have none but Stateſmen, and Generals ti- 
[ dicutd, let him lead the Dance ;. and fear not the 
q Succehh of A4riftophanes, being fo well qualify'd' for | 
a Farce-Wright, his Ptopehiſity 'to thar, influen- 
 cing perhaps his Judgrnient in favour of this Greek 
Poet, above all thoſe that ſucceeded him. Tho' 
Duintilian, as good a Judge as Mr. Rymer ſays ot 
Menander, not Ariſtophanes , meo judicio diligenter 
lets, ad cunfja que precipimus, efficienda [uffict, 
Ita owmnium Imaginem im vita Expreſſit, Tantain © 
 inveniendi Copia, eloquendi facultas, ita omnibus Re- 
bus, Perſonis, affetibus accommodatus., ut omnibus | 
 ejr[dems operis  Awtoribus tenehras obduxerit. But 
Mir. Rywmer mult be fingular in his Opinion, or MN | 
He coud not keep uphis CharaQter, as he is in the 
meaning 


\ 


He will have it; that mon Minimmn is but a faint 
Commendation3 tho? *is evident from the beft 


| of the Sixth Book of Vaygil's e/£ncids, prove at all 
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meaning of thelo two Verieche quotes, Pag. 25. 


Non minimum: meruere decus, veſtigia Greca, 
 Auſs deſerere, , & celebrare Domeſtics fate. 


of the Latin Authots , that wor _ ts us'd 
for Magnum, if not Maxim. - perhaps usd 


| by Herace as a more Modeſt DE of their 
Worth, thathe 


might not incur the imputation of 
flattering by a ſtronger Praiſe, thoſe who were 
kviog. Buzl defie him to produce nm Minimum 
in Cicero, or any other Author of Note, in a fenſe 
leſs than Magnum. Not does that Quotation ont 


that Virgil gave up the Cauſe; and yielded the 
Grecians more excellent in Poetry has the Latins, 


any more than Horace did in the Epiſtle by him 
quoted, for thus it runs, 


Excudent ali; ſoiramia wellic ara, 

Credo quidem, wives ducent de murmore vnltus: 

| Orabunt cauſas melius, caliq; meatns, 
: Deſcribent radio, & ſurgentia fiders dicent. 

Tu Repere imperio populos Romane mementos 


_ (He tibi erunt Artes) paciſqy imponere Morern , 
Pareere ſubjetis & debellare lars pers | 


"From which tis evident that h& meant only 
this, that Governing Nations ,, and Juſtice ſhou'd 
be their chief Care, and greateſt Art, not Ne 
2 


(8%) 
he thought the Remeis did not excell the Grecians 
in others too ; for, I believe, none will deny but 
Cicero was a greater Orator than Demoſthenes, or 
at leaſt as great,and that Virgil was as great a Poet, 
as Homer. And for other Arts, Pliny was of opji- 
nion, That the Romans excell'd the Grecians evin 
in *em, as well as that of Governing. 'wheh he ſays 
inthe 36th Book of his Naturel Hiſtory, That he 
wou'd (hew the World conquer'd in. the Works of Art, 
as well as by the Sword,and then proceedsto Paiit- 
ing, Statuary, GC. BAY - $2) Lbs; 

- But, Sir, I fear, Iſhalltire your patience ſhoud 
I touch- upon efery Pape 3 F'll therefore ſtep to 
P; 63: and with that and the 657h. make art end 
of my-Reflet#ions, and then examine more parti- 
cularly what relates to Shakeſpear. P. 62. he ex: 
preſſes himſelf much- againſt Rhime in Plays, by 
which he not only ſhews his Mind is' niuch al- 
ter'd ſince he writ Edgar in Rhime ; bur alſo 
makes it the diſtinfive mark- of- Heroic Verſe in 
Engliſh, as the numbers of Hexameters are of La- 
tin Heroics : But he gives us no Reaſon for the 
Parallel, for that-indeed wou'd be to break an i 
old cuſtom, which he's very -foud of, If there- 

fore I cou'd produce-no- Argument againit him'in Þ 
particular, yet muſt, a bare denial, : be granted 
equivalent to a-bare Aflertion : but the nracter is 
net fo barren of Reaſon.as to be deſtitute of a:very 


convincing proot . of the contrary, viz. TheNum- 


bers OT Feet diſtinguiſh the Latin Verle, and the | 
| Numbers of 'Hexameters are very different from | 
thoſe of 7embicr; which is the Verſe mbft' us? hy 
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at leaſt out of the Chorxs, in Tragedy, fo in En- 
olifh *tis the Feet, .or Numbers that” diſtinguiſh 
Heroic Verſe from all others, whereas the Num- 
bers are the ſame in blanc Verſe, as in Rhime ; 
ſo that they are equally. Heroic Verſe, and Mi 
tons Paradiſe loft, is a ſufficient proof of this; fo 
that according to. Mr. Rymer all Verſe of ten Syl- 
*Jables are as improper for 'Tragediesin Engliſh, as 
P:ntameters are in Latin, for that is 'the conſe- 
quence of his Arguments, £ 
= The ſecond Paragraph of P. 65, That furniſhes 
me with the .ſubje&t of my laſt Refle&tion, is a 
Maſter-piece, composd of hisbeloy4 ingredients, 
the Unaccountable, and theunintellintble ; for 
Wie tells us, that /mce the decay of thFRoman Empire, 
this Iſland has been more fortunate in Matters of Poe- 
try, than any of our Neighbours, &#c. I muſt tell 
him that it muſt be a goad-natur'd Reader that 
(after all he has faid.) ſhall rake bis word fort; for I 
cant ſee how he can, make it out, if Shakeſpear 
Ihe fo far from a Poet, as not to be fit- to write 
ballads, or what's all one, as ignorant of Nature 
$any Pug in Barbary ; if BenFobnſon be guilty of 
- Wich Stupidity ; it 24i/ron, as he commonly aſſerts, 
{ Ware nothing in him; and Beaumont and Fletcher 
We ſuch, as he repreſents fem. He wou'd do 
; Wicll co fix this Excellence above our Neighbours 
7 FWomewhere; for hicherto he has Cone nothing but 
. 
: 


Frraign our greatelt Poets. Bur the latter end-of 
Is Paragraph as unintelligible as fris, muſt I find 
als for a Proof of this, if we will have any fro 
im. We find (lays he) the Britiſh Poetry to this days 


1 


} 
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To confirm which, he proceeds thus. One of oyy 
eldeſt Medals bears a barp on the Revers, with the 
Name Kunobuline around'it : But what of that 
good Sir? What if it had Merlin, Gildas, and half 
a ſcore more about jt, what's the conſequence? 
I adviſe him in his next Book notto put his Friends 
to ſuch trouble to underſtand him 3 tor my part] 
cou'd never yet-meet with an Oedipss to ſolve the 


Ridle; tor what has the oldeſt Medal todo with 


the proof of our having the Brzzſþ Poetry to this 
day, unleſs the other {ide of the Medal had fur- 
rih'd ns with ſome of it, if he draw not the odd 
conſequence from the Harp; that where there is 


Muſic, there muſt be Poetry 3 as where there i 
Smoak, thereqnult be Fire, according to the law i 


dable Obſervation of our Matrons of Antiquity, 

But there needed no. Medal of Kunobuling to 
 Eeproduc'd; for the proof of the early uſe of Po 
try inthis Iſland, -and that long before YVirgs writ, 
The Britiſh Bards are enough to juſtifie that ; we 


need not wait ti!l the decay of the Roman Empire, 
witneſs Lucan, Lib. 3. who writ of times that pre 


ceded 7:rpil. | 
Vos quoq, qui fortes animas, belloq; prremptas | 
Laudibus in longum wates dimittits zvum. 
Plurims ſecuri Rudi carming Bardi. 


But what's this to the Confirmation of his Aﬀer- 


tion, that nextthe Romans we excell'd in Poetry! 


©Tis notthe number of Years, nor Poems that wil 
eftabliſh our Excellence, but the Quality z is their 
7 AN es TED Per: 
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Perfetion, that muſt give us the adyantage of 
our Neighbours. | 


But to expel Reaſon, Method, (without which 


all is confuſion) and Meaning from this Author is 
1n-vain, fince he tells usin a former Eſſay he can 


keepto no Metbid or Form, and that he is not cut 
out for penning any Treatiſe. But then why, in 


| the Name of dullnefs, does he fly in the Face of 
Nature, and fſpight of her. appear in Print, not 


only as an Author, but Judge, bringing to his 
Tribunal, thoſe who were qualified with whathe 
extremly wants, viz. A Genius and Judgment : 


his :7udgment being ſo weak, that he con'd not 
keep Coherence through one only Page. Bzing 


thus quality*d, no doubt his cenfure of the. admira- 
ble Shakefpear, muſt be excraordinary, which 
Lhall, after I have premis'd fome general Confi- 
derations examine. | 


To ſurvey the Antients wich an impartial Eye 


re, *twou'd make one wonder at thoſe extravaganEn- 


comums, and that inexpretlible Advantage above 
the Moderns* fome of our Dogmatic Critics give 
'em, were there not an Extraordinary Vanzy, in 
extolling their Performances and Virtnes, becauſe 
by that means they arrogate to themſelves the 
Deputation of underftanding them better, than 
other Men. This makes ,Rapin tell us what an 
univerſal Genius Homer was 3 and that all the 
Arts and Sciences are to be learn'd from his 
orks, tho* ſome others perhaps, net leſs able to 
underſtand him,can nor diſcover any ſuch Matter, 
Ss the A thor oftheDjalogues of theDesd very wittily 


” c.- 9 


intimates in the Dialogue betwixt Homer and Al 
. fop- Thele Gentlemen wou'd cover all the Abſur. | 


dities of this Poet,. with the ſpeciovs Whim of Alle 
gory, never thought of by Homer htmlelf. Bur he 


may thank his Fate for allotting him a time fo 


much remote from ours, elſe they wou'd not be 
tond of himco ſo unreaſonable an exceſs ſince they. 


can't allow no excuſe for ſmaller Faults i in theit- 


own Councrymen of a later date, fuch 11 Patri- 
ots are theſe Partial Critics ; for 1 defie Mr. Ry- 
mer, and all of his Opinion t to parallel in Shake: 


ſpear, the Wounds, the Hatreds, the Battles, and 


Strifez of the Gods. And he muſt confeſs, if he 


be not a {worn Enemy to all Reaſon, that: He- 


mer's Tun is a Charadter far beneath; and more 
diſproportionable, than that of Deſdemona, tho' 
che ficlt be of the Queen of the Gods, Foves Si- 
iter and his Wite, and theother aSenators ,Daugh- 
ter of Venice, Young Innocent, and T2nder. It 
De[deanma be too humble tor Tragedy, and dif- 
cover not Elevation of _Soul enough for her Birth. | 
and Fortune : Homer's Tuno mull be much too low 
| for an Hercie Poem, having no Parallel for Scold- 
ing but at Billinſgate For the furious curtain Le- 
tures of a City Wife, who-is fupream Lady at 
home,are nothing ro hers. This Fupiter finds, when | 
the only Rew. ely he has left to ſtop her Mouth, 
13tO!t an to thrallk her Divine Jacket, which 
mazes her Son. YValcan lomethipg, concern'd about | 
the Shame twill be to have tfs Goddeſs Mother 
| ſiſter: the Baſtivade before the Heavenly Crew, 
Where 5 the Nature? Where the Reatonof tha # 
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If the Nobleneſs of þ» Thoughts, the Majeſty of 
| bx Expreftion, andVariety of þ# Numbers made 
' the ſucceeding Ages fo fond of Homer , as to 
| find fome Excuſe for his failures, in Conduct and 
Characters ; isnot Shakeſpear more ungenerouſly 
dealt with, whoſe Faults are made to a pretence - 
to deny all his Beauties and Excellence? 
- But *tis not theſe Inſtances in the Prince of the 
Greek Peots, (with many more, both as to the 
Condude and Characters) that influence> me to 
encline to a ' better Opinion of the Moderns 
{I mean of my own Country) than Mr. Rymer ; 
and fome of the Graver Pedants of the Age ; the 
w {Excellence I find inShakefpear himſelf,commands a 
"= julter Veneration; for in his Thoughts and Ex- 
piefiions he diſcovers himfelf Maſter of a very juſt 
Obſervation of things ; ſo that if he had (which 
Ideny) no Learning, his natural parts woud fuf- 
ficiently have furoifioa him' with betrer Ethics, 
than our Hypercritic allows him. Bur that which 
aggravates his Malice is, he extends his cenſure 
to "Betd himſelf, whoſe $kill in Moral Philoſophy, 
| we ſuppoſe, at leaſt equal to his: But to give - 
- & the World fome Satisfa&ion, that Shakeſpear 
c- Wl has had aygroat a Veneratian paid his Excellence 
at Wl by Men of unqueſtiond parts, asthis I now ex- 
iN preſs for him, 1 ſhall give ſome Accountof what 
lt; £ Lhave heard: from your Mouth, Sir, about the 
noble Triumph he gain'd- over all the Ancients, 
ut F by the Judgnient of the ableſt Critics of that time. 
The Matter of Fat (if my Memory fail me 
not') was this, Mr. Hales, of Eator, affirm'd that 
G 3 he 
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he won'd ſhew all the Poets of Antiquity, out-_ 
done by Shakeſpear, in all the Topics, and 


common places: made uſe of in Poetry. The E-. 


nemies of Shakeſpter wou'd by no means yield him 


ſo mnch Excellence ; fo that it came to a Reſolu- 
tion of a trial of Skill upon that Subje&; the 


place agreed on for the Diſpute, was Mr. Hales 


Chamber at Eaton; a great manyBooks were ſent 
down by the Enemies of this Poet; and on the 
appointed day, my Lord Falkland, Sir fobn Sack- 
ling, and all the Perſons of Quality that had Wit 
and Learning, and -intereſted themſelves in the 


_ Quarrel, met there, and upona thorough Dilſqui- 
ſition of the point, the Judges choſe by agfeement 
out of this Learned and Ingenious Afſembly, una. 
nimouſly gave. the Preference 'to, Whakelpear. 


And the Greek and Roman Poets were adjudg*4d to 
Vail at leaſt their Glory in that to the Engliſh 


Hero. T'cou4d wiſh, Sir, you woud.give the Pub» 


lic a juſter Account of this Aﬀair, in, Vindication 


of that Poet, I know you extreamly eſteem, and | 


whom none but you excels.  - 


[ 


Shall we therefore ſtill admire Shakeſpear with 
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"theſe Learned and Ingenious Gentlemen, or put 


him in a Claſs below Sternold or Flecknoe, with 
Mr. Rywer, becauſe he has not come cloſe tothe 
Rules Arifoth drew from the Practice of the 
Greek Poets, whom nothing it ſeems can. pleaſe, 
but the Antic Forms and Methods of the Athenian 
Stage, or what comes up, and {ticks cloſe to, them 
in our Language. | | 


*« 


_—. 


[ can ſee no Reaſon why we ſhon'd be fo very 
fond of imitating them here,without better proofs 
than the Critical Hiſtoriographer has progucd- 
is certain, the Grecians had'not the advanitage 
of ys in Phyſics, or ariy other part of Philofophy, 
which with them chiefly confified in words ; they 
were a Talkative People 3 and beirg fond of the 
Opinion of Learning, more than the thing it felf, 
the moſt ſpeedy way to gain that, ffop'd their 
Enquiries on Terms, as is evident from their So- 
1biſtry and DialeFic's. There can be no difpute 
among the Learned, but that we excel] them in 


theſe Points. Since the time of Des Cartes, when 


the Difates of Gyeece began to be laid aſide, what 


© 2 Progreſs has been made inthe difcovery of Na- 
we? and whit Abſurdities laid open in theSchool 


Precepts, and Terms of Ariftotle, = 

But Erhics is a Study not fo abftruſe as the ſearch, 
of Natural Gauſes and Effects ; a nice Obſerva- 
tion of Mankind will furniſh a fenfible Man with 
them; which makes me unable to gheſs how the 
Greeks ſhou'd have {o monftronsan advantage over 
bs in this particular, as fome weu'd' give them, 


F who are fo far behind us in things of greater dif- 
Ficulev ; but it can'tbe otherways whilſt we make 


that Age and Nation the Standard of Excellence 
without regard to the difference of Cuſtom, Age, 
Climate, ec. But T queſtion not to make it ap- 
pear hereafter, that we much ſurpaſs the Greeks 
and Latins, at leaft in Dramatick Poetry., As 
tor Expreſſion (the difference of Language conſi- | 
derd) the Merits of which is proportion'd to the 
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 Tdea it preſents to the Mind, and for Thought, as 
well as for Deſign. And had you, vir, bur given 
us.an Heroic Poem, You had put the Controverſie 
out of doubt as .to the Epic too, 'as your Oedipy 
( for. all the Quantum mutatis, of which a- 
nother time) your Al for Love, and ſome other 
of your Plays have in theDramatic,in theeſteem of 
impartial: Judges. 

. Had our Critic entertain'd but common Juſtice 
for the Heroes of his Own Country, he wou'd have 
ſet Shakeſpear's Eaults it their true Light, and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd betwixt his, and. the. Vices of the Age; 
for as, Rapin (a much jufter and more Canuvid Cri- i» 
tic) obſerves, the Poet often falls.into Vices by. 


| = . | "RF | . Y "3 £'-b= \ $4 's __ - 
complying with the Palate of the Age he iivesin; 


and-co-this may we truly and juſtly. refer a great 
many of thefe Fanlts Shake[pear: is guilty of, 
For, He.not having that advantage the Greek Poets 
| had, of a proper Subſiſtence, or to be provided 
tor at the Public Charge, what Fruit he was to 
_ expect of his Labors, was from the Applauſe of | 
the Audience ; ſo that his chief aim was to pleale 
them ; who not-being ſo Skilfal in Critici/ms, as 
Mr. Rzwmer, wou'd. not. be pleas'd without fome 

-Extravagances mingl'd- in (the? contrary to) the 
Characters ſuch, ahd ſuch a Player was to Ad. 
This is the Reaſon that moſi of his Tragedres have 
a mixture of ſomething Comical ; the Dalilab, 
of the Age muſt be broughtin, the Clown, and 
the Valet jeſting with their Becters, if he refolyd 
not to diſoblige the Auditors. And I'm affurd 
from very good hands, that the Perſon that Aced 
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Fago was in much eſteem for a Comadian,which 
made Shaksſpear put ſeveral words ,,and expreſ- 
ſions into his part. (perhaps not fo agreeable to his 
- CharaGer) to make the Audience laugh , who 
 hadnot yetlearnt to endure to be ſerious a whole 
| Play. This was the , occaſion of that particular. 
place fo much houted at by our Hr Poringrapher 
- Royal, Py” 


Awake, what ho, Brabagtio, ec. 
An old black Ram is rupping your white Ewe ;CCC. 


This Vice of he Age it was that perverted. many 
of his Characters in his other Plays :. Nor cou'd 
it be avoided if he wou'd have his Audience ſit 
the Play out, and receive that Profit, that is the 
chief End of all Poets. To this ſame Cauſe may 
be attributed all thoſe Quibbles, and playing up- 
on words, ſo frequent in ſome part of him , as 
' well.as that Language that may Bn £00 rough, | 
and forc'd to the Far, up, and down in ſome of 
the -beſt of his Plays. 
-Afﬀcer all, the Head of his Accuſation i is, That 
is not improbable, that Shakeſpear was ignorant 
of the Rules of Arifotle's Poetics; and was imper- 
fe& in the three Unities of Time, Place, and * 
Aion, which Horace in his Art of Poetry gives 
no Rules about : for that Which T have heard 
Quoted from him, has no relation to the Dra- 
maric Unittes,.. Foe a | 
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whoſe Judgment, he aſſures us] ſeldom errs, by 
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as 15 evident from what, goes before - but "AR bis | 
Coherence, Uniformity, and Equality of any Po- 
<min general —— ; 


——— Amphora cepit 
Inftitui, auerrente Rota cur urceus exit. 


*Tis only the Concluſion of what he propoſes 
about Seyen Verſes before, 


Inceptis gravibus, & magna Profeſſis, &C. 


and this of Perronjas is a juſt Interpretation of it 
in,my opinion, bn TIS 
Praeterea ne ſenteritia emineant extya corpus ora- 
tion expreſſe ſed nteFo veſtibus colore niteant, That 
is, it gives only a Rule that all Poems be ofa 
Piece and Equal. 7 08; 
So that ſince he cou'd gather no Inſtruaions 
in this Point from Horace, we may excuſe him for 
tranſgrefling againſt them : and this defe& his 
greateſt Admirers confeſs d before his Uſeleſs piece 
of Yll-natur'd cenſure, and cou'd have Pardor'd. 
Mr. Rymer, had he gone no. farther ; But when - 
he Robs bim of all Genius, and denies him the 
Elevation of a Shirly, a Fleckno, or a Fordan, we 
muſt modeſtly return his Complement, and tell 
him, Thar never a Biackamoar '(as he 'learnedly 
terms a Negro) in the Weſtern Plantations, but 
muſt have a better taſt of Poetry than himfelf; 
and that *tis evident from the -, Woman Judges, 


their 
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their continual Approbation of Othello, Hamlet, &c, 
he is in the Wrong, | 

But ſhou'd we grant him that —_—_ wanted 

' Art (tho' Bin Fobnſcn denies it) can he from thenge 

' infer he was no Poet? The diſpute of which 

confers moſt to the forming a Poet, (I mean, 2 

Compleat one) Art, or Nature., was never yet 

agreed on 3 Horace joyns them , Quintillian and 

ſome others give it to Nature : But, till this Gen- 
tleman, never did any Man yield it wholly ta. 

Art ;, for that all his Arguments both in this or his 
former Book ſeem to drive at. |} 

. - Anice Obſervation of Rules, is a Confinemene 

2 great Genius cannot bear, which naturally covers 


Liberty; and tho* the French, whole Genius, 


as well as Language, is notſtrong enough to riſe 
to the Majeſty of Poetry, are eaſier reduc'd with- 
in the Diſcipline of Rules, and have perhaps of 
late Years, more exactly obſerv'd *em. yet I ne- 
ver yet met with any Engliſhman, wHo wou'd: 
preferr their Poetry to ours. All that is great of 
Humane things, makes a nearer approach to the 


Eternal Perfeftion of Greatneſs , and extends as. 


tmuch as poflible its limits toward being Bound- 
leſs : Tis not govern'd by Common Rules and 
Methods, but Glories in a Noble Irregularity ; and 
this. not enly in Writings, but AGions of ſome 
| | Men. Alexander, Ceſar, Alcibiades, &c. feem'd 

actuated by other Principles than the common 
Maxims that govern. the Ref of Humane Kind ; 


' and in them the preateſt Virtues have been mixe 


With great Vices, as well as the Writings of Shake- 


ſpear 3 


# 
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ſpear z: yet are. they granted Heroes, and fo muft 
» He be canfeſgd a Poet : The Herces Race are all 


like Achilles, Tura negunt, ſibi nata, | 
But as I do not think'that ro be a Great May, 
one .muſt neceſſarily be wholly exempt from . 
Rules, fol muſt grant, That Virgil, Sophoctes, and 
Your Self are very Great, tho' generally very Regu- 


lar; But theſe are Rarities fo uncommon, .that 


Nature has produc'd yery few of them, and like 
the Phcenixes of Honeſty, that live up to the Pre: 
cepts of Morality, ought to have public Statues 
erected to them. - But yet the leſs perfect ought 
not to be Rob'd of their Merits, becauſe they 
have defe&s, eſpecially when the Number of 
thoſe exceed theſe, as in Shakeſpear , all whole 


Faults have not been able to fruſtrate his obtain- ' 


ing the end of Alljuſt Poems, Pleaſure and Profit. 
To deny this, wou'd be to fly in the Face of the 
known experience of fo many Years. He has 
(1 fay) in-moſt, it not all, of his Plays attain'd '. 
the full end of Poetry Dehghr, and Profit , by mo- 
ving Terror and Þ.cy tor the Changes of Fortune, 
which Humane Life 1s ſubje& to., by giving us a 
lively and juſt Image of them (the beſt Definition 
of a Play) for the Motion of thele Paflions afford 
us Pleaſure, and their Purgation Profit. Beſides, 
there are ſew or none of thoſe many he has writ, * 
but have their” Juſt Moral, not only of more gene- 


ral Uſe and Advantage, but alſo more riaturally 


the Effe& of them, than that of theOedipus of So- 


 .phoeles, as may be ſoon perceiv'd by any one that 


will give himſelf the crouble of a little Thought, 
4 an 


: ny 
and which will in ſome meafure appear from 


what I have to ſay in the particular Defence I 
ſhall now make of FE Ot. | 


Othello. 


To begin with the Fable(as our Critic has done} 
I muſt tell him, he has as falſly, as ridiculouſly 
repreſented it, which I ſhall endeayour to put in 
a Juſter light. | 


Othello « Noble Moor , or Negro , that had by 
long Services , and - brave As eſtabliſh d himſelf im 
the Opinion of the Senate of,CIeniCe , wins the Af- 
feftions of Deſdemona, Daughter to Brabantio one 
of the Senators, by the moving account he groes of 
the imminent Dangers he had paſt, and bAards he 
bad ventur'd through, a belief of which his known © 
Virtue confirm'd, and unknown to ber Father Marries 
ber, 'and carries her (with the leave of the Senate ) 

with him to Cyprus, his Province. -He makes Cal 

fio his Lieutenant, tho Jago, had ſollicited it by bus 

Friends for himſelf, which Refuſal joyn'd with a iea- 

touſie, that Othello had had to do with his Wife, 

makes him contrive the deftrudion of Caſio, and the 

Moor, to gratifie his Revenge, and Ambition. But 
 baving no way to revenge himſelf ſufficiently on the 

Moor, from whom he ſuppos*d be had receiv/d a dou-, 
| ole Wrong, proporttonable tothe injury, but this, he 

draws Lim wu a grear deat of Cunning into a Fea- 
+ louſie of bis Wife, and that by a chain of Circumſtances 

cnrriv'd to that purpoſe, and urg'd with all the taking 
FE nſintations 


00... 
inſmustions imaginable ; particularly by a Handker. 
chief, he had convey'd to Caffio (which Jago's Wife 
fole from Deſdemona) to convince the Moor by . 
Wife was too familiar with him, having parted with 
ſuch a favour to him, which ſhe had on ber Marriage 
receiv'd from Othello, with the ftriffeſt charge of 
Peſerving, it being a Gift of bis Mother of Curious 
Work, and ſecret Virtue. Othello, by theſe means, 
wor to 4 belief of his own Infamy, reſolves the Mur- 
der of thoſe, he concluded guilty, viz, Caflio, and his 
Wife; Jago officiouſly heck , the diſpatchins of 
Caflio, having got his Commiſſion. already, but is al(- 
j "pa of bis deſign, employing one Roderigo to 
 Thas purpoſe, 2who bad follow d him from Venice, in | 
hapes by bis means to enjoy Deſdemona, as Jago had i 
promis'd him. But the Moor effectually puts by 
Revengegjn Execution on bis Wife, which is no ſooner” 
done, but he's convinc'd of his Error, and in reworſe 
kills himſelf, whilf 1289, the Cauſe of all this Villa- 
ny, having ſlain hisWife for diſcovering i , is born 
| away to a more ignominious Puniſhment, as more pro- 
portions to his Villanies: 


'The Fable to be perfe& muſt be Admirable'and 
Probable, and as it approaches thoſe two, tis more 
or leis perfect in its kind. Adwnrable, is whats 
 wicommen, and extraordinary, Probable, is what 
3s agreeable to common Opinion. This mult be 
the Teſt of this Fable of Qthello3 butrhen we muſt 
Not take it, as given us by our Drolling Critic, 

who very truely confefleth in his former ' Book, i 
(and in that he is no Changeling) he muſt be 
_ metry 
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merry out of Seaſon, as he always is ; but as I 


| have laid it down, elſe we ſhowddo Shakeſpear a 


great deal of Tnjuſtice. 
 Tſnppoſe none will deny that it is Admirable: 
that is, composd of Incidents that happen not 
eery day , his Antagoniſt confefles as much ; 
there is therefore nothing but the Probability of it 
attaqud by him, which I queſtion not either 
wholly to prove, or at leaſt to fet it onthe ſame 
on with the beft of Sopbocles, that of his Oe- 
1PUs. 


- *Firſt, to ſee whethe? he have finn'd abainſt 


Probability, let us conſider what our Ca- 


viller obje&s, all which may be reduc'd to two 
_ Points. Firſt, That tis not probable that the Se- _ 
nate of Venice (tho? it uſually employ Strangers) 
__ ſhould employ a Moor againſt the Turk : neither 
- s1t in the next place probable, that PYeſdemone 


Thou'd be in. Love with him. On this turns all 
the Accuſation, this is the very Head of his of- 
tending. . Sa 

All the Reaſon he'gives, or rather implies, for 


' the firſt Improbability is, That *tis not likely the 


State of Venice, wou'd employ a Moor, (takin 
him for a Mahometen) againit the Turk, becauſe 


.. of the mutual Bond of Religion. He, indeed 


lays not ſa, but takes it for granted that 


_ Othello muſt be rather for the Turkiſhfintereſt than 


the Venetian, becauſe a Aſoor. But, I think (nor 
does he oppole it with any reaſon) rhe Chara- 
Ger of the Venetian State being to employ Stran- 
gers in their Wars, it gives ſufficient ground to 
$ Our 


6 

our Poet , to ſuppoſe a Movr employ'd by *em 
as well as a German; that is 2 Chriſtian Moor, as 
Othello is repreſented by our Poet, for from ſuch 
a Moor, there cou'd- be.no juſt tear of treachery 
in favour of the Mabometans. , He tells us — 


I fatch my Lifeand Being from Men of Royal Siege. 


Suppoſing him therefore the Son or Nephew of _ 

the Emperor of Monomotopa, Ethiopia or Congo, + 
forc'd to leave his Country for Religion, or any 
other occaſion, coming to Europe by the conve- ' 
nience of the Portugueze Ships, might after ſeve- 
ral Fortunes, ſerve firſt as a Voluntier till he had 
fignaliz'd himſelf, and prov'd himtelf worthy of 
Command ; part of this may very reaſonably be - 


drawn "* what the Poet makes him fay. Now 


upon tIts Suppoſition, it appears more rathonal, 
and probable,the YVenetians ſhou'd employ aStran- 
ger, who wholly depended on themſelves, and 
whoſe Country was too remote, to influence him- | 
to their prejudice , than other Strangers , whole 
Princes may in ſome meaſure direG their Actions 
tor their own Advantage. But that O:hello is fup- 
Pos'd to bea Chriſtian is evident from the Second 
A&, and from theſe words of Fago ;—— Ans then 
for her toWip the Moor, weret to renounce his Bap- 
tilm, ec. Why therefore an African Chriftian 
may not by the Venetians be fuppos'd to be as zea- 
lous againſt the Turks, as an Europran Chriſtian, I 
cannoc imagine. So that this Buſtle of Littore 
littoribus Contraria, &c. is only an inconſiderate . 
| . amuſement 


/ 


_.---; 
Amnſement, t6 ſhew how little the Gentleman 
was troubled with thought when he wrote it... 
"No more.to tize purpoſe, 1s that. Heat he eX- | 
preſſes againſt Shokſpears , giving a Name;;to his 
Moor , though Cinthio dig not, though Hiſtory 
did not warrant it, . For this:can be no. more ob- 
jetted to out Poet, then the perverting the Cha” 
fatter of Dzdo, and confounding. the, Chronalo- 
py 10 bring her to the time of <Eneos, .is to. Var- 
BG; the firſt #s Uh rex monand in Hiffary, fo 
foes, not contradit v7 Bu the laſt is. a. plain 
of] iffory ,and Chronology. 
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Shakeſprar is not-to ſeek For one for what he has 
done:  *Tx7as neceſſary tagive lis Moor, a. place - 
of. ſome Figure.in the Wocld,* to give. him, he 
reater Authority , and 'to make his. Actions 
ve tore. Conſiderable', and what. placgy, more 
Thely to fix.on, than Venice, where Strangers are 
Amitted to:the; higheſt Commands in Military 
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Th granted, a.Negro, here does leldom rile_a- | 
bove a Trumpeter, nor often perhaps higher ar 
MB 7nice. But” then that © proceeds from + the; 
Vice of Mankind, which is the Poers Duty as he 
informs us, to, corre, and to repreſent things as 
they ſhould Þe, not as they are, Now 'tis, certain, 
there ho rez{on in the nature of. things,: why a 
Negro of equal- Birth and Merit, ſhould not be on 
J any equal bottom ,: With a Germany, Hollander, 
French-mas,, . &c. 'The Poet, therefore onght to: 
wo juſtice to Nations, as welt as Perſons, and . 
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ſet them to rights, which the common courſs 
of things confounds. The ſame reaſon ſtands in 
force for this, as for puniſhing the Wicked, ang 
making the Virtuous fortunate, which as Rapiy, 
and all the Critics agree, the Poet, ought to dy, 
though -it generally . happens otherways. The 
Poet hastherefore well choſen a polite Pzopleq 
caft off this cuſtomary Barbarity , of confining 
Nations, without regard to their Virtue , Ky 
Merits, to livery” and contempt ior the meer 
Accident of their Complexion. by 

'Thope Lhave bronght by this time as convihs 


pnqy, 


cing proofs for the; probability in, this particular, 

. as Mr. Rymer has againſt ir, if I have not wholly 
ain'd my Point.Now therefore 1 ſhall proceed to 

the probabifitFof De/demona's Love for the- ow, 
whichTchink-is ſomthing. more evident againſt hin 
Whatever he aims at in his inconſiſtant Ram 

ble againſt this, may be reduc'd ,tothe Perſy 
and the Manner. Againſt the Perſox be quote 
you two Verſes out of Horace, that have no more 
reference to this, than———1iz the Beginning Gui 
made the Heaven and the Earth, has to the prod 
< —_— Divinum of lay Biſhops, the Verſes ar 
theſe, y mer oe by. 


Sed non ut placids coeaut immitid, nou ut 
' Serpentes avibus geminentur, tiegribus ggne 


'_ - unlek he can prove that the Colour of a Man a: 
. cers his Species, and turns him into a Beaft 
Devil. "Fs fuch a vulgar Error, fo criminal $ 
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fondneſs of our, Selves, to allow nothing of * 
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manity to any but our own Acquaintance of the . 


fairer hew ; that I wonder a Man, that pretends 


to be at all remov'd \fram the very Dreggs. of 


the thoughitlefs Mob, ſhould eſpouſe itin'fo pub- 


lic a manner ' a Critic too, who puts the Poet : 
in mind of corre&ting the common corruptions 
of Cuſtom, Any Man that has conversd with 
the beſt Travels, or read any thing of the ilto- 


w ry. of thoſe parts, on the continent of A4frice, 


diover'd by the Portupueze, mult be fo far from 
robbing the. Negroes 6t ſome Countrys-there of 
Humanity, that they muſt grant them not only 
greater Heroes, nicer obſervers of Honour, and 


-and all the 'e- Virtues that diſtinguiſhzgd the 


old. Romans, but alſo much better Chriſtians 
(where Chriſtianity is profeſs'd) than we of Ex- 
zhpe generally are. They move by a. nobler Prin- 
ciple, more open, free and generous, and not 


{ach ſlaves to ſordid: Intereſt, 


After all this,Othello being of Royal Blood, and a. 
Chriſtian, where is the diſparity of the. Match 7 
If either ſide is advancd tis Deſdemona. And why. 
muſt this Prince. though a Chriſtian , and of 
known and experienc'd Virtue, Courage, and Com-- 
daft, be made :ſuch a Monſter, that the Ye-- 

mtian Lady. can't love him without perverting. 

Nature? Experience tells us; that. there's nothing 


more common than Marches of this kind, where 


the Whites, and Blacks cohabit. as in both the 
Indies and Even here at home, Ladysthat have 


dt.wanted white Adorers,haye indulg'd their A- 


H 2 | morous - 
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' morous Dalliances, withtheir Sable Lovers,with: 


out any of Othellos's Qualifications, which S | 


proof enough, «that Nature and Cuſtom, hayg 
not-put'any ſuch unpaſſable bar betwixt . Cre. 


tures of the ſame kind, becauſe of different «« 


1ors, which I hope will remove'the improbabilj. 
ty of the Perfon, eſpecially when the powerful 
Auxilarys of extraordinary Merit and Vertug 
come to plead with a generous Mind: - 


.” The probability of the Per/oz being thus cops. 


firmed; I ſhall now conſider that of/the Adamy 


of his obtaining her Zove.  Tothis end we muſt 


ſtill- keep in mind the known and: /experiend 
Virtue of the door which gave Credit, and At 


thority to what he faid;; and then we may ealily 
ſuppoſe the ſtory of his Fortunes, and -Dangey,/ 
would make an impreſſion of Picy, ayd admins. 
tion at leaſt oiſthe boſom of a -Woman, of a fb 


ble and- generous Nature. No' Man of any g& 


nerous Principle, but muſt be touch'd at ſuff'ring 
Virtue, and value the noble ſufferer, whoſe Cor 


have leſs force on a Woman'of any principle df 
Honour and tendernefs; ſhe rauſt be moy'd and 
pleas*d with the Narration, {ſhe muſt: admige his 
conſtant Vircue, and Admiration is the firſt flep 
to Love, which will eafily gain-upon thoſe who iz 


have once emeitain'd it. | 


- Dido in Virgil-Was won by the Trojan ſtrange Wei, 
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ſhe never ſaw before, by the relation of his for; 


_ tunes and'Eſcapes ; and ſome particulars a 


f Narration.of «/£neas, carrys full as ridiculous and 
B04. Paco. 2s any, ming, Uihels lays 5the. 
i moſt crifling of! which is, OS on 


y % the Anthropophagi, and. Men whoſe. Heads 
'. do grow beneath their Shoulders, WET. 


N. 4rd of the Cannibals that each other eat. 


Wor all the reſt is admirably fine, though our 
I vondertul Critic can't reliſh it, there is a moving 
Bl Beauty in each Line, the words are well choſen, * 
Wind the: Image. they give great, and Poetical ; 
Ml what an Image does Deſarts JDIE give? that very 
Bf fpither is a perfect Hyporypoſis, and ſeems to. place 
mein the midſt of one, where all the ative hur- 
ry of the World is loſt; but all that I can fay, 
will not reach the excellence of that Epithet fo 
many-properties of ſuch a place meet in it. But 
s for the Cannibals, &c. and the Men whoſe Heads 
gow beneath their Shoulders. 1 have heard it cone 
(demr'd by Men whoſe caſt I generally approve, 
yet muſt they give me leave to difien: from them 
*s , and permit me either wholly to juſtific 
Waekeſpear, even here, or at leaſt to put himon 
an equal bottom with Y:rgil, in his moſt beauti- 
ul part. For the fault lyes either in the Impro- 
tabigty of thoſe things, or their Impertinence to 
the bufineſs in Hand, Firfi Probability we know 
Fs buile oo. common Opinion ; but *cis certain 
Wile Canibals. haye been generally believed, and 
=" Fiat with very good grounds of "Truth; fo that 
ers can be no doubt of the probability of that. 
"1 o "503 —_ 4 


Next for the Men whoſe Heads grow beneath-theg 


Shoulders, though that is noteſtabliſh'd on fo good 
a Foundation as Trath'; yet the general Tradj. 
tionary belief of it in thoſe days, is ſufficient t 
Te it 4 poetical probability. As this was na 
Improbabie, fo neither was it Impertinent, for 'tis 
certain, that whatever contributed to the raiſing 
her Idea of his Dangers and Eſcapes, muſt cop- 
| Qguice to his aim, but to fall into the Hands 
, "thoſe, whom not. only the fury of War, but tha 
of Cuſtom makes Cruel, heightens the danger, ] 
and by conſequence the Concern, eſpecially in; 
_ young Lady poſſeſsd with the legend of the Nu: 
 Tery, whence ſhe miſt have amazing Ideas of the 
-Danger of the brave. Mocr from them. © 
But at worſt, £Zakeſpear is on as good a bottom 
 *as Virgil, in this particular; the Narrative 
eEneas, that won the Heart of Dio, has may 
"things full as © trifing and abfurd as this, it ng! 
far more? For is there not as .mueh likelyhood 
that there ſhow'd be a People that have 'therſ 
Heads grow - beneath their ' Shoulders, as tif 
'Race of the Cyclops, that have but one Eyv, 


5 os 2.2. wh. yy wn A 
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Juſt beneath .cheir Forheads , and that Por 
phemus his Eye was as big as a Grecian Shiell © 


Gr the Sun; or that he cou'd wade” through ti 

"Sea, without being 'up'to his middle. Cah ther 
be invented any thing fo unnatural;as the Harp 
in the third Book, who þad the Faces of Virgins 

' Wings, Feathers," &c. Of Birds, and a hum 
Voice; a5 is evident'from the infelix vates, thi 
foretold *em they ſhou'd nor builll their «_ 
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| City, till they had eaten their Tables, or Tren- Y 
\ © cherss (which by the way was a trivial and ridi- , 
lus fort of a pun, as the event ſhew'd, when 

Nl bis found out the Jeſk,) nor is Scy/la. a more 

; & natural mixture. Hur let's hear the deſcription of 

;& al! three, from Virgil himſelf, leaſt I be thought 

© toinjure his Memory, firſt of the Harpys in the 

- E Srophades: 


Virginei volucrum wultus, fadiſſima ventris, 
\ Proluvies,. unceq3 Manus, & pallida ſe 
os Ore te ame —_ | antes | 
"The beginning of Horace's Art of Poetry, Huma- 
' Capiti, &c, ſeems a Copy of thisz nor is Scyita 


7% 


nf a more Homogeneous Compoſition, — 

nll At Scyllam cxcis cohibet ſpelunca Iatebris 

all Ora exſertantem & naves in ſaxa trabentem: 

x Prima haminis facies, & pulchro peffore virgo 
ri Pube tenus, poſtrema immani Corpore prifts 

is Delphinum Caudas Hero commiſſa luporums.. 
i —_ 

I Then for the Cyclop Polyphemus, the Grecian he 
1M fakes abord, tells him his Eye is * 

ll 4rpoliet clypei, aut Phaver lampadss In{tar. 

106 and a little after leſt this ſhou'dbe takenias 4n hy- 


uf perbolical magnifying 5c by the terror of the fear- 
wal ful Greek ; in his own Perſon, he ſays of him 


ni . ; | | . « ; 
Ive H- 4 | Grade © 
\ | 
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Fam medium, mecdum fludtus latera ardua tinxit.. 


The Ablurdities'in Homer are. much, more nu- 
merous than thoſe in, Virgi). (I mean, thoſe. that, 
rauft paſs for ſuch, if this in Shakeſpear is ſo,) Bur 

becauſe they relate nor to. this. partigular, I ſhall, 

lay nothing of them here: All theſe I have 
 remark'd in the Narration of e&neas, hinder'd 

not, but that it won the: Heart of Dige, though I 

firmly bent againſt a ſegond Amour,......., | 


Itle meos primus, ' qui me ſibs junxit amores 


eſpecially one that: was not like to he ſa; very Hos 
norable. Deſdemonathad no ſuch tye, to fieel her 
Beirc againlt Orbello's Tongues, no reafon to curb: 
that Pafion the neer felt before, when.the pre- 
vailing Virtue off the Afogr, attaqu'&her Heart; 
welt may we therefore, believe. Deſdexzona. ſhould 
yie:d to the fame. force. , that. conquer'd Didi, 
with all her Refolutions and Engagements, tothe 
memory. of Sicbceus. +, Hear how: ſhe cries. aut 
ro-Ner mer 8,2 of, vt 


Quis nowus big noſtris {ucceſſit [edibus" boſpes 
Querh. feſe ore terens ? Quan. forts petfore O 
.  Credo;equidem, nec: uana fides, genus eſt. deorum- 
 Depeneres auinngs; timor argut., beu quibus: itle 
Fattatur fatis, Guix bella exhauſta canebat.. 
LG da and 


a 


dy ind at the beginning of this fourth Book, 


; ne hari hs per Vans ' 
VEDABIrT * gt) WWW-s:igh 

and the latter end: of the lt Book, confirms 
this: 


1 Mults ſuper Prjamo Region _ Heltor mc, 


cou'd Avees big Srory not; one; Jot: more mo- 
ring or probable. make a meer ſtranger paſs for 
a: God, with'. the "Carthaginian. Queen at firſt 
hearing; and; muſtiic' "x inctedible, 'thar the 
fame hall not\rnake:0cbello':paik fas fo much as 
a Man? The Patallel is fo ex that I am apt 
to think, Shakeſpear, took the Copy ftomg//wpgil. 
Nor can it juſtly be be-ur gd, hatthefe things were 
Pee by the meow ſince they were fo fat 
om. believing @ crifles, that Sezeca in His - E- 
by piſtles, laughs at: thoſe Fables',. that . confticured 
"Un Hel}, which..was of mich: greater conſe- 
uence... But {uppoſing they were belier'd; the 
fame. will hold;good- for Shakeſpear, -in this: [Pars 
ticular; I vindicate; him inz for 'tis| built. on. as 
vulgar "and general a tradition;,as theſe Fables of 
old were, {0 thatthe advantage isEqual 'berwixt 
theſc ewo'great/Poets in this-particular. . / 
: By'this. time, Lhope our Drolling' Caviller, will 


oy it no kuch- roemſicous EY for the Dege 
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| TI think this Tale wou'd win my Daughter too; 


fince without 'doubt,. that ſhort ſumming up of 
what was only the fubje& oſhis tale ro Deſdeme- 
_ n4, with only the ſuppoſition of the particulars, 


muſt move any generous Breſt. - 

But ſhould all I have {af fail of clearing the 
Probability of the Fable from Mr. Rymers Objecti- 
ons, yet ought not that. to rob Shakeſpear of his - 


due CharaGer' of 'being a Poet, and'a great Ge» 


nius; unleſs he will for the ſame reaſon deny thoſe 
prerogatives_to' Homer , and Sophocles. The for- 
- mer has often loſt-the Probable, in the Admirabk, 
as any Book of the Tiads and Odyſſes will prove; 
and the latter, as Rapin juſtly obſerves, has not 
| kept t@probability, evn in his beft performance, 
E mean ' in his Oedipus Tyranmss; for (as Rapin 
has it) Oedipus /ought not to'bave been ignorant of 
the afſaſſmate of Laius, the igngrance be's in of the 
Murder, which makes all the Beauty of the intrigue, ® 
5s ot probable ; and ifa Man wou'd play the Droll 
with this Fable of Oedipus, it »would furniſh full 
as' ridiculous a.Comment, !as witty Mr. Rymer 
has done from this:of Orbello 3:and fare I can'terr 
in imitating ſo great a Critic. +. - ; 
_ Firſt,then: letiall Men before:they defend them- 
iel-eson the High-way, think-well of what they 
do; leſt not - bethg. Mathematically fure he's at 


- hore, he: kill- his own Father, which perhaps 's 


ſomething dangerous inthis Age, where ſuch boon 
Blades frequent the Road, and ſuch good-naturd 
| Ladies have the diſpoſing of our fate, _ Next 


=... 
Wext, let _ ounger Brother, that ventures | 

to ride in another Man's Boots, be very circum- - 

ſpe; leſthe marries his own Mother. 

'  - * Thirdly and Laſfily, This may be a caution to © 

the fewFools that doatonVirtue,that they trufito a 

rotten Reed that will be of little uſe tg 'em, ſince 


all is whirld about by- an unavoidable neceflity. 


- ©" Theſe are much moretheconſequence of thisFa- 


 bleofOedipzs than thoſe wond'rousTruths, he draws 
_ fromthat of Othello, Nay, the moral Sophocles con- 
cludes hisOedipmw with, willſerye as juſtly forOthello, 
viz.That no Man can be call'd bappy before hisDeath, But 
the-whole Fable of Oedipus, tho' fo much admii'd, 
is ſo very ſmeular and improbable,that *tis ſcarce poſ- 
ible, it ever-cou'd have happen'd; on the other- 
hand the fatalJealouſie of Othello, and theRevenge 
of Fago,are the natural Conſequences of our ungo-. 
vern'd Paſlions, which by a ptoſped& of ſuchTragi-. 
"cal effe&s of their being indulg'd,may be the better 
regulated and govern'd by us. Sothattho Othello 
ends not'fo formally' with a moral. Sentence, as 
Oedipus does, yet ir {ets out one of much greater 
"Value. If it be a fault in Shakeſpear, that it end 
not with ſuch'a ſentence, Sopbocles is guilty of no 
| telsjn his PhiloFetes, which not only concludes 
- Without any Moral, but is alſo incapable of being 
reduc'd to any, at leaſt of any moment: Whereas. 

the Morals of Hamlet, Machech, and moſt of 
Shakeſpear's Plays; prove a leſſon of mightier con- 
ſequence than any in Sophocles, except the Electra; 
viz. that Uſurpation, tho' it thrive a while, will 

at laſt bs puniſtd, &, Beſidesths worſt, and moſt 


ir IC 


Pry 


wg" of Shaleſpear's Playg/ contains ewasor = 
three ſuch Fables, as that of PhiloFeres, which an» 
ſwers not one of the ends of Poetry ; for it nei- 
ther pleaſes or profits, it:moves neither Terror nor 
Compaſlion, containing only adry. account, with- 
' out any variety of the per{waſions of Pyrrbac, to 
_ get PhiloGetes to go ith him to Troy with the Ar. 
 Tows of Hercules ; be wa 
ry gain'd em, as ; fooliſhly refiores 'em to him. a- 
gain, and 7roy might i ftoad long enough, if 
. Hercules had Re come from the Gods, to bend 
the ſtubborn Fool, that rather choſe to be miſera- 


ble himſelf ; with his endleſs ar m7, TIO, TRIO 


afcer he had by Treache- 


and his Com plaints of his Foat, ſomething like the 


Tumors,Chilblains ,Carniſities, &c. rak'd together by 
_ Mr.'Rymer. And all that can be learnt — this 
Play of Sophocles is, + 

_ Firſt, That we ndver ſend Boys of our Er- 


rand, unleſs we have a God at command to | 


make up the buſineſs he has ſpoil'd 3 .if we mean 
our buſineſs ſhall be hotly done, and not'the 
fate of a Nation facrific'd to a pain in the Foot. | 


Secondly, Not to truſt Strangers we never ſaw 


before, for a fair. Tale, with our Safety and Trez- 
| late, without a Mathematical Demonſtration of 
their Fidelity and Truft. 

'- Laftly, That all Men with fore Feer hows not + 
Ueipa ir iy a'Cure. 

Bur I have Ewelt 1o ln on the Fable, that I 
have not time enough to diſcuſs the other parts, 
as the Chara&ers, Thoughts, .and Expreſſions, 1o ful- 
by as I ought z 3 eſpecially the Thogye and Expre/- 


fron, 


. 


xn). 


fon, for *ewou'd require a Volumn near as big 
as Shakeſpear, to ſet thenv off -according to their - 
worth; with all'the proofs from  Gramtaar or 
Rhetoric of their Truth and Juſtnefs. The Fable is . 
look'd upon, by Rapin, and after him by our Glea- 
mer of Criticiſms,” 4s the Soul of the Play, atidthere- 
fore I may beexcus'd for my prolixity in its de- 
fence, and allow'd a little more time for a full 
Juſtification of:the:other parts of Shakeſpear, "at- 
taqu'd with lefs-Reaſon and Juſtics: Mr. Rymer has 
taken above ten Year to digeſt 'his' Accuſations, 
and therefore it ean'tin FO". bethought I ſhow'd 
not in half ſo- many days be' able _ performall 
the work he has cut out : Nor canT proceed to a 
particular conſideration of all the CharaQers 'of 
this Play atthis tire.” | Deſdemons- E think -is-the 
, moſi les but.ſince our Apts will have 7a- 
70, on moſt to/kerable, 1 thall confine my. ſelf 
ro that. 
© WhatT have faid*in the begluring of my Vin- 
dication of Shakeſpear, muſt here be zecolleted on 
Fapo's behalf; beſides which; 1 have fone" other 
contiderations:to offer, which T hope will ligh- 
ten the inſupportable load :,of :Contempe,' ark 
Ridicule caft on'him by our-Cavilter, _-/ '*1:./ 
- Firſt, Therefore.in our Judgment of Fago, - Wn 
' muſt follow the Rule of Horace, La much ſtood. 
| bpon by Mr. Rywer, | 
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We are not only to reſpe& the profeflion df the 
Man in our Judgment of the CharaGter, bi we 
muſt alſo have at Eye to his Nation, the Country 
he was borm in, and the prevailing temper of the 
People, with their National Vices 3 by this Rule. 
we ſhall find Fago, an alien; by Nature Selfiſh, 
"Fealons, Reſery'd, Revengeful and Proud, nor can 
E fee any reaſon to fappoſe his Military Profeflion 
ſhou'd to powerfully iofluence.hini to purge away 
all theſe Qualities, and eſtabliſh contrary in their 
room. Nor can I believe the quotation from . 
Horace, which our Faviſler praduces, can juſtly be - 
' extended to all degrees of Soldiers. 


| It runs thus in Horace, , . © 

| inn Honoratum fi forte reponis Achilles 

Impiger, Fracundus, Inexorabils, Acer, _ 
Jura nepet {ibi Nath, nibil non arraget armis, 


* RF 
-*Tis plain from what goes before, and what fol- 
lows after that Horace meant not this, at leaſt for a | 
.,general Charader of all Soldiers, but only as a 61 
re&tion for the'drawing Achilles, . or fuch a Hero,; 
for he's enumerating the Marners, of thoſs public 
Charaders, that were generally. made uſe of by 
-the Romans in their Tragedies, for this follows: 


Sit Medes ferox invittaq; Flebils Ino; 
Perfiaus Ixion, Jo vapa, triſts OreFtes, 
And a tewLinesbefore he is giving the Charafters 


of ſeveral Profeſſions and Ages, from whence he 
ko | Pro cxeds 


(111) 
roceeds to theſe: particular CharaQers of 4ch;Ihr; 
| Ty0, Medea, &c. : drawn from the: known Stories 
_ofthem, and this is confirm'd by what he jeyns. 

| DE Fon 


Siquig inaxepertum ſcene committis, \$C. 


- Thats, if you.take known Perſons, that have 
for ſo many. Ages trod the' Stage, this. muſt 
ke their CharaGter ; but if you bring ſome new- 

| perſon on it; that-was never there before, them 

takecarethatyour Perſons preſerve thatChatacer, 


- 


you give 'emat firſt, ec. +. Dis 
I know Rapin. gives a Soldier: theſe qualities; 
Fierce, Inſolent, Smrly, Inconſtant, which partly are 
the effects of tl Jr - manner of- Life, 'but I can't 
_ conceive theſe to be oppoſite to thoſe other: in 
Jago. The Charaters or Manners, as the ſame 
Rapin obſerves, are to be drawn from-Experience z 
and that tells us, that they differ in Soldiers :ac- 
cording to their Nature and Diſcipline ; that alſo 
tells us that the Camp is not. free/from Deſigns, / 
Supplantings, and. all the effets of the moſt crimi- 
nal of Paſlions,. and this indeed is evident- from 
the Draught Hemer' gives us of the Grecian Camp, 
where Love was not judg'd fo contrary to the Cha- 
.raGer of a General, as Mr. Rymer wou'd have it 
thought : Achilles and Agamemmnon having both their 
admird Captives. And let Mr. Rymer fay whathe 
pleaſe, I can provethat 'twas the Love of Briejess, 
that troubl'd' Achilles, and confirm'd his- anger, 
as well as the meer affront of having his preete- 
| 08 


(any) 


$ from hm be of that in another place; - An | 
YTegtheTherſites of Homer differs as much fromthe 
Soldiers bf Mr. Rywers acquaintance;as Fogo reap a 
nor is he the only Soldier that cou'd. Alſerdble. $5 
non in Virgil, and per genl in 5 rien, are i 
_ guilty of i© as-hevs(ns wn 
But granting that Fag apo's Chand 13 defetive 
 tornething in'the Manmers, Homir and Sopbocies 
Have been guilty (che firſt mach-ttivre, theother 
not:much lefs) of the ſame: what are the Wounds. | 
Scuffles, Paſſionz, | Adulteries;-/e$c* Of the Gods 
and'Goddefles,: obvious to the rieanelt Capacity, 


and- beyond all diſpute 7 Is not'the- Character , | 


Oedipus Colontit: of Sophocles, as: Rage remarks,cx- 
| treamly unproportionable to Oedipin Tyramn:? 
Andcho' Mr: Rynmev 1 is ſo ſevere; * derry that the 
Charadter of >J#g0!is:that of 4 Soldier; becavte fo 
difterenc'from, His dfilicary Acquaineancez. - yetPm 
confident he'worgrake-it extreamt / OS TI 
thou'd deny- lim” toibe a Cticic, becanle 16:contra- 
ry tall the Cricics.tchar have” ret with! -play- ] 
ing:the merryiDeoll,-inſtead of giving ferious afid ; 
folid:Reafonsfor- what'he advances. fi YN 
7: The: other:ChaiaRters of ithis/Play/T truſt Jefes 
tilt: anorher time, as well as athdrough defence of 
his Thoughts and Expreflion,;borh which he what: 
ty denies him; and* with at exttavagantly won- 


derful Afſuratiee,publicly tells'ifs 3*that che Neigh- 
mg of 2 Horſfe-has niore Huutinduity;" Gor that's his | 
| ra BL We" the Tregep Flights bo Shake- q 
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_ Mr. ,Rymer's Friend Rapin tells us , that the 
Thoughts are the. expreflion of the Manners, as 
Words are ofThoughts,that is the natural reſult of 
the Manners,which being already clear'd from his 
Accuſations, the vindication of the Thoughts are 
included in them, as well as their Condemnation 
K in bis Charge againſt the other, for he diſdains to 
be particular in his proof. Then for the Expreſ- 
ions of Shakeſpear, none but Mr. Rymer can find 
faule with *'m: The excellence of expreflion 
confiſts in this, that it bear a proportion- to the 
Things ; that is,that it give us a full Idea of *em; 
that it be apt, clear, natural, ſplendid, and nume- 
res, There is ſcarce a ſerious part of Shakeſpear, 
but. has all theſe qualities in the Exprefiion. 
| Toomit ſeveral Scenes in Hamlet, particular- 
ly that betwixt him, and his Fathers Ghoſt : Pll 
onlyin{tance in,two or threeSpeeches,that are,and 
have been on the Stage in our Memory, which 
may give ſome ſarnple of the Poetry, Thought, 
and Expreflion of Shakeſpear. The firſt is in the 
8 Midſummer Nights Dream, . now acted under, the 

name of the Fairy Pucen. AG the Third, Tita- 
na Ipeaks thus, 


Titan : Be'kind and courteous to this Gentlemas. 

Hop in bs Walks, and Gambdl mn his Eyes, 

Feed bim with Apricocks ana Dewberrys, __ 
With purp/e Grapes, green, | Tos and Mulberrys, 
The Hony Baggs ſteal from the Humble Bees 
And for Night Tapers crop their waxen Thigos, 


T en” 
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And light them at the fiery Glowe worms Eyes ; 

To have my Love to Bed and to Ariſe. _ 
And plock the Wings from painted Butter-flye, | 
; To fan the Moon Beams from his ſleeping Eyes. 
\ Nod to bim Elves, and do him Courteſtes. 


- 5s not this excrearhily poetical and fine ? The nex 
I ſhall take from the.2d. Scene" of Richard the 
Second. bop "TON 


York.” They as 1 [aid the Duke (great Bullingrbook) 
Mounted upon a hot and fiery Steed, 
Which his aſpiring Rider ſeem'd to know, 

With ſlow but ftately Grace kept on his courſe _ 
While all Tongnes cry d God ſave che Blitllingb2ok 
You wou'd heve thought the very Windows ſpoke, | 
So many greedy looks of Toung and old, _ 
Through Caſements darted their deſiring Eyes 
Upon bis Viſage, and that all the Walls +» 
"With painted Imagry had ſaid at once, © | 
Tell preferve chee, welcome Bullingd2o0k. 
Whilſt He, from ene ſide to the other turning, 
\ Bare-headed lower, than his proud Steeds Neck 
Beſpeak them thys ; 1 thank ye Countrymen. 
And thas fill doing this be paſs'd along, 
Durches. Aleſs} Porr Richard where rides be th 

wn? 

York. As in a Theatre the Eyes of Men, 
After a well grac'd Attor leaves the Stage 

Are idly bent on bim that enters next 

4 hinking his prattle to be tedjcus 


j 
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Even fo, or with much more contempt Mens Eye $, 
Did  ſcowl on Richard : No Man «<ry's God ſavs 


= No joyful Tongue gave Him h# welcome bom, (him, 


th 


Eo 


But Duſt was thrown upon has Sacred Head 


' Which with ſuch gentle ſorrow he ſhook off 


He Face ftill combating with Tears and Smiles, 
(The Badges of Grief and Patience) © 


| That had not God (for ſome [rong purpoſe) fteel'd 


The Hearts of Mem, they muſt perforce have melted, 
And Barbariſm it ſelf hawe pittyd him. 


Are not here all the Beantys of Thought joyn'd 


with all thoſe of expreflion ? is it poſtible any 


thing that has but the leaſt Humanity, ſhou'd be 
dull enough not to reliſh, not to be moy'd, nay 
tranſported with this 2 I muſt confeſs, it has fird 
me, ſo that I think our Critic better deſerves the 
Arraignment Tiberius gave tHe Poet, for ill repre- 
ſenting Agarmemnon, whoſe Character at beſt, was 


bur a Child of Fancy, and therefore ſubje& to 
8 the Pocts Will ; but to Blaſpheme fuch a viſible 


Excellence, Merits the higheſt contempt, if not 
a greater Puniſhment: 


| Shakeſpears Numbers carry ſuch ahHarmonious 
Majeſty, that what Rapin and ſome other Critics 
lay of Homer, is juſtly his due; they give a noble 
Beauty to the meaneſt things. * Tis true , the 
Words he fometimes uſes, by their abſoleteneſs 


| tenders ſome of his Exprefiions a little dark, but 


then we muſt remember the greac alteration our 
Language has undergone fince his time ; but cx- 
| 1 amine 


(316) 


amine well the ſenſe of his Words, you'l ſeldom 


find him guilty of Bombaſt , (tho? laid to his 
Charge by Mr. Rymer,) that is Words and 
Thoughts ill match'd. On the contrary, they 
are generally ſo well forted, that they preſent us 
with fo lively and ſenſible an Image of what they 
import, that it fixes it felf in our Minds, with an 
_ extream fatisfaftion ; and the more we view it, 
the more it gains upon us. 


I ſhall hereafter ſtep into the Scenes with Mr, 


Rymer,. and allo examine his Narrations, Delibe- 
rations, Didactic and Pathetic Diſcourſes, which 
are all thac are made uſe of in Tragedy,in which 
if he ſometimes err, he has yet perform'd well; 


and amidſt his faults you {hall find ſome thought, 


of a great Genius. I ſhall only no obſzrve' « 
paſſant, in defence of that Scene, betwixt fag 
and Othello, that we ought not to be imapoſed on 
- by poſitive aſlertions, or” think becauſe Mr. &- 
mer tells us fo, that half words, and ambiguous 


Reflexions, do not naturally work up Jealouſie, | 


or that *cis not natural, for Othello to catch at er 
blown ſurmiſe. Thele Aſſertions - of our Critic 
ſhew hin! to be very ignorant of the very na- 
ture of this Paſſion, for as tis reduc'd to the pri- 
mitive, De{re by the Mocaliſts, fo 'cis thus by them 
 defin'd, 
© Fealouſie is a fear of looſing a good we very meh 
value and eſteem, ariſmg from the lealt cauſe 
© of Sreſpicion. 


now 


4.1 5 IB . 
now *tis evident even from the trifling, and falſe 
Obje&ions of his enemies that Shakeſpear hid this 
very notion. of this paſſion,'For this reaſon *tis, he 
makes Othella ſwallow the very firſt bait laid by 
Fago for him. Caſſio is found with Deſdemona,and 
on Othello's approach, coniciouſly retires, which 
tho' he did to avoid his Anger.not Jealoulie ; yet 
ago. improves the opportunity. to his purpole, 
with an-——1 /tke not that; then to awake the 
Moors Jealouſie by degrees , he takes occaſion 
from Caſſios departure. to queſtion him—- gid 
Calſto ben you woo'd my Lady know of your 
Love ? Which he purſues with baFf-words, and 
ambiguous Reflexions , that plainly imply more 
than they barely expreſs, in which he diſcover'd, 
fear to ſpeak out what he. deſ'd * Orhello howd 
know, the natural conſequence of which is the 
touching a jealous Nature.,”;with curiofity.in a 
thing, that ſo nearly related to his Happinels. E'ry 
wotd rousd ſome ſurmrize3 and as Ovid-ob-. 
ſerves, cunita timemus Amantes, Lovers fear-any 
Appearance, But more of this hereatter. 1n-the - 
in the mean while I'm. pretty confident, &'ry 
Mans own Sence will ſupply my defect of a par- 
ticular defence of the working up of O:betls's paſs 
ſion of Jealouſie. I Q 
i _ 4nd now Sir, 'tis time to turn my Thoughts 
» irom a defence of Shakeſpear, to an excuſe of my 
own Tranſgreſlton, in addrefling this Eſfay to 
you without. asking your Leave. I'm not for 
x | King pardon tor an Offence, before I have 
' Committed it, and then : am willing if poſlible, 
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to extenuate it from all its heightning Circum- 
| ſtances; and Sir, I hope I have enough to ſay 
tor my Self in commitring this. 

Firſt, T knew your Nature fo well, that tho! 
no Name, cou'd have. given more Authority tq 
my defence of Shakeſpear ; yet wou'd you never 
| have conſented to the'manner I thought my {elf 
oblig'd to treat his accuſer in ; for tho! he has 
had no regard to the public Friendſhip you have 
expreſs d for him 3 yec I know you have not re- 
ſented the groſneſs of his public abuſe of you, 
with indignation enough to permit me to deal 
with himi'in the ſame 'manner ; for what was 
{aid of a great Lord, is fully as true of you, vis, 
that you are | | 


The beſt natur*d Man, with the worſtnatur'd Maſe 


for tho there is nothing fo ſtrong and ſo cutting a 
your Satire ; yet is there nothing ſo eaſie and 
affable'as your Temper'and Converſation. Par- 
_ dotiinie, T will ſpeak what 1 know of you, and 
ler my Enemies make the beſt on't, whoſe Ma- 
lice E value nor, if I can but prevail with you © 
torgive this boldneſs 
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' Theocrine 10 Theopompus ; 
 ſbewing Mer the fabfulet of 


Lovers, and moſt" Pious of 


| Children, 


\ LL your Lak are at laſt arriv'd ſafe, tho'. 
it happen'd with them, as in a great man 

other things: what ſhon'd a came firſt, came laſt, 
by-which Pm ſorry to find, that one who is to 
jidge of Souls, knows no better how to judge of 
Merit ; elſe whatever your requelt had been, it 
had been granted. I wiſh all that can ſerve: the 
| generous Theoporzpus, had my ſenſe of his deſerts, 
then ſhou'd the Friend of my dear Poliarchas be 
raisd, as far above thofe ſelf Tntereſt'd Wretches, 
Ft his Soul now is, and Genereſity was above theirs. 
For moſt of the fordid World neither know how 
to reward the living, nor how to do julſtice'to the 
dead ; but theſe are crimes unknown to all that 
were inſpir'd with the Friendſhip for our dear 

Poliarchus. 

| There are fewof the Troubles that attend us 
in this Life, but when we ferioufly examine their 
I'4 cauſe 
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Can ſe we ſhall find we our ſelves In one kind ar 


24 


_ as lam; 
ancl as I am the moſt unfortunate of Women by his 


lols, fo can ail other Afﬀflictions be but lire drops 
of Water into the:abyſs of the Sea:. Yet have [ 
met lately with an additional Grief, that bears: 
much greater proportion. "That dear Mother ] 
have been in care for, is now taken from me to 
augment the number of the bleſt aboye' 3 my ten- 
der Love, and grateful Duty, was ſuch for my un. 
equal'd Parent, that had I not known how to 
live after the Loſs, and Affliction you jaw me in, 
1-cou'd ſcarce have ſupported this; - but That hs 
Tnade me know that there xs a waſt difference bt 
 twixt Tears (hed for thoſe whom Death chooſes, and 
_Thole who make choice of Death, rather than 
\ Jive without what they too much yalu'd. Thi 
va{t conflux. of, misfortunes, gives me a greater 
deſire to be aflur'd what knowledge my departed 
Friends will have, of me at our meeting in their 
bleit abode, for ſince I've committed the ſacred P 
Memory of Poliarchws to your care,(whichwhill 

1 live,can never dye.) Iam eternally entertaining 


_ 


— 


. thatI am your Friend, and Servant. * 


C 121 ) 


all, I can get to liſten,'with my - fad Story 3 bug 
FJou can make it from age to age endure, Time 
,-the certain cure, of all other ills. can never ellen 
' mine,ſo that I often reſolve to ſeek out a ſolitude, 
where if Reaſon cannot overcome my Greef,Grief © 
may oyercom2 me, and make my- wretched days 


ſhort as T wiſh 'em, and my unhappy ſtate re- 
quires. 


I am extreamly ſenſible of your generous com- 
paſſion,and muſttell you that when firſt converſt 
in this kind with- the ingenious Theopompaus, my 


Eſteem cou'd'then be grounded'on no other ſcore, 


but what great value -he had for what deſerv'd 
Leve and Efteem from all the World, my beff and 
deareſt Poliarchus: But now' you have engag'd me 
the way that moſt prevails with Humane Nature, 
by a Real. Senſe of my Pain. That is fo gene- 


Tous a piece of good Nature, that *tis to be ad+ 


mird wherever *is found 3 and in return, I wou'd 


' If L cou'd forbear tormenting you any more with 


my Grief. But Ah ! How can I ceaſe my com- 
plaints to one, who ſo tenderly apprehends *em, 
and fo excellently applys the Cordial of unequald 
Advices. This makes you often troublV'd with my 
Melancholly Lite; for I declare I had rather 
read. your obliging Expreflions for 'our dead 
Friend, than all the fineſt things the greateſt of 
Mankind can fay on any other Subje&, but not 
tO tire you all at once; I ſhall here conclude, 


Theoctine, 


\ 


$ 


TO 
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To A CME, before T had ſeen ber.” 


fi 
_ Ought not in Prudence (Madam) to- let you 
. know the unreaſonable extentof your Charms, 
for fear it deſtroy the Happineſs 1 aim at in your 
Pitty ; Cruelty and Pride being generally the et- 
fe& of ſo Unlimited a Power. Yet, ſince you can- 
not pity, withour knowing the Sufferer, I muſt 
intorm you, Divine Maid, that L have increa#'d 
the number of your Slaves, without ſo much as 
the pleaſure of ſeeing. you for all the Sighs you 
have coſt me, _ Pnt Woe 
Love indeed is an Offring that ougſt tobe laid 
on the ſoft Altars of Beauty; But, Madam, fure 
never was by anys, but my elf, on that of an Un- 
known Deity. We keep the Bleeding Viims of our 
Hearts, as long as we. can, and only yield 'em up 
tothe Irreſiſtible Force of the preſent Fair One. 
This, Madam, is the common Condition of 
Lovers; but as my. Paſſion has an extraordinary 
' Objeti in you, ſo have your Beauties an uncom- 
mon Influence on me: for Charm'd by I know not 
what Divine Witchery,l Sacrifice my poor Heart to 
your very Name, without putting.you to the ex- 
pence of one killing Look, to oblige ms to'c ; Re- 
port has often engag(d the Curioſity, but never till 
now won the Afe&:ons. 6 
"The firſt mencion of, you inſpird me with all 
the tender Thoughts of Love ;- and being oblig'd 
to.perſonate the Lover in Print, Thad Recourſe to 
the Divizz 14:a I had form'd of you, Madam, to 
m Ae qualific 


C2030 : : 
qualifie me for itz you were the cnly Heavenly 
Mefe that I invok'd, which abundantly furniſh'd 
me with all the Tranſporting Raptures of Love. 
| But alaſs! Madam, while I too much gave way 
to Imagination, it carryd me to a View of thoſe 
Joys, none but you can impart, atleſt coo charm-. 
ing fair one, fo much juſtice is: due to the moſt 
uncommon of Lowers,as to permit him the Blefling 
of your Converſion. ray ty ws ot 

Ah! Madam, excel the reſt of your Sex in Per- 
_ feftions of Mind, as much. as.you do in thaſe of 
Body, 'and let not Pride and Cruelty level you 
with 'em ; like a lawful Prince maintain the Glo- 
ro of your-Empire, by the happineſs of your Vaſ- 
als, and be not like a Tyrant, proud of theirNg- 
ſtruttion, at leaft permit the addreſs of the 
oreatelt of x 


Slaves, 


Septimuis, 


ten 
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To ACM E, after I bad: feen ber.” 


Hat-ever Doubts you were pleasd to make 


P / 


becauſe fo uncommon; yet ſince I havenow ſeen 
you, I hope you can nolonger ſuſpe& the Reality 
of my love, for ſure you muſt know *tisimpoſlible 
to behold that Face with an unwounded Heart. 
"I was 


of my paflion before] ſaw yau, Madam, ' © 


7.2 
'Twas not 'at leaſt poffible for me (who came 
preingag'd with ſtrong deſires) to ſee you, with- 
out the extremity of Love. . Tod 

I figh'd and languiſh*d for you before, without 
the pleaſure of feaſting my greedy Eyes with the 
delicious banquet of your Looks. How often did 
I envy thoſe your Eyes made ſlaves, whilſt 1 fell 
a victim to your very Name, without a ſight of 
that Heavn I dyd for? How often have I faid, 


How bleft, how more then happy muſt be Prove 
Who from her looks drinks in full draughts of Lovg, 

- For after Pain he meets with preſent Foys ; 
With.a too ewvy d Fate, diſſolves and Dyes, 
Is the vaſt Beatific Viſion of her Eyes, 


theſe were my thoughts then Madam, and Ima- 
gination fell ſhort of Reality; for I woud not tor 

a thouſand greater torments, than the vaſt in- 
creaſe of my paſſion has brought me, have been 

without that too too fleeting pleaſure of ſeeing you 

laft Sunday: ?*Tis true, that was not ſufficient 

to calm all my Griefs and Sighs. An .empty 

view of Heaven, : was not the utmoſt bounds of 

7 my Longing: and:Loyve took it only as an earneſt 
/ _ of greater Satisfaction, and now makes uſe. of it, 

| but to aggravate my ſuff®rings, which nothing 
bur your Pitty can leflen. PERL a 

I wou'd not Madam, put you to too great an 

expence of Pitty at once, I only defire your 

leave to adore: you, and a reviving look now 
and-then tq ſupport my languiſhing Soul. "oy 
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'no limits but in-you, ſoaring as my Love, and 


the moſt miſerable of Men whillt I live, and ſoon 


Mind from the Beauty of your Body,for fure Na- 


| laſt have recourſe to kt, after they have fooliſhly 


*.and.irrecoverable Youth to a barbarous and un- 


(ig) , 
I muſt confeſs yohr welcome Pitty ſhou'd extetid 
ſo far,as to admit the humbleſt and moſt loving 
of your Slaves ſometimes to your Converſation; 
I wiſh too—but ſhou'd I trouble you with all my 
Wiſhes, it wou'd be endleſs, and thoyght perhaps '-- 
preſumptuous, for they are extravagant, and have 


Boundleſs as your Charms: | 
And cannot a Wreath thus toſs'd, thus diſtra- 
ed with ſuch hopeleſs Wiſhes, merit your Com- 
paſſion ? Can nothing but Death attone for my 
loving you ? And oh too charming Acme ! I wiſh 
I were but as-ſure of your Pity. as I am of being 


a Ghoſt without it. - | 

Give me leave __ to hope you will not 
always deny it mMe—-nuſtake' me not. "This 
hope is not bujlt on an over-weening Confidence 
in my own Merits, (yet if Love be fo I have the 
greateſt) but on thatnoble Idea, I form of your 


ture cannot be ſo propoſteraus inthe molt Sole 
of her Works,as to leave ſuch outward perfeRion 
unfiniſhd within, And pitty Madam, is the grea- 
telt and moſt conſummate attribute of the No- 
bleſt Mind, as Beauty is of the Body. 

Nay, Beauty is of no aſe nor Advantage with- 
out Pity, and the cruelle{t of your Sex muſt ar 


lacrificd many of the precious hours of fiying, 
accountable Cuſtom 3 if they reſolve, not, {till 


more fooliſhly to fling away the greateſt , and 
of | ingot 
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moſt valuable of Heav'ns Bleflings Beauty, and 

Youth without making uſe of 'em. 
The Miſers of Money have more Reaſon), 
than thoſe of Beauty: for the former have the 
ftore they ſpare ſtill by them, to gratifie their 
/ Ambition or Pleaſure of viewing it ; but the lat- 
p _ ter deny themſelves the enjoyment of that 'Trea- 
ſure, that has no other iſe, and which they can't 
| preſerve with all their care ; and tis the heighth 
of folly to ſpare that, which tho! we uſe not, flys 
{wiftly fromus wichout any Advantage,and which 

can never be recover'd. 

Be not therefore, my adorable Acme, fo impro- 
vidently Provident, of the fleeting Store, as o 
complement a ſenfelefs and cuſtomary Barbarity, 
at the expence of your Fuftice and Reaſon z they 
both demand your Pitty and your Love. Fot 
Retaliation is the Law of Juſtice, Love for Love 

- and] Heart for Heart, as well as Eye for Eye, and 
.\ Hand for Hand. And Reaſon wou'd periwade 
you to lay your coming Years out in Pleaſure, 
and none ſq innocent, ſo laſting, and fo vaſt as 
Love. : "i 
Lowe's the moſt generous Paſſion of the Mind, 
_.. The ſafeſt Refuge Innocence can find. | 
"Tis founded in Nature; the World and all Mar 
kind owe their beings tor 
*Tis true Madam, I am not formd with all that 
_ nice prd6portion,and that curious ſhape, that Fops 
are ſo proud of, and Women 4o much covet; 
but yet my Mind (nor is it a boaſt to fay fo) ex- 
e&clls them: 1 dreis not like a Bean, nor do L 


move 


EO $A | 
move by 4rr,butthen, too charming Acme, T' do 
not love by art as he does. My Form, my Mien, 
and my Loveare of a Piece,plain and fincere, and 
only inform'd by Nature, -N 

- If all chis;meric not your Love, ic muft your 
'Picty and Friendſhip, and on any Terms I wouv'd 
be admirtetto che number of your Slaves. 
Septimijus ' 


To the Proud Acme. 


* He ſending back my three laſt Letters, Ma- 
_* darn, makes me ftppoſe you can take no 
_ «great Pleaſure in detaining the former, and that [ 
now do you a very grateful] Office in ſending tor 
em. And Madam,you can't doubt but that ic muſt 
be a wond'rous SatisfaRtion to one fo infinitely ena- 
mour'd, as Tatn, to pleaſe you at any Rare... If you 
tend 'em not, T fhall conclude, that how-ever-un- 
acceptable the Offerer was, | the Sacrifice was wel- 
come; but if you return *em, I ſhall have the 
mighty comfore amidſt my Sighs.to kifs fomerhing 
that has touch'd thoſe Hands, that are not us\d to 
 beitow any Favours on Men in my Circumſtances. 

Well, Madam,ſince you are fo cruel tis well Fre 
fome other Balm in ftore for my wounded Beart; 
tor Women to me like Scorpions,have always been 
their own Cure. 'If their Fes have piercd my 
Heart, their Va#ity, Folly or Pride, has generally re- 
ſtor'd itto perfect Healch, And I am lenfible that I 
ſhall never be entirely undone or loft in LOYg, will 
I mzetwith one as free from affected Conrſs, as 
CES REY ICON 
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from = [vos Laxguiſhments, and ſuch pretty arti- 
ficiel Uweers, deſigning Olances,betwix: Inv: 
tation and Denyal, as are no ſmall Auxiliarys 
in Acmes Conqueits. The only Bond, Madam, 
that tyes my poor- Heart for ever, to the Oar of 
Love, is an Imocent, Free, and Obliging Txthb- 
neſs, Senſe, and an Agreeable Converſation 
and Dumor, with an Exemption from Defeds 
of Conſtitution, and Body, that ſhall be name- 
leſs, for Reaſons beſt known to my felf. Arid 
"till T meet-with ſuch an one, my Heart, I thank 
my Stars, has ſo much the command of it ſelf, as 
to admit as much, or as little of Love as it plea- 
ſes ; elſe Madam, in what a miſerable pickle ſhou'd _ 


I now, have been d*<2 think ? = Sp hing, Mourning, I ® 
and Oying, to no purpoſe ? | beſides, curling, + 


Fate, Stars, Planets, and. all that (as Mr, Bay: .. 
ſays). for a damn'd Ingrate? _ 
But fince 'tis now. over no more. of that, thou 
wondrous fair one, leſt you thoud think me yet 
your Power : but as my Paſſion for Acme, had a 
olaguy .odd Beginnings fo ſhall it here have full as / 
ba an ending, — For the Duce (or any thing, 
but your Eyes) take me, if I am not. at this very. 
individual. Moment within ken of the very place, | 
whence I ſet out in my Voyage of Love 3 in which 
fince you'l not permit meto be your Fellow Tra- 
veller, I wiſh you «n-bon Voyage. Adieu; | 
1a Belle Dame, 
/ Adieu, 


$ ept mins. 
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-'To the "PR. UR A NI A. 
CET TER: 1; 


Wu 
Was extreamly uneaſie, Madam, to be on 
ſuch unequal Terms with you, whilſt' you 
know where to dire(t to me, tho I ; 14' to 
you; and I confeſs, I thought it as great a 
Grievance as Vizor Masks, by which Women 
have the unreaſonable Advantage of walking 
inviſibly, when Men are forc*d e'ry where to go 
I bare-fac*d: Yet as thoſe would be more tolerable, 


if none but the Ugly -and Indiffterent- wore?%em, 


ſo ſhould I with the greater Eaſe diſpenſe 
with my Ignorance of a Dire&ion to you, had 
you either none, or elſe leſs Wit than your 


Letters prove you ah For ?tis that Divine 


Ml Charm that makes me deſire to ſettle a Corre- 
A [pondence with' Vranisa, Nor is this Deſire op- 
polite to your Reſolution of remaining unknown-: 
For there ſhall, upon Honour, be no further Inqui- 
r7 made after you than you ſhall allow; tho 
Fc —perſiſts in his Opinion, that you ſacrifice 
your Wit and. Senſe to the Reputation of that 
Wrrifling Sex you are not of; this not only the 
Wit of your former, but the polite Accuracy 
of all your Letters perſuade him, {ſince you are 
not only free from the ' falſe _ of moſt 

Women, but are ſo entirely exempt from falle 

K 


Engliſh 


{ 


Foes, 


En liſh and Grammar, that you Ciſcover a bet. 


a Acquaintance with £Zilly, than to*ve paſgq 
no. further, than that Caution you quote from 
his Accidens ; beſides fome Beanties in the meer 


Writing down your Thoughts, which few Men 


Practiſe or Know. 

I am of the ſame Opinion of you, Madam, 
declared in my former ; and becauſe 1 would 
fain have you a Woman, believe you firmly to 
"be ſo : [And though G— "be ſo poſitive, that the 
Diffidence you pretend of your felf, is nothing 


bur a 'cunning Subterfuge from the ſureſt Evi. 


dence of your Sex, your Converſation, yet am 
I (taking you ſtill for a very Woman) both 
pleagd and diſlatisfy*d with .it; for tho' Iam 
pleas'd, becauſe 1t: ſeems the Child of Modeſty 
and Diſcretion, which ſeldom join with Wit, 
eſpecially in a Woman ; Yet am I Qiſſatisfy't 
wittrit, fince I find *would deprive you of what 
it qualifies you for ; Converſation, I mean, with 
Mankind, fince that, not only ſecures you from 
the Fate which the Imprudent of your Sex, 
have for want of it, incurr ; but alſo becauſe 
it renders you more deſirable to.Men of Senſe, 

But Madam, were we'\ſuch formidable Crea- 


tures as you ſeem to make us, that you cou'd not. 
Converſe with us but you muſt be Ruin'd, ye 
is there no Danger from me, who have none of 


thoſe engaging Accompliſhments, that are tht 
wondrous and bewitching Engines of your $ex+ 
Deftruction ; as Wit, Shape, * Drefling, Dat 


cing and Singing ; with the reſt of the ga 
Trait 


PWT. 


Train that take with the Fair : For I aſſyre 
you Pm Ugly enough , and Dreſs ill enough 
to be a Wit, and yet am Dull enough to be 
| Handſome, and a Beau. 1 can neither Sing nor 
Dance, and am yet very Impertinent for thovgh 
']talk little, yer even that 1s nothing to the pur- 
poſe. So that, Madam, from ſuch a Man, the | 
wn diſtruſtfull Lady need fear no Stratagem on 
her AﬀeCtions, ſince they are generally taken by 
the Eye or Ear'; and if neither of them be won, 
the Fort of your Keart is ſecure, and Impreg- 
nable. | 
But referring this wholly to your fat all 1 
| ſhall beg, is a ſettPd Correſpondence with you, 
whether you be 2 real or counterfeit Woman 3; 
and'ſhall therefore conclude with acknowkdging 
my Error in Rot taking more Notice of your 
Welb Friend ; though it may well be Pardoned, 
ifthe Wir of the Indicter difarmed all my ſaty- 
ric Rage, and made me rather ſacrifice a juſk 
Indignation to her Praiſe, than forſake ſo plea- 
ing a Theme, for ſo fruitleſs a Labor, as chaſtiſing 
- ttoſe inhoſpitable Britains, who wou'd no more 
-1. ow have underſtood or improv'd the wholſom 
jt. Myre to Practice, than they did their Duty, 
je when they made the Ingenious Urarnia their Ene- 
of Ay; whom to' retain my Friend, ſhall be the 
the endeavour of, 


ex Madam, 
Your bumble Servant, 


Viridomar: 
LET: 


%. 
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Fs at laſt recovered your Letter, Madam, 
4K. X 1 ſend this Anſwer to prevent your Troy. 
ble of Tranſcribing another Copy. Firſt there. | 
fore, Madam, I muſt tell you, Pm infinitely 
Proud that you do me the Honor to fix your 
Correſpondence with me ; nor 'wou'd I for the 
World have the Happineſs of this entercourſe of 
Letters broke off on any Account, much leſs on 
one ſo trivial as you mention : For there's not x 
Line you ſend, but I eſteem it more than the 
_- whole Revenue of the Poſf#-Office, Thouph I 
muſt confeſs T1 could wiſh (and that with al 
- my Heart) that you were'not leaving the Town, 
becauſe. I find by this Letter, that there 1s no 
Danger of your Heart, if I ſhou'd be admitted} 
to your Converſation: For 1-aſſure you, Ma-J ] 
_ dam, I am far from a Phoenix; though I maſh 4 
perhaps, have ſome Pretence to thoſe your dar- 
ling Qualities : And I hope the Ambition I ſhall 
always avow to be the Friend of Uraria, wil m 
excule the Vanity of being more Particular. FM 
| hate Ingratitude where ever ?tis, and cantly th 
therefore think .them Hero's, who eſpouſe ti an 
Quarrel of the Ingratefull, let theic Perfodalſf ne 
Bravery or Courage be never ſo great. The 
Madam, for Diſlimulation, I can ſay this, 104 . 
Pm far from loving it, and only praRiiſe ic ſomey 
"MI ® ”. 
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times on Compulſion, as a neceſlary Evil; and 
to ſay Truth, the evident Neceſſjty of it, has 
made it loſe the Infamy of a. Vice, . with; al+ 
moſt all, and gain'd it the Reputation of a 
Yertue, with the Politick and Wiſe: Nor can in+ 
deed any Man be free from it, .unleſs. he deſign 
to purchaſe the Name of a Mad-man, and 
; © frighten all he knows from his Company... .Con+ 
der it a little, Madam, and Pm confident you'll 
-alow a little Diſſimulation neceſſary to the De- 
 corum of good Breeding ; for you can't think it 
proper to tell this ſuperannuated Matron, that 
all the Paint on her Face will not hide the tell- * 
tale Marks of Old Age; or that pretty pratling, 
Virgin in all the gay Bloom of her Youth, that 
ſhe's a Fool, and that ſhe ſhould be filent if ſhe ha?n'e 
2mind to ſacrifice ail the Trophies of her Eyes,. 
to the Impertinence of her. Tongue: Qr that. 
Beau of Sixty, that all his Charms are borrows; 
ed from his Dreſs and Garniture;. or that; 
hes more the Creature of his Vallet, than of God, 
| Almighty, ſince the Vallet, . has ſo extravagantly 
Transformed him. irom what God made 'him; 
'And fo on, to the. reſt of the-Follies and Vieces; 
of Mankind, This wou'd be .to make one's. ſelf, 
ug more unacceptable than a -femento Mort in the: 
} midſt of Joy and Pleaſure. But to, proceed, 
Madam, Pm free from Hypocrifie : Nor. can. [ 
Wek any one. an Hypocrite but an Athieſt ; nar! 
My. one an Athieſt but a Fool,' . As for the Two: 
nul next Endowments, you. require,, / viz. a Great. . 
_ 200]; and a true Nobleneſs of Mind, the Pra-, 
_— 484 7 clace 
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ftice and different Opinions of the World, have 
tendred the Terms ſo ambiguous, that the De. 
 finitions of Philoſophy are of ſmall Uſe : 1 muſt 
therefore deſire'5on to explain in your next, 
what you mean by'them, that ſo I may find how - 
far I can pretend to *em; for I'd fain be qua- 
Hhfied - for the incomparable Uranids Friend, 
Generofity (if I miſtake not your Senſe .of the 
Word) has been” my Yice and Puniſhment. Jn 
ſhort, Madam, if by Good Humour you mean © 
Good Nature, 1 can put in ſome Claim to't ; but * 
if by*t you underſtand a brisk Jeſt and jovial 
Air, much Talk and more Laugh ; Faith, Ma- 
dam, I muſt own Pm not fond of making any 
Pretence to. 

- Thus much for the Qualities both Negative 
a0 Affirmative you require in a Friend : Then 
as'for the Follies and Vices you Abominate, 1 
thank my Stars : I'm not. very guilty of "em, and 
think AﬀeCtation equally criminal 1n Gayety, as 
well as Gravity. * 

\ And now, Madam, ſince you have deſcrib'd 
the Phenix that muſt win your Heart, 'give me 
Leave to preſent you with a rough Sketch bf her 
C that's almoſt as rare) that \muſt make” an ab- 
ſolute Conqueſt of mine,” (for* as for tranſient 
Amorets, one: indifferently ualified: may do.) 
She: muſt be- moderately ' A but no Beauty; 
(and thats the reaſon l kinted at in my laſt, that 
I' was ſorry you told me you were no Beauty) or 
at leaſt, 1f poſſible, only ſo in my Eye: She mult 


be neither Proud, nor NONE? as' Witty as Uri. 
pid 
" 


{ 
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ma, yet as free from Opiniature and Obſtinacy - 
as | think her. © I mean not by Wit, thoſe. noiſie 
Repartces of the Cocquets.of the Town, which 
you with juſtice Condemn, but a ſenſible Ap- 
prehenſion of things, which Pm confident you 
can't mean, when you term Wit a Scandal. In 


© fine, Madam, ſhe muſt be Eaſfie and Free in her 


\ 


_— 


Converſation, very Grateful}, very Gznerous, 
and very Loving in her Nature: And when I 
ind one ſo qualified, Pm entirely her Slave. 


YH But whilſt [| purſue my Thoughts, I find my 
Bf letter grow too long, which is.one Fault of a 


whining Lover, who being ranch your Averſion, 
Pl here conclude with an humble. Requeſt thar 
I may have Leave to hope I ſhall one Day beſo 
Happy, as to be admitted to your Couverſation : 
for that, Madam, I muſt own is the greateft . 
Ambition of | ny | | 
| Your humble- Servant 


Viridomar. 


# 


oo 
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LETTER, 


Y/ Our Raillery, Madam, on my Loſs of your . 

L Letter, is as Juſt, as Witty ; and I' confeſs. . 
with a great deal of Confuſion, I can make no. 
Apology for*t, unleſs an Aſſurance that I'll never. 
(ruſt your Letters in my Pocket again, at leaſt 
th any other Papers. - 
| K 4 ne 
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1 think my Klf extreamly Happy that I Can 
pleaſe Uraria in any, thing ; and truly, Madam, 
*twas the real Value I have for you, that made 
- me alter the 'Medium of our Correſpondence, 
becauſe my Brother had the Aſſurance not only 
to refle&t upon the DireCtion you ſent me, but 
alſo to ſhew your Letter to more than I defir'd 
ſhou'd have that Pleaſure without your Permif. 
ſion. This Dealing with his Brethren of— might 
be Pardonable, becauſe they have ſome Depen- 
dance on him ; but the Reſpect that's due to 
Your. Merit, and the Juſtice thats due to. me, 
might have curb'd his Curioſity within the 
Bounds of Good Maaners. } 
I hope, Madam, yow'll forgive me this Diſco- 
very and Heat, for your Letter has made me 
an irreconcileable Enemy to Difiimulation, who 
before was never any Friend to it. You have 
Madam, new Molded me to your own Deſire; 
and that Vice appears now ſo very Ugly and Un- 
manly, that I'm extreamly aſham?d 1 ever faid a 
word in its Vindication : But above all, I ſhall 
think it a crying Sin, to diſſemble with the Di- 
vine UVranya, and for that reaſon, Madam, [ 
muſt tel] you, that my Converſation with both 
Sexes, has given me ſome reaſon to think In 
pretty wel] acquainted. with the general Inclina+, 
tions of Mankind ; tais, when: 1 read your 2G& 
.connt of your ſelf, makes you ſeem to me to de- 
ſcribe an ” kf el, not a Woman: The glorious 
Image you give me of Urania, by the Vertues, 


ſhed oats on, and the Vices ſhe abhors, is ſo &x- 
treamly 


A 
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treamly uncommon, that it looks like the divine. 


 Dravght of ſome Inſpired Poets Fancy, when he 


informs us, by a great Example of his own Crea- 
ting, what we ſhou'd be, and not like a Reality. 
And your Proſe has the efteCt of his Numbers, . 


- conveying InſtruCtion in its moſt grateſul Vehi- 


cle Pleaſure, .and fo fixes the noble Idea in my 
Soul, and makes me in love with your Mind, be-. 


. fore 1ſee your Perſon : And you ſhall never per- 


ſwade me, that Converſing with you, can ever 
leſſen my Eſteem for you: For tho the Wri- 
tings of ſome of the moſt Ingenious afford a more, 


agrecable Entertainment, than their Company, 


yet we may loſe a great deal of their Excellency 
by not taking their Thoughts right; which 


made Martial tel} Fidentinus, that Lhe repeating 


his Verſes, he made %m his own: elides, Mad- 
am, there are a thouſand Graces in the delivery: 


7 that abundantly improve the Senſe, a fair 


S | 


| Lady ſpeaks, which muſt encreaſe her Eſteem, 


and which we loſe when Ablent. And, Divine 
Uraria, ſince your Heart is ſecure in very good 
hands already, I c2n ſee no reaſon, ( forgive my 
Freedom) why you ſhowd deny this Favour, 

ince 1 leave to your felf. the management of the 


Interview, and give you my Word. that you ſhall 


have the entire government of my Diſcourſe and 


Actions. 


But, Madam, tho 1 have'a more earneſt long- | 
ing to Converſe with Urar1z, - than Slaves far-: 
Liberty, the ſick for Health, the poor for Rich-. 


©, and the Ambitious for Honours z yet Divine, 


unknown, 
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unknown, ſuch a reſpeCt I have, ſuch a profound 
Veneration for you, that I would Sacrifice even 
this Cantent'( which perhaps is not of leſs value 
than even Life it ſelf to yout leaſt Inconveni- 
cy, if I was ſure it cond not he obtain?d with- 
out prejudice to Vrania. I 

I have a great deal to ſay abouf the Greatneſs 
and 'Nobleneſs of Mind you deſcribe, but that - 
wou'd be too long for a. Letter that has already 
* exceeded 1ts juſt Bounds; and I hope, I may have 
the liberty to deliver my Sentiments by word of 
Mouth; only 1 muſt ſay that reaſon, not Opini- 
on, general or particular, ought to decide ſo 
weighty a Point. But upon the whole, Madam, 
by the Vices you lay down as its Oppoſites I may 
preſume to make ſome ſmall pretention to it. 

' 1 wou'd fain know what more than good Na- 
ture goes to the compoſing good Humour, ſince 
Urania ſays there is more; I take not good Na- 
ture in that general ſence you?hint at, but for a 
freedom from Malice, Envy, Moroſeneſs, Cc. . 
but if any part of Gaity be required, Pm at a 
loſs, for Pm naturally of a Melanchaly diſpo- 
ſition, and dull heavy Converſation, as I former- 
ly told you; and perhaps this want of an Airy 
Temper,. with a little fooliſh Modeſty I've al-* 
ways been troubled with, is that, that -has made 
me ſtill ſo Unſucceſsful with the Fair, that none 
cou'd ever be in Love with me, whilſt others 
with as few Brains, more Vanity, and if pofſi- 
ble, leſs agreeable Perſons have prevaiPd. Waller 
ſays, Women ſtoop t0 the Forward and the Fines 
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- which are no, ingredients in my CharaRter, at | 
| leaſt in Love, and my Converſe with your Sex. | 
So that, Madam, 1 hope yow'll ſcruple no more 

to give me leave to wait on you, and as I prove, 
"admit me into your” Eſteem, "ar, leaſt as far as, 

cold Friendſhip will allow ;_ or diſcard me for 
ever, agreater Curſe than which cannot fall on 
the Head of , 


Madam, 
Your Humble Servant, 


and (if you'll give me leave to ſay fo) 


True Friend, 
' Viridomar. 
LETTER;  j 
9s 33. 


"YOming to Tomn laſt night, and having per- 
uſed yours, I think your Anger, Madam, 
againſt the Bookſeller,very juſt,ſinge *tis indeed a 
Scanidal to any Namein the opinion of the moſt 
. Senſible part of the Town, to be 1n theſe Mercu- 
ries : ; and the Zeal } .was told you had for ? "ns 
made 


Ah, — 
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made me read your firſt Letters with ſome Pre- 
judice, till ſpight of. all that diſadvantage, your 
Wit and -Addreſs raiſed my Admiration, which 
with each Letter encreaſing, begot this importu- 
nate defire, you reſiſt with ſo cauſeles and ſevere 
"an Obſtinacy. Cauſeleſs, Madam, becauſe my O- 
pinion of a grant of a Requeſt, purſued with that 
ardour and importunity, wou'd be pure as your 
Stile, and juſt as your'Thovghts ; for Pm none of 
thoſe cenſorious formal Hypocrites, that can re- 
ccive the Favour, and yet condemn the Benefact- 
or that beſtowed it. Severe to: Extravagance to 
make the very Deſire its own Obſtacle, after our- 
molt reaſonable Parts have brought us acquaint- 
ed. Sure, Divine Vraria, you'll grant, that our 
Correſpondence is in reaſon a more honourable 
'TIntroduftion to Friendſhip, than a Viſit or 
two with a Friend ; yet after this laſt, the moſt 
{crupulous Lady will permit one to wait on 
her. EE | 
- You muſt therefore, Madam, Pardon me, if 
what you have urg'd, do not reconcile me! to 
your Denial; nor have you by-any means as 
good Reaſons for this, as againſt Diſſimulation ; 
or there you oppo9d the common Practice ge- 
_ nerally Erroneous, but here vindicate its falſeſt 

Preganle. ro, : 

The Body of gaod Humour [_have, but want 
the Spirit and. Life, Facetiouſneſs, whic\. per- 
haps your Converſation may inſpire, as Dull as I 
am, | | 44-15 | 


Your 


7 

Your Letters Madam, can never be too long, 
for as you find I can never write a ſhort Letter 
to you, ſo I deſire none from you þut long ones, 
ſince their peruſal is, if not the only, yet the 
greateſt Pleaſure of, G | 


HAagam, 
Your Humble Servant, 
and Admiring Friend, 


Viridomar. 


LETTER v. 


F A your ſelf, admired Vrama, that this 
generous Compliance of yours with my re- 
peated Importunities to ſee - you, ſhall never 
© cauſe any opinion but what is the natoral Reſult 
of your Condutt init; that is, that you are a 
Lady. of Senſe and Honour ; and: I only think 
- yon have ugd too much Caution in this tedious 
 Uelay : You have ſacrificed abundantly too much 
time to Formality and Cuſtom, for "tis thoſe. 
two, that make the Ladies more hard 'of acceſs 
- than Men. My firſt Letter had been ſufficient 
to have gain*d me admiſſion to any Mar, nay, to 
Hobbs himfelf; and where our Eſteem wu 
ib m Lady 


\ 


( 142 ). 

Lady is, of the ſame nature, viz. a Love of her 
Mind, bounded with a juſt Friendſhip, alb delays 
are- but needleſs Cautions. I only urge this, 
Madam, to ſhew you how far Pm from enter- 
raining any ill thoughts of the dear Favour you 
beſtowed on me in your Laſt ; and Pm aburi- 
dantly aſſured, that the fatisfaction of your Con- 
verſation will anſwer my Expectation; for what- 
ever you may think of dull Terreſtrial Conver- 
ſation ( true in reference to what my Alloy will 
give it) ?tis my opinion it, cannot be daſh'd with 
much of Earthly Dulneſs where Urania Is To 
_ give it Life and Spirit. 

You have reaſon 1 mult confeſs to be ſome- 
thing cautious in making a new Friencſhip with 
one you know not, ſince you have been Decet- 
ved; ſo much deceived in' one you thought you. 
might ſo well depend on as Aſdrubal, whoſe 
Name was well ſuited to his Nature, apd if of * 
his own choice, certainly his Punick Faith made. 
him ſo ford of a C arthaginian Name. But ſince 
Experience can? ſecure you in a Friend, I fanſie 
Madam, *twonld not be Impolitick to try what - 
\Chance will do; throw your ſelf entirely on 
- that, and be abſolutely my Friend without any 
more Caution. Mr. Dryden ſays; 


- — Theres a neceſſity i Fate 
Why ftill the brave bold Man is Fortunate. 


* The Cautious ſifc things with a too nice and 
jealous Eye to be eaſily Happy, whereas, if we 
Wi 
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will really be ſo, we muſt a little contribute to 
the cheating our ſelves into an opinion of it; for 
Happineſs is nothing but Opinion; and tho 
this ſometimes end too ſoon, yet it makes ſome 
amends, by the Pleaſure it gave us whilſt we en- 
tertain'd. the dear Amuſement; whereas, the Cau- 
tious are always in pain to avoid Pain, which 
5 like dying for fear of Death. Eet not there- 
fore the peyfidions Ingratitude of the faithlels 
' Carthaginian influence your Judgment” of Yirido- 
. mar, who 1s not only an irreconcileable Enemy 
to Ingratitude and Infincerity, but a hater of all 
. Common Wealths,, becauſe they have always 
hgnahz?d their Ingratitude, and indeed lie un- 
der a neceſlity of always being ſo: So that the 
thing you dillike in me, ought to be your great- 
eſt ſatisfaftion and aſſurance of my Fidelity and 
Honour, in chuſing rather to Suffer, than Tit- 
umph ; for I.have a Soul ambitious as any 'Man 
but, Urama "tis a brave Ambition governs me z 
1 wou'd be Great and Jult, but rather Juſt than 
- Great, I wowd be Great, to have it in my 
Power to do Good, to deſtroy thoſe Villains 
that Influence the Beſt of Princes, and make 
them aC contrary to their Natyres ;. for I cou'd 
 ſhew a Path Princes might tread to Power, 
Wealth and Honour, conliſtent with the Love, 
the Intereſt, and the Glory of their Countries: 
But con'd I make my Copntry the Envy of 
' Europe and Miſtreſs of both the nates, and of a 
laſting Unity at Home, I wou'd not part with 
my Faith, my Honour, nor my Sincerity to effe&t 
FETs If. 
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it. Let not Aſdrubal therefore be the Rule of - 

. Jour judgment of Yiridomar, but aſſure your ſelf | - 
'wou'd notyield to-youin Faith and Sincerity: And + 
as you will -atone for all the faults I have expe- 


Tation of your Vertues, that I'll force you to 
confeſs I differ from moſt Men. Oh! I wou'd 
Die before Pd make my Friend and BenefaCtor 
my Tool, my Step to paſs the dirty Plaſhes of 
my Fortune, and then Regard her no/ more, as 
Aſdrubal has done": No, let me be Juſt and 
Poor, rather than thrive by Villainy. A Wo- 
man qualified like Vraria, ought to be valued 

' above the World. and ſhall by Yiridomar, if ſhe ad- 
mits his Friendſhip. | 
 Itell you my whole Soul, Urania, you ſee it 
naked as Heaver, and void of all Diſguiſe; I'm 

/ weary of this Villainons World, and the endleſs 

_ as well a3 bootleſs Impertinencies of the Conver- 
ſations of my own Sex, a wretched Circle they 

_ - movein, of Prophaneneſs, Nonſenſe and Hurry ; 
= I have had too. large a ſhare in this fooliſh'Prize, 
!, - theſedeſtruftive'Baubles of the Town, that Men 
l - _ like Fools, bedeck themſelves withal; proud of | 
_ ' their very Infamy - 1 Long, I Sigh fora dear Re- 
fuge from them all, and nothing like the Converle 
of UVrania, whoſe Senſe, as well as Sex, affords a 

' more reaſonable and calmer Joy ; the ſenſe of it 
tranſports my Mind with ſnch a ſtrange Impetu- 
olity to eſtabliſh a Friendſhip with you, that Fm 
extreamly uneaſie till I ſee you, and ſhall expect 


Friday with the moſt impatient defire, when 2c- 
0] cording 


'Tienced in.your 5ex, ſo Pl] aft with ſuch an emn. © 
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@rding to your-appointment, TER 
ending and with this ſend yau The 


| coſt grateful Mind, for this Gene 
ſequtian to the Spporruafgs © Higgs 
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G Eſſay at aV Vinditgigh of Lxf 
2 Tr agedies,. YRs 'Rapin | 

2M. Rymneah 0 
- Directed to:. oft dage5y 


OM DENNIS. 


HE ſhort yet jaſ Account. hoogi in your 
Prefatory Epiſtle to. the Impartial Critic , 


| of the Reaſons. _ ea ga the / -h from 
bringing the tender Scenes of Love on the. Stage 
Tin their Tragedies, makes me wiſh you had: pro: 
(eeded ta a full Vindication of the Pradtice | 
vr Poets [in that particular; and indeed [os 


| Letter 1 W deſign'd to provoke you to ſuch an 1 LI 
ng: Which wawv'd. ' efieCtually ſtop ; the. 
Camours of ſome Arne Ce hat wall. 


IE on 


{OO - 
allow any thoughts of Love #grecable to the 
Mjcty of TIT: i997 oo 
© The chief 'Atpuinents. indeed which theſe Gen: 
tlemen bring, are: fromthe PraCtice of the Aj: 
cients, ( the canſe of which, you have given in 
the above quoted Epiſtle )'\whofe Authority 
they are of 'opinion ſhowd outweigh Reaſon, 
But {ince the Jp/e:@xit has been ſo long laid aſide 
in Philoſophy, as an enemy to our Enquiries in- 
to Nature, Ican ſee no reaſon-why it ſhou'd be 
. of ſo much greater force in Poetry ; ſince 'tis 
' Perhaps almoftas-prejudicial to eur imitation of 
Nature in: This, as to our diſcovery of it in the 
- Other:- As far as the Ancients and. the Rules 
Ariſtotle draws from ther, agree with the Cha- 
Falter you givetheſe,of being noching but good ſenſe 
and Nature reducd to Method 1 ſhall cloſe with 
them; but when they either deviate from this, or 

reach not up to what may be done,l muſt thinkit 

but juſt to withdraw my ſelf from the ſubjeCtion 

of the Stagyrite, who' has had a Reign long e- 

nough o'er the Minds of Mankind, and an Em- 
Pire that far exceeded the Extent and Continy- 

ance of his Royal Pupil Alexander; 

But to deal fairly with our Opponents, I ſhall 
firſt propoſe all their Objections ' againſt this 
Opinion I Defend, as I find them'in Kapin, and 
his *Copier, Mr. Rywer ; and then' examine how 


- 


_ far they are from being fortified by. Reaſon, 'as 
their Admirers boaſt. 1 ſhall begin with Rapin; 
and that he may -be. ſure-to: have Juſtice, I ſhall 
Quote him as his Friend has Tranſlated him. Xe- 
feet. 20, p. 110, - Modern 
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;'Moderri Tragedy tarns;on. other [Principles : che 
Genius. of or (+the. French.) Nation 3s not. Strong 
' MW inongh 0 ſuſt ain :an Action on the Theatre , by, moving. 
ly Terror and. Pity. Theſe are. Machines.,thas 
pillnor play 45..thty ought, but by. great Thoughts 
and noble Expreſſions, of which, ve are. nor inaced. al- 
wether ſo capable as the Greeks.Perbaps our Nation, 
 whith 15 naturallyGallant;has been.ohlig'd tothe neceſſy 
1yof our Charattet, to frame far. our ſelves 4 169;SY 


bs 
- - T 


If temof Tragedy ,co-/ujr with gur;,bumpr.7 he. Greeks, 

; Þ who were Populdr Eft ates; and who hated Monarchy; 
ff kaclight in their, Spettacles, to ſte . Kings Hum: 
: Bd, and high Fortunes caſt down, breauſe their Ex-, 


v 


* 


tration griey/d,1thern., The; Engliſh, our Neighs. 
boure, . love Blood 3n' their. Sports, by..the quality.of, 
tleir Temperament. . Theſe are.lnſylaries /ep-rated_ 
from the reſt of Men ;,. we are more. Humane. .. Gal-. 
lantry rorcover; agrees with our Manners 5, and our, 
| Poets -beliew'd that. they cord, not. ſucceed 0n;:the. 
Theatre, but by| ſweet and tender; Sentiments ; 1 
| which perhaps they had ſome Reaſon: For in eftet; 
tbe Paſſions . repreſented - become. Deform'd ,and- 
aſipid, leſs they; are founded, on. Sentiments- * 
conformable to. thoſe of the SpeQtator, ?Tis this 
I higes 'our Poets, to ſtand up... fo _ ſtrongly 
for-the Privilege of Gallantry on. the Thea- 


- 


tre; and to bend all. their Subje(ts to Love and Ten-. 

derneſs ; tbe rather to pleaſe the Women, who have, 
' race themſelves Fudges of theſe Divertiſements, and. 
' \arped the Right to'paſs Sentence. And ſome beſides. | . 
ne ſuffer?d themſelves to be prepoſſe/s?d, and led by 
tht Spaniards; who make all. their Cavaliers Amo-, 
WT 7. Ez, ws. £ 
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rows, *Tis by them'that Tragedy began'to degenerate, 
_ we by little and titrle accuftom'd 'to ſee Heroes i 
Fheatre ſmitten with another Love than that of 
Glory. ; and that by degrees, all the Great Men of 


This likewiſe perhaps by this Gallantry tht our Ape 
wor a:deviſe a Color #0 excuſe the feebleneſs of our 
Wie; 710t being. able always to ſuſtain the ſame Afti. 

by 1 erdieſ of Words and Fhonughts. | 
:* However it be;*( for 1 am not hardy enough 1h 
declare my ſelf againſt the Public) "tis to -degrade 

Tragedy from that Majeſty, which is proper to: 
It, to mingle it in Love, which is of a CharaQter 
, and little ſuitable to that Graviy 
0 Ewbich Ln "makes Profeſſion.” * Hence it 
proceeds,that theſoTragedies mxt with Galtantries, 
never make ſuch admirable Impreſſions 01 the Spirit, 
ar aid thoſe of Soq 
the 'Bowels were movd by the great-Obyjefts of Terror: 


and Pity, which They ns 'a."'.? [is likewiſe" for 
thifthat the Reput ation of our Modern Fragedies/6 | 


ſoon Decays, and-yields but ſmall' Delight at two 
Years end; _—_ the Greek" pleaſe yet to thoſe 

_ have a good Taſte, after two Thouſand Years, 
aſe wiſe what not grave and ſerious 01 the Theatre, 

or it give Delight at preſent, after a ſhort time gr 
Diſt aſteful ab pleaſant ;, and beeanſe what is 
proper for great Fhought's and. great Figures in Tra- 


gedy, cannot fupport it ſelf. The: Anvients who pw-' 


 cet?ad' this, did not Interweave. their Gallantry-and 


Love, ſave in Comedy. * For Love is of aCW- 
rater that always argenerates from that Heroic — 


ty have. lsff Midtr Charafters in our Hand, 
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ocles and Euripides ; forall 
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of "which Tragedy muſt never diveſt” it ſelf,” And 
wehing to me" ſhews ſo mean ant fenſeleſs, as for” one 
1s amuſe himſelf with whining about frivolous Kind- 
| meſſes, when he 2ay be adnirable'by greatiand'nobk 
| Þ Thoughts, ard ſublime' Expreſſions. * But\F dave 
not preſume ſo far on my own Capacity and Credit, 
10 oppoſe my ſelf of: my own Head, againſt a Vſage 
ſo Eftabliſd : '1" muſt be cone moateſt ly 10) propoſe 
my Doubts, and that may ſerve to exerciſe the Wits, 
inn Age that only wants Nratter,' ' But to end this 
- Refletion with a' touch of: Chriftianiſm,' 7 ai pe#- 
ſwaded, that the Tamcents of the Theatre mip ht'be 
better preſer?d, atcording ro rhe Iden of the aviciehs 

| Tragedy ; | beranſe tbe New $3: bocome ton "BE 
rf wee, by the Softnefs of later: Ages ;; and the Privice 
\ } 4&'Conti, who ſirndlit?d bis Zell againſt the 2Mo- 
\ | dm Tragedy; by bi\Treatife oil 'Subjett wind 
NY wiebour donbr, have! allow?d-rbe- kneieht, breanſe 
# | Then for Mr” Rymery/ in his-jovial way: of 
| Criticiſm, he 'condemns Love 'ofi the Stage in 
theſe Words, bronghr in ifidesd' by Head: afid - 


Shoulders, © 2) 201, 210012147557 £5 
"After all,” it 15:t0 be obſer id bow'wuch that Wild. 
Godſe Chaſe of Romince runs hill it 'theiv Hedds, ſome 
 Stenes of Loue' wut ery mhietedbd Thuffled: in;\ the 
| wir /o Unfeaſwable on ntt Ht Fog 
9- | The ag man = ini ogg As inal 
- #'4y Monſieur of cheer ally" yer\ rheir 204f0 he 
| | He Bonds, acengred.no Deanorphofis an 
| 9% Dranimb #89 a» Opera's '> Nor did thily Love 
v f <ne Whiningon'the'Srege ro Effemminate the Mi 
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jeſty of Tragedy.'; it-was not any Love for Briſeig 
that::made Achilles Jo Wroth, it was. the Affrom 
jn-taking bis 'Booty. from him, 'in'the-Face of the 
Confederate rey "__ Ps his "Stomach could. uy 
Paſs 6 We | 
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| Peleide Stomachum cedere. neſcu. Hor. 
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Sago — 


FT Theſe are the Pillars and copports of the Gen 
tlemen of this-Opinion ; 1o that.I hope, if I cay | 
but obviate theſe Objections: they bring, I haxe 
gained. the End. propos'd to my {elf in the Juſti 
- ieationof the Peaktice of the. beſt of opr Poets, / 
in: preſenting, us-with. the tendereſt.*Scenes. of 
Lovye in ''Tragedies, .?Tis true, the Charge of 
-both theſe' Critics, is direfted againſt the Fog 
Poets, but in the:excluding Love, as derogatory 
to the Majeſty-of Tragedy, it reaches our Poets, 
'who do'the fame. I have Quoted Rapin: at larpe, 
becauſe one part-of, the Refletion ſeems to an- 
ſwer the other! to my Hand ; for the ground of 
his Accuſation 1s the deviating from the Pradiite 
_ of the Aricients;/\ for: which -he. gives ſa good 
Reaſons, that. ?*rmauld have been. a madneſs not 
T0 have forni'd.;a-new Syſtem, ſince the Genius, 
the CharaQter, Humour and-Manners-of the Peo- | 
ples) Joquincd is:much; He ſays, that, /n efet 
be Paſſions repreſented: become deform d and inſipid, f 
wk they are founded on Sentiments conformable 10 
thoſe of the Speftator. -- But before I procee%9 
C bog particular; Reply, L ſhall draw. te © Qbjetts, 
ONS" 
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-ons both contain, info ſhort and poſitive. Heath, | 
-to-make their Confutation the more Evident.-. 

{The whole Charge therefore, may be redagl 
to theſe three:Heads, the. 1. Motives the: Mq- 
derns ( particularly the French); had to Intre- 

- duce Love 'into Tragedy. 2-1 The Objections 
againſt it :: And, 13, The Effects of it. Firſt, 
4s to the Motives, Rapin tells. us, they were 
the Neceſſity of the Charafter, .Manners;: and 
[Temperament of the People, (which, without 
donþr, was the Poet's Duty to regard.) Next, ito 
gratify the Women Judges, -(which. is the Poet?s 
"Duty. as a Man, both in Regard” of. his':Profit - 
F and Sex, eſpecially when the Intereſt and Pow- 

"er: of the Women ſtrike' in with the Charadter, 
.Manners, and :'Temperament .of the. People.) 
Lofty, "To. excuſe.the Feeblene6 of. their own | 
"#ir. *Theſe-are; the Motives Rayin ſums .up: of 

{this: Innovation on the Stage; which, 'as I haye 
hefore obſerved,are a ſufficient: Juſtification: of 
| toy even according, to himſelf:- But for :the laſt 
'tis only a moroſe Caprice i of his own Fancy, 
forcertainly-there.is. as much Wit-required-to 
the-Juſt, and artificial Management of the Paſſion 
t | of:Love; as: thoſe of: Fear and Terror, -and 

{| thoſe other - Species of Paſſions that are ſubſcr- 

Ch went to the;maving.of them... :... 
$ -: ſhall therefore paſs to the Objections, which 

Are four in Number, the. Firſt;and. Chief (an 
ſome Men Opinion) is, That it deviates from 

0} 8s PraQtice.of -the.-Ancients: who, [as; the- Ins 
i« ator of 3 challenge qur' ——— | 
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*TFis-they muſt. be vur M6del,' and-as we oaks 
more or {eſs Approaches. to' that i i:the Fabrir, 
of our Plays; we care im'a greater or lefler De. i 
- gee of PerteCtion, '1 grant indeed, 'that th: i 
-Ancients wetethe Inventors of. Tragedy 5 Nay, 
-and'of Comely-mo ; 'tis:their due:'Glory. - Nor 
will-l p retendta-rob *em of it.. | will alſo gram, 
hat there ; is: ſome Regard'to'be' had to their 
'Performances, as /to their Model ; but then] 
1deny that by'the Rules of Reaſon, we areoblip{ 
to aſcrvile Obſervation of their Precepts, 'or 
-Praftice, withouc/all Addition; or mori 
 HadithePrattice of''the Firſt Inventors been of 
Woh Jrnviolable *Anthority,; Theſpis: had brought} 
Tragedy to its | Perfeftion: and'one- Aftor, and 
a-teal of Chorns (more ridiculous than an en- 
tire Opera) had-been the =0n- plus ultra of the 
Stage. Botif-it were lawful! for e&ſobylus, Eu 
remades, Sophockes: and others, 'to/ improve 'upon 
The:Model wow ohoee left them; : Sy ſhould 
dher Poets, t: as thoſe ih'Genius, be deptt-| 
- yed:-of ” the faine” Libetty, provided it be for 
_ Advancetinent /of-- the Profit,/.and Glory of 
Tragedy? pon this Condition 4-do fuppoF: 
hone will dehy the Moderns this Liberty to for 
ſakditic Stepw0f the Greeks: "Bat; Chat our Altt- 


rations are for the better, Ir - froth 
After-proofs{-as Well as From at 1 halt on 


fay)on- this 1 Mtticulat.” 12 my i 0 (£741 F 

mr #4, 1 Thed tis: eviderit romighar: you "R 
kave- urged dn iche- Zmpareie)-1Trigic; | Tha Ui 
leaving off tho Is i P EO better, + 
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C33. 
frees it from an unnatural Part, which took up 


. -Þo large a Share of the ancient Tragedies; and 
' -inthar, deliversit from the abſardeſt Improba- 


} 3% bilities in Nature, which are as deftrudtive to 


-.:the End of Tragedy as any thing that can be 
introduced. Next, it . has enlarged the Boitom 
on which the ancient. Tragedy ſtood, and by 

Conſequence extended its Uſe and advantage 

'farther. It has\made it a more perfet Image 

I «4 Humane Life, in taking in that which has fo 
-great a Share in it, LOVE; which whether ir 

be derogatory to the ſuppoſed Majeſty of Trage- 

. dy, 1 ſhall next examine "if not, my Aſſertion 

18 evident. 

*This indeed is the next ObjeCtion of our 'Ad- 
yerſaries, -who-tell us, That the Lightneſs of 
Love degrades the Majeſty and Gravity of 
Tragedy, diverting it from Great, and Noble 
"Thoughts, - zn4 Sublime Expreflions , to" whi- 
ing about frivolous Kindneſſes. This 1 | confeſs is 
the heavieſt Charge in Reality, if true, and there- 
fore I ſhall take the Done Pains to remove It-; 
for if Love be "not guilty of this, ®tis evi 
an' Improvement, and' therefore' to be contined 
-1n that Poſſeſſion of the Stage, it has gain'd with 
kl univerſal-an Approbation.” ADE. 

"AL the Arguments I ſhall bring to. OY that 
+ is hot der ry to 'the- Majeſty o& Triagtdy 
ſhall be (drawn (from — the Conſideration of 'thewr 
Beloved Aneeenty ; "the very Meaning of the Word 
« Majeſty; at the Natore of | the Paſſion of Love, 
an#y Plive hs _ to the others. | 

Firft, 
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-.; Firſt, ?Tis evident from the very Conceſſions 
_of Kapin, the Agreement of all Critics, and 
the very Nature of the Thing, That Tragedy.is 
. not, of greater. Majeſty, and. Dignity, than' an 
Epic Poem. In _his Fourth General: RefleCtion, 
he tells us, That from Homer?s Epic - Poems, 
Sophocles and Euripides  rook- 'the Hanghty 
Alr b; of the Tharre, and Idea?s of Tragedy; 
and begins the ſecond Particular;Refletion thus.: 
The Epic Poem ts that which 1s the Greateſt; and 
oſt; Noble in Poeſie- To prove which he ſpengs 
_all that RefleRion, | and the, magnifying of it 
takes up the Third and Fourth, -and ag the End 
of the Tenth particular Refletion he tells us, 
That All ovght to: be Majeſtic in an | Heroic | Po- 
em, This alſo, ſeems to be confels?d” by : My. 

\ Ryner, when he, ſpeaking of Loye'seffeminating 

the' Majeſty of Tragedy, Inſtances an Heroic 
| Poem, v1%. the lliads of Homer , foreſeeing 
perhaps that that might be objected againſt his 
Aſlertion, which is. ſtill in. full force notwith- 
ſtanding bis ſaying, That ?rwas not the Zove'of 
Achilles for Briſeis, that made him. ſo wroth, but the 
Indignity received in the Face of the. Conſeaerat, 
Army.” But beſides this Conceſſion of our Op- 
poſers (which is indeed Argument, good enough 

ad Hominem) .the' very Nature of the thing 

- - Proves the ſame.:.. Hero's and. Kings are the Sub- 
| Fats .of both, and the principal. Character. of 
an Epic Poem, conliſts in, the. Narration (as Ra- 
piz truly obſerves). in which it is only.oppoſed to 
" Tragedy, which conſiſts altogether-in fr. L 
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The Wajefty.-of an Epic Poem: being thus de- 
monſtrated equal, if not ſuperiour to: that, of 
| Tragedy. If I can prove by the PraQtice.of 
Homer and Virgil (the. - Among of Heroic Poets) 
that they eſteem'd. not Love derogatory ta_the 
Majeſty of their Poems, *ris Proof: ſufficient! that 
+ it cannot degrade the Majeſty of. Mw which 
is not greater than the other. 
- But this is {evident from :the' [liads of Himes, 
-and the eA£ntids of Virgil. Homer in his Uliads makes 
Achilles and: Agamemmnon in; Love, \.one with-his 
Captive Bri/eis, -the other. with 'Chryſeis -: For 
Agamemnon tells. Achilles and the Council of the 
Grecians, that'he /preferrs Chryſeis to Chitemme- 
ſira the Wite of his Yputh;, -and that» ſhe is 
not inferiour tq: her. in any .of her Qualities 
or: Beauties. He often calls her Beautiful Chryſets, 
and always ſpeaks, very teelingly- when he men- 
tions her. And Achilles his-Anger .had not roſe 
to that Degree, but that he-was' depriv'd of his 
Roſie-Cheek'd 'Bri/eis.. Horace was of my Ord; 
non, in his Second We: == Book I. | 


Hunc Amor, ira quiders. yrit Mrwmng 
Which you very juſtly Engbih thus, | 
W we injur'd Low. in both ſtrange F ary breeds. 


For the Riſe of Agamemnon' s-Paſſion is ew 

; from. his Love to-Chryſcis, as/he plainly con- 

_ io his —— 3. and that: of Achilles - 
Was 
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was not only exaggerated, but confirm'd by the 
fame Loſs of her he Loy d. Ovidi in his Amonrs, 
_ exraghid the ag Mind. "y 


rus ail facie pris arfas 
| Serwa Myceneo Phabus amata ck. : 


And in other” Place he has: to the [faige' pur- 
- Beſides in the Third Book of the /15- 
ads; .when. Hettor. proclaims the Challenge of 
Patis,, to fight; Peri in ſingle: Combar, 'the 
Condition is, that the Victor ſhou'd poſſeſs He- 
tena for his Wife, © If this be not; below - the 44a-. 
eftyil of an Epic Prem, certainly the Nobler 
Sceiies of Love cannot be below that of Tragedy. 
But the :Caſeis: yet plainer-in 3ro#, for rhe - 
Fourth. Book of his! «fred, is wholly on 'the 
Intrigue of eAineas and Dido, "where that'Divine 
Poct has given the fineſt Draught of that Paſſion 
that Antiquity.can-boaſt of. 'But-if this Crimi- 
nal Paſſion of Didvand' «Aint4r; "do not degrade 
the Majeſty of an Epic Poem, can the ſame, or 
leſs Criminal,” be below that*-of Tragedy? 1 his 
ok 1s not arraign'd by our Criticks for any 
feCt in this, 'and/þy others allow'd/ as: noble: a 
Piece as any of that Poet, fo that Love js not 
ſuch--an Enemy" to\. Noble Thoughts, but that 
'tis conſiſtent with them ; nor to the Majeſty of 
Expreſſion, as this :Fourth: Rook of. Virgil evin- 
cs: Befides,” we find inthe dicefteof E wipidles, 
an CPE of Lauez and Jomething-of is inthe 
| . Ajax 


one 

' Ajax of Sopbogles:3; nay, 'tis the Foundation and 
Fable of the Phirdre of. Exripides.  _ 
- Thus we-ſee the Enemy beat from one of their 
beloved Holds, taanthodty and Practice of the 
Ancients. 1-ſhall now. therefore, proceed to the 
_ very Meaning. of the: Word: 44a iefly;by which 
we ſha!l be able £6 diſcover how far it will cob 

' tribute to the Confirmation of our Poſition; -- 

©: To le alone ithe Grammatical Etymology, of 

| the Word, : and take it in. its Poetical' Sence, 
| where *tis' Metaphorically: ns'd,; it means. ſom: 
_ thing that ts Great/and Pomporss.. And Horace 
in'the' fourthSatyre 'of his Firſt Book, meas 
this Majeſty we _ of, when he ſays, _ 


Prinins ego iorans; YT qibus ſe Pagtas ii 
Excerpam Numero.: Neque enim coneludere ver ſus : 
Dierjs effe' ſatin; neqz ſiquis ſeribat uti nos | 
Sermoni propriaera, pates hwnc off Poetam «ti 
Ingenium cuiſit;'-cul mens: divinior, 2tqz 93 :: 
Magria ſonatyruim, des nomints. __ bonorem. me 
Yi #1 

© -So: that Majeſty, is nothing: ele but ay! Ele- 
_ uation of Thought, and Expreſſion above the Come 
-mon' and Vulpar Diſcourſe. By this Explanation 
of it, it becomes intelligible, ad” we ſhall ſee, 
that the. Crities. wou'd only 'amuſe ns with: 
Words. Nom, if they can prove by Reaſon, that 
the Thoughts and -Expreſſions of Love in its 
ſeveral 'Effets- and Emations., cannot be' £x- 
alted above the Vulgar, and Common Diſcourſe, 
then is Love of too low 2 CharaCter for Trages 
| J: 
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dy.” But if Love: be not-incapable of this El2z 
vation,: then is 'onur Point: gain?d in this. Parti- 
cular roo, which? will be evincd from the next 
Proof, drawn' from the Natare' of the Paſſion of 
Eove, and its Place in regard, to the others. 

' A. Paſſion is' more'or leſs MajeFic ; (and by 
Conſequence: more or leſs fit-for Tragedy) 
in regard either-of the Rank or'Degrees of the 
Paſſions,of the-Sentiments if inſpires; the Effects ith - 
cauſes, the Attions'that depend upon it,or in fine, 
theInfluence'it has 'on the Life of Mankind: _ 

If the Firſt, /*cis evident that \ Love has much 
the" Preheminence! above Terror and Pity. Des 
Cartes reduces all the * Paſſions to 'Six principal 
Heads, Admiration, Love, Deſire, (or rather 
Concupiſcence,- Foy and Grief.) Dr. Moor reduces 
them 'to' Three Heads only, *Admiration, Love 
and Hate. The firſt of which being:plac'd in the 
' Brain, and being butthe Step. 'to the other, he 
with the Schoot-men reduces them. yet- to Two, 
the -Concupi/cible:and the Traſcible;, which Des 
Cartes terms in other Words, properly Tov 
and Hate.  So'that we ſee Loveion all Hands, 
appears to be a Primitive Paſſion, out of ſeveral 
Depfees of which,” and its Oppolite, are the 
reſt compounded and - deriv'd. Fear or Terror 
is deriv?d from Deſire, Defire from Love, Com- 
miſeration is deriv'd from Grief ,” - Grief. from 
Hatt; and is. compounded of Love and Grief. 
So that” if we -reſpe&t the Degrees of the Paſ-- 
fjons, Love is the: more Excellent, as being a 
Primitive Paſſion, but: Fear and Pity, wa + 
| :: : er 
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der-Species and: Derivatives from 1t : So that 
» . in Natfre,” Love is more 'N6ble than thoſe. 
Let us therefore--proceed to the Sentiments" it 
inſpires,” &c. | 'By Sentiments I mean the 7 boughts 
that a Lover derives from the Paſſion -he's poſ- 
ſed with. But theſe are ſo different, _ that. 
- we muſt run throvgh the ſeveral Conditions. ef 
Lovers to make ;any Judgment of ?em : For thoſe 
Ehoughts that proceed from Anger, Fear, Fea- 
 loupe, Hope, Deſpair ; nay, and Hate, with the 
relt of the. Paſſions, are, to | be look. for in a 
Lover; according to his ſeveral Circumſtances. 
But. take him in. bis molt eaſie and tranquil Sta- 
tion, when tend eſt: Deſires are fann'd with ſure. 
Succeſs, his Thoughts are more or leſs elevated, 
according to: the State and Degree of the Per- 
ſon that's affefted; Thoſe of'a Shepherd might. 
be too low, thoſe of a Beau too/ Gay and Light, 
but -thoſe: of a. Hero muſt retain ſomething, of. 
his Charater, and muſt be Noble as the Objett 
that inſpires, or the Perſon that recetves the In- 
ſpiration. - The Two Firſt indeed may be below 
-the"Dignity of Tragedy, but the latter can no. 
more derogate from that, than from the Cha- 
rater of the Perſon. But - ſuppoſing the moſt 
tender and the ſofteſt Scenes of a Hero's 0h 
'_ are not. Majeſtic enough for Tragedy ; 
muſt they be Granted as lofty as thoſe of Ns 
Griefs ; 5. in the latter, Mie will have the. 
deſcending from the haughty Air and Maje- 
ity of Tragedy, -not only allowable, but bo. 
Ty neceflary : De Arte Poetica: 


Ee 


( 160 )' 


: Et Tragicus plerumq; dolet ſermone pedeſtri 
 Telephus 6 Peleus, cum pauper & txul __ 


_ Projicit ampnllas, & ſeſquipeaalta- verba, 
_ $4 carat cor ſpebtantis retigiſſe: querelg, &c. 


" There is a time therefore when the Hero not. 

only may, but ought to quit his Grandeur, 'in 
Horace's Judgment; and that is when hes in Di- 
| fireſs and in Exile. And why is it leſs lawfull 
to depart front this Majeſty (that'is, ſuppoſing 
Era i jive it) on- the Account of the tendreft 
Hours of Love? This is more-natvral in my poor 
Opinion, than in the Caſe juſtified' by AHbyate. 


For to Love, is natural to by Great Sduls, and! 
I think, as Noble and Eſſential to'their Chara-' _ 


&er, as any that make it up But it niay' be 
doubted whether a Hero, that is, 'a Man of 
Invincible Conrage , can ſuffer all his noble 


and towring Thovghts, all his Elation of Mind, 


to be fo depreſsd by Adverſity, as to ſubmit ts 


ſordid We mean Grief and Sorrow : This may' 
be the Reaſon why ſome Critics" have: reflected' 


.on the Oedipus Coloneus of Sophocles, as too low 


_ and mean for the Dignity of a Hero furnifd. 
with Reſolution, Conrage and Virtue/ in his 0-' 


_ ther Play of him. 'Tis true, 'tis the general 


Frailty of Mankind to be dejected in Misfor- 


tunes; but Tragedy, as our Critics contend, 
ſhou'd be ſomething better than the Life, ſome- 
thing more Philoſophica], affording a Draught 
_ _ of what Man ſhou'd be: Now ?tis certain that 


Philoſophy will not allow Fortune any Influ- 
ence on the Thoughts and Mind, at leaft ſa far 


as to make *em degenerate. Thus 
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Thus we fee if Love were what otir Advet- 
faries wow?d have it, yet Is it as reaſonable to 
be allow'd, as what their Maſters hold neceſſary 
in Tragedy. But this is a Concefſion I am by 
no means obligd to make; for 1 am nat of 
_ Opinion that there is any Neceſlity that the 
moſt tender Scenes of Love, ſhou'd be void of 
that Elevation of Thought and Expreſſion, that 
conſtitutes Adajefty. or that they ſhou'd be dee. 
liver'd in that Sermone ped:ſtri, Horace judges ſo 
| fequifite £0 the Expreſlion of Grief. This is 
evident from Yirgil's Fourth Book, and the 
| MU for Love of Mr. Dryden : Both which abound 
I with'noble Thoughts and Language. Ep 2 
But the tender Scenes are the leaſt Advantages 
Love brings to ragedy. There are a great 
many beautifull Occatons offer'd tro the Poet by 
It ; from the Effets of it ; the other Paſſions 
concerned init, of Deſcriptions 3 &c, as we may 
fad in all the beſt of our Plays, particularly ia 
that admirable Piece of the beſt of Poets, which 
| mentioned but now, viz. Al for Love, ?Tis 
thezwove of Anthonyand Cleopatra, that furniſbes 
the Occaſion of all the admirable Scenes of that 
Play: The ſame is to be ſaid of the Fourth 
Book of Virgils eAintide. my 
To conchide this Point, it muſt be granted that 
Love in its Nature, muſt inſpire Noble and more 
Auguſt Thoughts or Sentiments, than Grief or. 
Terror. For the Soul is more dilated, and exerts 
ts nobleft Faculties more in Love, than in Sor- 
'0w or Fear z which both contrat the Soul and 
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its Operations. © Love puſhes a Generous Mind , 
on to Great Afions, to render it ſelf more wy 
grecable and taking to the ObjeCt of his Deſires 
than other” Whereas Grief and Fear are Op. 


poſites to all that's Great and Noble. All the 


Steps to Love are Great, and much a-kin to 


that Glory Rapin will have the only Objett of an 


Hero's Paſſion ; for Admiration is the firſt Ilu- 
ſtrious Step by which''a Man- mounts 'to Love: 

Ando acquire Admiration, a Man muſt perform: 
ſomething extraordinary: Fortis not the Beay- 
ty or Manly Fabrick of the Body, that are ſup- 
pos'd capable alone of making that Impreſſion 
on an Heroine, (for ſuch muſt the Miſtreſs of 4 
Hero be) 'tis his AQts that render him Admira- 
ble and Charming in her Eye. * And indeed, 

common Experience-will convince us, that a Per- 


ſon of Quality that has Signaliz?d- himſelf by 
any Noble Deeds, ſhall gain the Fair much eaſier 
than a Son of the Earth unknown to Fame, 'and 


| yet not born to Reputation. Love therefore, 


being the Spur to Noble Aftions, cannot but 
inſpire Noble Thoughts or Sentiments, - and No- 
ble Thoughts being agreeable to the Majeſty of 


Tragedy, Love in reſpect of the' Sentiments it 


inſpires, cannot, derogate from that Majeſty; 


which is the Second © Proof I propos?d'in De- 


fence of the Nobleneſs of this Paſſion. From 
whence I ſhall paſs tothe Third and- Fourth, 
which have an immediate Dependanice' on theſe, | 
and are pretty well 'deared, by ''what- I have 
produc'd toward the wr: end of this Second 


Particular. In 
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In the next Place, Love is either oppoſite, or 
agreeable to the Majeſty of Tragedy , by its 
Efetts, or Attions that depend, upon it. | 16 the 


| Nobleſt Actions, and the moſt: Tragical Events 


be agreeable to the Majeſty: of 'Tragedy,' the 
Effefts of Loveiare. Witneſs, the Performances 
of the Hero's in ſome of the beſt of: our Modern 
Plays; and. the Caraſtrophe's 'of: many that :des 
pend on the Effe&ts of Love, as that of the! in- 
imitable, and.ſo often-mention?d All for Love, &c. 
Belides, ?tis already prov'd, that Love provokes 
to Noble Actions, -in the foregoing Paragraph z 
and Noble AQcioffs are properly dignify?d - for 
Tragedy ; therefore the Aftions that depend /on 
Love, are: not . derogatory! to.:the Majeſty :of 
Tragedy. Nor do the other 'Eftes.of it affor@ 
a Jeſs Noble Subje&t for the Poet;'.:the: many: 
Paſſions that depend on them, the Jealouſies, the 
Revenge, the Anger, the Conteſts, of | Deſire, 
of Hope and Deſpair, . &c. give.'\unexpreſlible 
Beauty to any Poem: Theres nothing ſo fine 
and moving , as the curious touching - of 'tha 
Pallions, for thoſe are the Engines that are :to 


work the Effeft of Tragedy, 1n /producing Ter- 


ror and Compaſſion,” : The Diſtractions and 'Diſ- 


| aſters -of thoſe who are Sacrific'd by Love, are 


of a more general concern than thoſe that are 


made miſerable by Ambition, or other Villainies; 
And. this brings -us to the Laſt Teſt that isto try: 


whether Love be ſuch an Enemy to: the Majeſty 
of: 7agedy, viz. The Influence it has on the Life of 
Mankind, And here-l believe Rapin places the 
2 M 2 _ chief 
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chief DiſtinRtion betwixt Majeſty, and the Lighe. 
meſs of Lowe. | For he ſuppoſes the Influerice Love 
has 6h Mankind, is of that light Nature, that 
it can produce ndthing but ſoft whining "abou: : 
trifling: Kindntſfes ;, Whereas Ambition, which is 
a a of Glory, furniſhes the Poet with Inci. 

dents 4s well as | Thoughts, that are Noble and | 
Surprizingz which, with the Anguſtneſs of ex. | 
_ preſſion, compoſe what he underſtarids by Ma: 
jeſty. But tivevident. from what has been ſaid, 
amd Experience, that there are as maſy Noble 
AQ@tons, as many extraordinary Events, and as 
many Turprizing Thoughts, the Effects of Love 
of:Woman, /as of the Love of Glory, both which 
are the Ingredients that Yirgil and Homer, and 
the 'other Great Poets of [Antiquity compos' 
their Hero's of. Achilles had his PBriſeis, his 
Polixens, &c. Pyrrims his Hermione, Flercalts 
his 'Orphute, Mepara, Deianira, &c. Ajax tis 
Tetiefſa, Telamon his Heſione, Heftor his An: 
aromache, «Anens 'his Creuſa, Dido and Lavin, 
Ard tone of the Hero's Race wonnded the God- 
deſsof Love but\Diomedes. So Heroical a Paſſion 
is the Love of Woman, 'that I miſt think it as 
_Majeſtical, as that 'of Ambition and Glory. The 
Enve of Paris gave Homer the 'Ground of his 
Poem, viz. the Trojan .War, founded on the 
Rape of Helena, by her Trojan Admirerz which 
ſhews that the Infliience it has on Mankind, it 
- very great, when it was ſo powerfull to prevail 
with the Trojans to keep #Htlena for the Love 


Paris bore her, at the Expence 'of their rey 
an 
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nd Safety. And Dr. Burvct in his Anſwer vo 
- B 7aillas, obſerves very truely againſt that Hiſto- 
e Ef rjan, that Intereſt or Ambition,” gre not the anhy 
it & Motives of the Attions of Mankiad, there is much 
Nt'l to be attributed to the Paſſions, and of them, 
FF none more Vialent and Sovereign, than this of 
- & Love. - Fragedy therefore wou'd nat be a -per- 
6 fet Image of Humane Life, if it left fa confidera- 
: ble a Share of it untauch*d, as Love Commands 
, 
le 


or Influences. | 

Having thus prov'd (as I think at leaft) that 
Love does not degrade the Majeſty of Tragedy, 

% ' and that it therefore ought not, for . that, 
”* } to be diſcarded by our Fragic Poets, I ſhall 
bf now prove by the' very end aad defign of this 
d Poem, that tis neceflary to be preferv'd 'b 
q them ; and by conſequence, that the Poſlefſii 
IF ofthe Stage the Moderns haye given it, is an 
t Improvement of Tragedy and nota Deroga- 
Is Þ tion. The eng of Tragedy is, as Rapin more than, 
once aſlures us, the rettifying the Paſſions by the 
Paſſions themſelves, in calmivg, by their Emotion, 
Q- the Troubles they wowad excite 4n the Heart. From 
NF hence *tis evident, that unleſs Lave þe taken in, 
? | themoſt predominant and violent of Paſſions; 
Tragedy cannot perfe& its Cure, fince it muſt 
leave the moſt confiderable Diftemper (for fo 
are all the Paſfions that are not regulated by 
Reaſon) without any Remedy. But 1n his 17:6, - 
particular Refleftion , where he mentions -the 
md of Tragedy, he ſeems to contradi& him- 
elf, when he firſt ſays, Pride and Hardneſs of 
Fel M 3 Hearty 


(4669 


Heart; were /the- moſt important . Faults (not 
moſt important to be cur*d if not general, by © 
-public a Cure) to be regulated, and yer a little 
/after he tells,us, that Mans naturally timorons 
.and compaſſionate : : Now he that is naturally 
:compaſſionate;,-ican never be accugd of Hard. 
neſs of Heart, with any Shew 'of Reaſon and 
- Juſtice. But ſomething muſt be ſaid to reduce 
the end of -Tragedy to their Notions ; whereas 
"tis indeed the regulating all the moſt important 
"Paſſions and Vices: of: Mankind , which contri- 
bute to the Diſturbance -of his Peace and Hap. 
pineſs , and. obſtru&t his -Progreſs in Vertue, 
Now. it muſt be-granted- that Love, as wel 
as other Paſſions, when it - has paſt the Boun- 
daries. of Reaſon, - becomes deſtruftive to our 
Happineſs. and Vertue, and 'ought therefore a; 
-much to be-Purg'd as Fear or Pity. . In ſhort, 


if- the:chief Aim of Tragedy be the moving of 


Jerror and Compaſſion, *tis evident, Love is ex: 
tremely conducive to that end, and therefor: 
pat ill-made nſe of by. our Poets. 

--\Fhe next Objection that is made againſt Love 
in; our Tragedy, 'is, that it diſcovers a Weak- 
neſs. of Gemus,, For Rapin tells us: that it dif- 
coyers a Weakneſs:of Genius not. to be ablet6 
{uſtain an Action 'on' the Theatre, with mo- 
ving Terror and Pity only. But he here ſup- 
poſes that Loye does not contribute to the ſame 


end, as I have made evident already. - He mult 


be extremely out of Humor with the, Moderns, 


| elle he wow?d :never make this; an - Objection, b 
gain 


ec 
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gainſt their Strength of Genius , which -is:an 


Argument of 'their' Judgment ; for they: evi- 
dently faw by the Performances of the Greri- 
ans, that Terror and Pity, could not be moy?d 
always by the” barren Repetition. of the ſame 


Method to it: And 1t were to be wiſhd that 
| Sophocles and Euripides had been ſenſible of this, 


they wow'd then never have faiPd in keeping 
up the Dignity and .Majeſty of: the Theatre, as 
they have in ſome of thoſe few Plays we have 
of theirs. For we find a great Sterility in ſome 


of thoſe Seven Plays of Sophocles, as to the Deſign 


and End of Tragedy, as well as Noble Thoughts. 
What Terror.or -Pity can Philottetes' move, 'or 
where are the Great -and* Noble Thoughts to 
ſupport it ? Where 1s the Majeſty of Ocaipus 
Coloneus, which Rapin himſelf grants to be low and 
degenerate? Nor can I diſcover the mighty Pity 
and. Terror that can be mov?*d by the bringing in 


' 2 Madman on the Stage, and a company of dead 
| Sheep about him. Ym fure *rwowd make an Audi- 
ence here laugh. Nay, I muſt declare (nor am 


I troubPd at what Uſe the Critics will make of 
It) I think his Maſter-piece out-done by Mr. 
Dryden in his. All for Love, both in the Intrigue 
and Diſcovery; which are built on an abundant- 
ly more probable Foundation; and not-one jot 
leſs ſurprizing and fine. Nor will 1 yield that 
the Thought and Expreſſion of Sophecles at all 
excell our Engh(h, TY 
The laſt ObjeCtion Rapin conjures up againſt 
Love, is, That it is oppoſite to the Reformation of the 
I M4. Stage, 
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Ftagt. I can diicover no ſuch matter in any or 
at. Jeaſt in the beſt of our Engliſh Tragedies; 
and by Cornen's Diſcourſe on his Tbeodera, we hnd 
the French Theatre 'more Chaſt than the Pulpit, 
Nor can I diſcover any thing in ours that comes 
ſhort of that Purity that becomes Ladies of the 
ſevereſt Honour to hear: I cannot ſay that for 
the Comedy of our Stage, whictas to Tragedy | 
think needs no. Reformation. HEB 
'' To paſs therefore from the Objections againſt 
Love, to the prejudicial Effefts, our Plays owe 
to it ; I find them tooin Number; 1. Thar it 
hinders thoſe admirable Impreſtions thoſe of the 
Ancients made on their Audience. 2. That it cau- 
fes the decay of a Tragedy*s Reputation, in a 
Year or two. | 

' The firſt he builds on a Fallacy, viz. The 
wonderful Impreſſions the Perſeus and Andre. 
meda of Euripides had on the Abderizes, This 
is not. to be attributed to the Excellence either 
of the Poet or the People, who were ſo groſs 
to think Democritus Mad, when in the moſt rea- 
ſonable Employment of his Studies, the DiſleQi- 
on of Animals : Beſides, the true cauſe-of this 
Succeſs of theſe Poems, is not to be granted to 
the Excellence of the Poet, but the Diſtemper 
the People of that City were Infected with 
at thattime, being all Poctically Mad. As a Wit: 
neſs of the truth of this, hear the Account Cel, 
lib. 3. Cap. 4. (as 1 find it Quoted) gives of 


The 


 Lyſimachus, were /nfeted with a new and ſtrange 
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?Ths reported, that tbe Abderites in the time of 


kind of Diflemper, tbe progreſs of which was in this 
manner: Firſt of all, an extream wiolent burning 
Fever ſeiz'd them, end 1ag*4 through the mbole 
Tomn ; on the Seventh day, the Blood m great abun- 
dance,bur ff out at their Noſes; and favie of them were 
affected with violent Smeatings after mbich the Fever 
ended ;, but ſtill a very ridiculous Diſtemper poſſeſd. 
allthetr ina's,tbey all ran Mad afterTragedies thun- 
aring the ambics about as loud as they could poſſi- 
bly bawl, but what they chiefly Sung, was the Andro- 
meda of Euripides, and the Words of Perſeus. 
This firange and uncommon Madneſs diffus'd in ſelf 
very far, till the Winger and the fevere Cold com- 
ng 01, put art end to this Emil. | 
Thus he: --—- And can there be any thing 
more unfair, and abſurd, than this condemning 
our Plays, for not making ſuch Impreſſions on 
the Audience as the Andromeda of Euripides did 
on the Abaerites, who were Diſtrafted with a 
Fever, that made them Raviſh'd with. any Poe- 
try ; for we find, that it was not the Andromeda. 
.6Þ Euripides only, but chiefly That they Reci- 
ted. 3 Bog 
But were it true, that theſe Plays of the Anci- 
ents made theſe wondrous Impreſſions on People 
in their Wits, Pm ſure it is not our Poets fault, 
that ours are leſs Efficacious ; the Paſſions can- 
not be more finely touch*d than in Ml for Love, 


and ſeveral other Plays of Mr. Dryden, Mr. 


Orway, &c, We muſt therefore attribute it ts 
Ebe3o Po TH another 
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another Canſe. The Audience; at leaſt the Va- 
jor-part of it, was compos'd of 'People not ac- 
quainted with. the diſmal  Cataſtrophe*s of Prin- 
ces, which Hiſtory now ſo abundantly furniſhes 
us with,-and ſo the uncommon Miſeries of Prin- 
Ces 'on their Stage, influenc'd them ; as I have 
ſeen a Ballad of ſome Tragical Story, without 
any Poetry init, draw Tears from ſome of the 
Female Mobb, and make the Male ſhake their 
Heads, and go very ſorrowfully away. But our 
Audience that js generally 'compogd of the bet- 
ter ſort, are:not-ſo eaſily mov'd with theſe 
Events, they being made familiar to %m by 
Hiſtory and. Obſervation ; with theſe the nice 

touching of the Paſſions cliefly move; and I my 
_ felf,, dull asI am, have often experienced thoſe 
effets in me, for which the Critics boaſt ſo 
much of the power of the Ancient Poets. 

The other Effe& 1s Ridiculous, viz, That it 
cauſes the decay of a Tradegy's Reputaticn in 
2 Year or two, I know not indeed how far 
this may hold good againſt the French Poets; 
but Pm very. ſure tis: evidently falſe as to our 
Plays. Witneſs all Mr. Dryaens; the Orphan , 
and Venice Preſerv'd, of Mr. Orway ; Alfcander 
and Others, of Mr. Lee's; which are {till in 
Eſteem, after ſeveral Years, and ny day en- 
creaſing their Reputation. £14 

Finally, Since ithe Motives that are ung'd as 
the. cauſe of this Innovation, are either fallly 
pretended. or ſnfficient to: Jufttfie 1t ; ſince the 
ObjeCtions : are inyalid, and the Effects not to 
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Defective as our Adverſaries wow'd have them: 
We muſt conclude, that Love 1s an Improve- 
ment of the Old Dramma, and ought thereforg:to 
be Continu?d. 
. I defireyowil excuſe the length of my Letter, 
and hereafter confirm what my Arguments have 
_ aim at, both by your Praftice and better. of 
your own; ſince you have both more leiſureand 
better Penetration and Judgmeat, to ſecure fo 
Noble a Caule againſt the Figid Oppoſers of it. 
Woman is a glorious part of the Creation, 
therefore I wou'd willingly ſee the Love of them 
Eſtabliſh'd on as Noble a Foundation, as: the 
Love of Glory, in the opinions of Men, which 
in Reality is ſo far more Excellent and Happy. 
2Tis a Cauſe indeed, that deſerves a greater 
— Champion than my "calf: and, I hope;> <bwill 


\ find onein you. 
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'To my Hopour® d Tapenions and Learn. 


ed Friend, Dr. Midgelp, aboar 
SLE E P and its Medicinal Pro: 
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| LL your Fe Nature, your readineſs toſerve 
' your Friend, as my felf have experienc'd 
your Learning, Ingenuity, and the other Quali- 
tics _ juſtly render you dear to all that know 
Jou,. 


;, 
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you, will not atone for one great Fault you are 
guilty of. That faulr indeed is an exceſs of an 
uneommon- Vertue 3 yet fince an enemy to your 
own Good, 1t mult be condemn d by thoſe that 
Ttove you : Your 4dvdeſty I mean; for by this you 
keep your {tif ro@ much Unknown. This hinders 
you from puſhing forward in the World, whilſt 
Men of abundantly leſs Parts, both Acquir'd and 
Natural, Shavlder one - another for Prehemi- 
nence. Your Modeſty, DoCtor, does an Injury to 
the Public, as wel} as to. your ſelf, in robbin 
both of' the Advantages to. be deriv*d to an 
from each other. | 

My felf not long ago, plaid the Phyſician 
with Succeſs, tho I am yer to ſeek in the cauſe 
of it : One-complaining of fome approaches of 
an. Agye, and Feveriſh Symptoms, I gave him 
ſomething that could have none or very little 
influence in his Cure ; a little Chalk ſcrap?d very 
fine to take in a Glaſs of Ale, and bid him Sleep 
_ after it, and this perfefted the Cure. I am apt 
to believe the Sleep that he gat, ( for he {lept 
hartily all that Nightand part of the next Morn- 
ing ) was the chief Remedy; the grounds 
of my Opinion Fl} here give you. | 

Sleep, according to Galen, is nothing elſe but 
the Quiet or Reſt of the Animal Faculiies. This 
- Definition is taken from the Efetts. Ariſtotle 
terms it, the Impotence of the Senſes, with a great 
deal of Reaſon, which his Igterpreters rightly 
obſerve, is not 2 deſtryftion and laſs of the Sen- 
fes, but a difficult and clog'd Senſe ; For, a = 
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that 1s a Sleep, 1s not without his Senſes, tho 
they are with ſome difficulty afiefted : The de- 
fect of Perception in the Stnies of a {ſleeping Man, 
is attributed to their Impotence and the forte of 
Sleep, by which all the Senſes and Animal AQti- 
ons are lockd or hound up. But Galen wn the 
| above quoted Definition, does juſtly term Sleep, 
the Reſt 'or Repole of the Anil - AQtions, be- 
cadſe both the /a!l, as the: Pul/es and the Brearhs 
ing, and the Natural Ations, ab the Concoltion ff 
the Ventricle, which are very well cohtinu'd-4n 
Sleep, do not Ceaſe, but are theh more juſtly 
| perforin'd. As for. Example; The motien or. 
beating of the Heart 4s thought to be firohget. 
Sleeping than Waking. 0 503 COIN | 
But as for the Adatrer of Sleep, 1 find it thus ih 
a Modern Author Defin*d, Sorts off vapor wth 
dam bemignns Sangtims, Sptritns, & bumiaieant 
Arterie, qui per wveiras \jugulares, '& 'per - antes 
rias cartidas fertur ad cerebrim @ ſehſum commu- 
nem wincit, Sleep 4s a certhin{riendly Vapent af. 
the Blood, the Spirit, ak the move humid Artery, 
which is convey'd by the jugular Veins and \Carottd 
Arteries to the Brdih,\and make the Senſurn 'coniu- 
nem. This muſt be confeſs'd to be forte de- 
ſcription or 2cconnt 'of Sleep. There are there- 


fore. three requilites td a gent 'and compeſed - 
Sleep ; a temperate Brain, a friendly Moifkure,and 
a quiet Mind: for many tbo? they fleep-in-allap- 
pearance, yet. are diſturb? d in their -Minds, as 
is evident from the Example of Dido, when in 
Love with neas. 


Phaniſſa- 
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in th eniſſe nec unquam 
. © Solvitur i in ſomnos oculis, nec peftore Notte 
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But ſhe was quite Reſtleſs, and without Sleep. 


As to the efficient Cauſe of Sleep, I think it 
the Brain, which is the firſt Senſory, tho Ari- 
Fotle: makes the Heart ſo. Whence I believe, 
proceeded our- common Saying” when we are 
very much diſpoſed' to Sleep, that cur :.Heart”s 
a Sleep. ?Tis therefore the Refrigeration or 
Cooling. of the Brain tnat cauſes Sleep, as the 
Calefaftion, or Warming of this firſt Senſific, is 


the ''cauſe of our Awaking, and keeping Awake. 


The former Author- tells us Sommnus fit cum 
ſeſe (quamvis non quieſcat ) relaxat primum Senſifi- 
cum, quo Spirits animales reaintegrentur. Hoc au- 
Hem evenit \ blandioribus vaporibus ſublatis Sanguine 
ac ſuavi pituita in cerebrum : Quibus refrigeratis, & 
in roſcidum madorem coattis, nervorum meatus ob- 
linuntur & quaſi obligantur. 

The chief en4 therefore of Sleep is, the reſto- 
ring of the animal Spirits ; and that the Attions of 


the whole Animal acquire new Strength, and be- 


gin afreſh : As tis in Ovid. 


--Quod caret alverna requie, daradih 101 ef 
© Hoe reparat we feſſag, menVre leva, 
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But beſides this primary and chiefentd or effe&t 
of Sleep, there are others, as that the Coon of 
the YVenricle may be the better effected, and the 
Diſtempers and their Symptorhs mitigated - For 
Sleep ' better concotts. our Nouriſhment, miti- 
gates the Matter of. Diſtempers, and leſſens all 
Symptoms. | This . is- the reaſon that Children 
are often Cur'd of very great Sickneſles by Sleep 
alone. 

But not t enter into a Diſcourſe Pm {o very 
il-qualifd for as this, Pll paſs: to a more plea- 
fin and” eaſfic Task ; l mean, the Religious uſe 
the Ancients made of. Sleep, and the manner of 
Curing Diſtempers of the Prieſts of «/£/culapives or 
Priapus, heretofore; to whom whilſt they flept 
in their Chappels, thoſe Medicinal Gods, diſ- 
clo#2d their Remedies for the Diſtemper'd that 
ſought their help, and Advice to' thoſe who: 
ſought their Counſel. Thus Quartilla in. Petro. 
mus Arbiter tells Encolpius and  Feyltos, that ſhe: 
had ſonght Help of the God Priapas in her Sleep; 
for her Ague, and Encolpius Comforts her in theſe 
words a little after;when ſhe deſit?d they ſhou'd 
not divulge the Secrets of the Rites 'of Priapus, 
which they had ſeen : Nam neg; ( ſays he ) ſacra. 
quenquam evulgatitrum, & ſi quod preterea aliud 
Remedium ad Tertianam Deus 4 monſtraſſet., 
adjuturos nos. Divinam , providentiam, vel periculo 
moſtro. That none of *m wowd divulge the 
Rites-'of her God; but on the contrary, wou'd 
at: the expence' of their. own-hazard endeavour 
toi aſſiſt his divine Providence, "if 'he-ſhou'd 're- 
veal 
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veal any other Remedy for the cure of her 
Ague. And Sectors 1n the Life of Feſpaſian, 
fays, Oranits opem Yalitudine demonſlratam a Sera. 
| Pife- per gnietem teftitmturum vemos, {i inſpuiſſer, 
This was a Common thing it Agtiquity to take 
the Reſpmſn, or Anſwers of the Gods by Dreams, 
for Ile incoavat Foul, fignifies, He ſleeps in the Ca- 
pirol, to receive the Oracles or Anſwers of that 
God. Thus the Sick ns'd ro ſleep in the Temple 
of v/A/culapius, to receive Reinedies 1n their Sleep 
trojm him. There was a famous and celebrated 
Temple of »A45/culapins in Eptdanrus, to which 


the Sick usd to go on Pilgrimage from ſeveral 


Places. Extraordinary Examples of this kind 
of Cures one of your Profeſſion ( which has 
yielded the World abundance of Learned, Inge» 
moons arid Witty Men } produces the firſt Chap. 


and firſt Book De arte Gymnaſitca ; 1 mean, 


Fltero:, Meronralss, He will have it that Hippo- 


orates form?d his Body of Medicine from Theſe 
Nedturnal Revelations of the Gods; that is from 
the Tables that were hung up'in-the Temples, 


with-an acconfit of them. An totam ( ſays he ) 
HMedictr.a partem, tre ai ſanos & vittus rationem 


pertiner , ex tabtllulis, alniſq; aonarus Aſculapil 


Templo dicatss. Hippocraves conflaverit ? An. vero 


rotham-# ourandis Morbis verſamem Clineoem wvocas 


Many -quemadmodnm Varro, Strabo, atq; Plinius, 


ertdliarfſe widentur, mil plane compertum non. eft : 


Iiff quod forit 10s tiberatos Motrbis 'in Templo ejus 
Dei, quod auxiliatum efſet ſeriberet, Tſq, umpri- 
mis illts teniporibusuſq;, ad Antonini'Tmperatoris 4te- 
es rem, 
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tex, nor modo in Grecia, verum etiam in [Italia pers 
UYnravit, Uti .pra' ceteris, ex Tabella Marmorta 


Rome #7 Eſculapii Templo i in Tnſula Tiberina in- 
venta, & uſq;, in hunc diem apud Maphzos confer- 


vard, intelligere licet, in qua Grece hec leguntur. 
1 am not certain ( fays he ) whether Hippocrates 
Compss'd all that part of the Medicinal Art, which 
relates 10 the ordering of both Health. aud Diet, out 
of the little Conſecrated Tablets and other G ifts 172 
the Temple of Eſculapius,. or. only. that .pore.gf the 
i Curing of Diſtempers which 15 nominated Clinick, as 
Yarro, Strabo and Pliny ſeem. to have thought: 
| But that was '4'C How for | thei-Sick to trite. ip 
the” Temple of that God the Remedy;that had Card 
them ; which Cuſtom continued t0'\ the time of Aytor 
ninus, not only in Greece, but alſo" in Ttaly, as we 
tnay above all others underſtand from the Marble 
Table found in the Templet of Eſculapins i» Rome, 
in the Tiberine Iſland, and. preſervtd till this day 
» the Maphen, in which thi that t follows is ſr 
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that was Blind, that he ſhould conie to the Sacred 
Altar, and kyeel down ; _ then come {rom the 
Right 'fode tothe | Left, end put. fiat. Fingers on the 
ar, and lift ut p his 0 uf ut it on his own 
_ And bf OY. in the Preſence 0 . the 
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:People,; who Congratulated bim,.-.and . ; ejoicd, that 
fuch-great Miracles ' were perforn”d under our Em- 
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4 Eh Cocks. and mixing -t with Honey, com | 


oſt 4 Meer FE 'bis. as ” ,wear, it for three 
Oo thr 371A be Jaw, ana came and Publicly 
return'd banks to the God. $6 

and 1 gueſs ( continues Merchriatis) *by theſe 


| Verſes of Tibulus, that the ſame usd to be done 
in the FORO of If [A —- ; 


Nunc dence Qtearre mils 5 jam poſſe medert, 
Piet docet Templis multa.. Tabell ts. 


hr may na more of this kind in Joſeph Scal- 
zger, IN his Inaicibus Inſcriptionum antiquarum, 4 
-Grautero -Collelkarum.. And indecd this ſeems. to 
be ſomething of the Praftice of the Jews, to nike 
Divine Oracles oo 846) Alept, (gx Temple: For 
thus 1 find it tn the 2d-Ch ofithe Firſt Book 
of Samuel, ver. 3. Samuel ſlept 4n the Temple of 
the-Dord, 'whire the Arh, of of God was. 4. Then the 
Hordical'd wt: and he.- los 94, by 
offere hb at, 6; 9889; £Þ bes 1 Geor X 
mot: that 'this | Cyon-ot;flegpingan Jemplesor 
Gimrches, cis ſtilLgontinagd: {ml ;.tor he. ys 
thawobfervs ; at Page f,, Y OMB eg J Fe] loyvs 
ane-4aaſles, 40,i61i-bhe Chaghopt - <ocoqry 
;D1iereentain;Night. to 2ſt fi 
ns "© own P tink; Si baxing 
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another ; ; wy my i It Agk Sknowledam t _ 
Emperic Exploit; from thence to Ha Medici- 


*%7J N 2 nal 


"val Power of Glee, and thence to its Religions 
.Uſe: So that if I wow'd not have'you Sleep too 


in ſpight of the Variety, I muſt conclude here as 
Na ehaia that lam, | 


$ I R, 
-, Tour extreamly Oliged 


Friend ang Humble $ ervain, 


Char. Gildon, 


th LUCINDa. 


. May the. T0: ? 


Tr: Rectived Te this ediigg: whichihasput 
me ſo much out of Humour, that it ought to 
© be no wotider if I write in a Stile different. from 
my former. T teld you in'mine, the Judgment 
©"'of the Meti'of Senſe, "of yaur Beloved Aebenian. 
\'Fhave the Hotieur to know! ſome of the greateſt Þ ,, 
| Wits, and beſt Judges of Senſe and Learning; te 
: who' unaninouſly agree in as' contemptible an V 
" Opinion of them, as'they expreſs of their Ad-J 2 
' rerfaries at all Times. THT .tIy 
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..'But: after all, Madam, 1 ſhall be very little 
concern'd if you put the worſt Conſtrnaion 
you can upon my Demeanour in this Buiineſs, 
ſince *tis pardonable in me, who, you know. 
own'd my {elf for a little neceſſary Diſſimulation, 
till you made. me a Convert. to univerſal Since- 
rity, which Þ ll always preſerve-for the future. 
| But I never pretended my Life exempt from 
; Faults or Follies — No, on the contrary, I con- 
feſs I have been more guilty of doth, than moſt; 
| 3nd among that Number, | reckon this and ſome 
other fooliſh Trifles that ſhall be Nameleſs: 
But I deſign to ſet a ſtrifter Guard on my Words 
and Aftions for the future, and not let any 
Bye Reſpect betray me to. ſay or do any thing 
| may repent of without the Power of retrie- 
ving. This Change I partly owe to ſome In- 
- conveniences I have drawn on my ſelf by In- 
F conſideration; tho I own to you, even now, 
that I chiefly owe it to your well-acted Since- 
rity. You drew I confeſs, Madam, the aimable 
Picture of a fine Women ( I wrong the Noble 
Idea you gave me of your ſelf, by giving it the 
Title of Woman) And oh! that the Lovely 
Piece had charn?d your Heart as it did mine; , 
it won me ſo entirely, that I hope I ſhall ne- 
'yer att contrary any more to the divine Ver- 
-tyue of Sincerity ; from which, Madam, I muſt 
tell you, with a great deal of Diſtraction, - that 
you extreamly deviate, who could in your laft 
aſlure me, that you made no Enquiry about me, 
hen to my certain Knowledge, you could not. 
N 3 know 
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know me to be the Author of that Book: but'by 

a. very nice Enquiry. Wornan'indeed, was! f 
well knowti t6' me, that *twas my Fable tobe 
ſo _monſtrouſly impos'd on, as to' believe there 
could be any one of the Sex quakfied with's 
Yertue ſo oppoſite to a Woman's Nature as Sin- 
cetity. That” indeed, was the+golden Work, 
the Chymiſtry of my "Converſation has been ſo 
long in Chaſe of; and oh! you made me fond- 
Iy believe Pd fotind the mighty Treafore in 
you . becauſe you; glitter'd ; But” alas! the” gol- 
den Fantom vaniſtd like thoſe delyding Hopes, 
atid'l find a Woman of Wit. ard Scſe exalted 

with Sincerity, 15 as meer a Fancy 55 the Philoſo- 
 pher*s Stone. That was the beauty that chain'd 
my. Sonl to Mirttlla, and made me: valve her a- 
bove all Sublunary Goods; that made 'me- Tight 
for the. Enjoyment of her Converſation; but 
row the gay* Viſions paſt, and you have wak'd 
me to find you a very, very Woman. + - 

"I have been too tedious on this Paragraph of 
your Letter to give a Preciſe Anſwer to the reſt, 
I, ſhall reſerve that till another Time, and only 
now.tell you, Firſt, That you do me but Ju- 
ſtice to think no worſe of me for the Declara- 
tion, of a Truth, you deſired to know, with all 
the $incerity in Nature; for Madam, I imuft 
always own 'twas ſuch a Veneration I had for 
You, that I cou?d not but be free and ſincere with 
you. Next, ' That Liberty like Religion is 4 
Ward of a double Meaning, and equally perni- 
cſpiis FP Humah Kind. rake me not, Madam 

, I mean 


Mirtilla, in- 
my Convert; 1s your pretended: Sincerity' nidde 


Happineſs to' 
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1 mean as to the villainous Uſe that has always 


been made of both ; not as to true and reabReli- 


jon and Liberty, which Pm for as mpch as a 
A d'am fo good a Patriot,” that Pd rather 
tortur'd an Age for the leaſt\good of my Coe 
try, than do the leaſt Aion againſt the real 
Intereſt of it. Laſtly, That tho it wou'd yet 
= xtreamly T8 to be Cap to Ea 


to 


Lk EDIT £6 


Lint deſire to FN line! I have he ach 


Ardor req Ss d, that' is, the Converſation "6f 
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; '4 Short View of Old Rome, in z 
- Letter © URANIA 
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TEver wonder at Ovid's Trouble for being 
. V Baniſhd from Old Rome, ſince we find 
that St. Avgyſtine made it One of his Three 
. Wiſhes, to have ſeen it in all its Glory ; as it 
was when Ovid lived. Pll give you but an im- 
perfect View. of it, as I can collec it'from Pliny, 
and yowll confeſs it raifes-in yoy a moſt Mag- 
-Nificent Idea; what muſt then the Noble Remains 
.That were in St.. Auſtin's Time give him ? 

Ill beginwith the Grard Circo built by Fulins 
Ceſar, a Work not of Ages, but of a few Years 
(for he Reign'd but five, reckoning from his 
firſt coming to Rome after his paſſing the Rubi- 
con.) It was Three Furlongs 1a Length, and one 
in Breadth ; ſurrounded with Magnificent Buil- 
dings, -able to contain: two Handred and *ixty 
Thonſand SpeCtators.. The- Palace of Paulus, 
all adorned with Phrygjaz Columns. The Tem- 
ple of Peace built by . Yeſpeſian with all the 
| Beauty, Art,and Expence could beſtow. The Par- 
theon built by Agrippa, to Fove the Avenger, when 
Valerius Oſtienſis a famous ArchiteCt, had cove- 
red that Theatre in which Zibo exhibited Shews 
and Plays to the People of Rome. Can we ad-_ 
' Mire the Expences of the barbarous Kings, in 
the raiſing the Pyramids, when the very Nr 
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for the Building'the Forum Goft Cſar the OF 
Rator in thoſe Days, ab6ve"Ten Thouſant 
. Seſtertii ; and if the Expence and dear of 
things be of any Force. * Publins :Clodius: who 
was killed by 24, lived in i Honſe that: "colt 
1484 Seſtertii, which ſeems "to me to fall it 
lictte ſhbrt of the Extragance' of 'Kings in- ther 
Palaces; bat in_ thoſe Days the Romans were 
Admirers of any great Works however Iefs 
beautiful, as the Vaſtneſs bx the Ramparts*6f 
the C apizol, with -its prodigious Foundatidns. 
I cannot omit the very ſubterraneal Magnifi- 
cence of this City, even in the wondrous Con- 
' veyances of the Common-Shoars, ſo Spacious, 
that one might have SaiPd* nnder a Pendulous 
City, throught Rocks, which have been Penetra- 
ted to let in ſeven Civulets, which flow?d inwith 
2 rapid Courſe like a Torrent, to carry away 
all before them ; which being increa'd and agi- 
_ tated by the Rains from above, beat and dafht 
- againſt the ſiges with great Yehemency : Sonie- 
times the River Tyber ran back into-thefe Chan= 
nels, where, tho? he ſeveral*Streams at theit 
meeting fought ad made 's great deal of do, 
yer the firmneſs of the Pile and Buildings, refi- 
Hed | its unruly Force. Thefe admirable Arches 
out braved Ages, Earthquakes and Ruins, from 
the time of 7arquinius Priſcus, to the DeſtruQtion 
of Rome; for that King it was that Buile-them; 
who when he undertook to perform a Work of 
that difficulty both for -Length and Danger; by 
the'Hands of the Roman People, put to Death all 


- thoſe 


that fled fr 


pr t,the Unders 
3 fqr the | 


's of which, 


mans end Cups: Catulus were Conſuls, there 
was no Nobler. Structure in Rome than the Houſe 
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of Lezidus himſelf; but. within, Thirty five Years 
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after, that was not the hundredth part as big as 
innamerable Palaces that werethen Raz?d. Harcys 
Scarrur, when | he was e£aile,. with; his private 
Wealzh and Abilitics perforgy a. Work beyond 
all:that ever} was. made by any, before, dehen'd 
not. for time, but Eternity ; and. this, was a The 
arty: ia which were a _tripple ordx, of Scene 


? 
+. # 


* 
* 


my 


to" the height: of 5 Three hddebd and- ſixty C95 
lomns.\ the fower part was of \Marble, the middle 
df Glaſs: (-ftrange, kind of kuxury}.). and: the 
uppermoſt were” A Adele Golden Tablets; 
the'Brafs Starges betwixt theſe:Piilats, were in 
in'numbher Three thouſand; and. the: Pitt. is. ſo 
_ capable- of Holding Fourſcore : thauſand 
ftators.' To'this I may adda greater Prodigy, 
eted by:Cuias' Enrio, who: follow?d the\part 
of 'Falius Ceſar i'y the Civil War; for when-at 
the Funeral -of this Father he: ſay be cou'd mot 
futpaſs Sewn ih Pomp, Wealth; Beauty, and 
Noblenefs of the'.Strufture; Magnificence: of the 
Furniture and" Decorations, . reſolved to rs 
him in Ingenvity': ! herefore he caus'd two maſt 
ſpacious Theatres of Wood: to'be made near to 
one another," and hung them.on a'Verſatile Bas 
lance or Hinge; fſo'in the Morning when- the 
Plays were 'per for my'd, they were Back to. Back; 
(as I may ſay) bat in the Evening afcer all the 
People were in them, they were whirPd about 
on their Hinges, the Scenes'of both deſcending 
as they met together, and Compos'd in _a' Mos 
ment an Amphitheatre, in which-1mmediately 
_ were preſented the .Fights of © the Gladiators, 
What can we moſt admire in this, the lavention; 
or the Inyentor ? The Artificer, -or Deſigner? 
Him that durſt 1 imagin ſuch. a bold Effort;:or 
him! that covld'reduce it to Pradtice ? But. :that | 
_ whichiſeems moſt ſtrange to me;/is, that the Peo- 
ple ſhovld be- fo mad to venture themſelves-info 
FrckNih and uncertain a Seat, Behold, (ſays Pm) 


This 
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This is that People that have Subjugated the whole: 
Earth, which has ſtifPd Kingdoms and Nations, 
and gives Lams to far Countries, a certain Part and 
Portidh of the Immortal Gods, compared to the -reſt: 
of Mankind : Behold them I ſay, ſwinging in a pox- 
derous Machine, and clapping and loudly applanding 
#0'their own Danger. Bebold all the Roman People 
abpard two Veſſels as 4t were, which were only ſepa- 
rated from Deſtruttion by two Hinges that ſupported 
them,' gazing at. the Combates of the Gladiators, 
with Pleaſure, tho they were ſo near Periſhing them- 
ſelves if the Machine FaiPd. ' What might not he 
have:perſwaded the Komar People to, -who cou'd 
ſo eaſily prevail with them to venture into a 
hanging Theatre, as if he intended-to Sacrifice 
the whole Nation, at the Funerals of his Father, 
or at leaſt bid fair for it. Had Caligula pre- 
pared ſuch an Engine, he need: not have been at 
the-expence of- ſo fruitleſs a Wiſh,as that all the 
Romans had. but one Neck, that at one Blow he 
might Diſpatch ?*m. Bur after the Hinges were 
fo worn by Uſe that they wou'd no longer turn, he 
vary?d itand lefr itin the form of an Amphithearre. 
After this, what need I tell you of the Golden 
Palaces of Nero and Caizs, or the Aquadutts of 
the King Qaintus Martins, or thoſe Additions 
which Agrippa made to them when he was «/£aile, 
who” beſides the Reparations of the Old, made 
Seven Hundred Lakes, and an Hundred and Five 
Fountains. Built a Hundred and Thirty Mag- 
nificent Hoſtels, and Adorn'd theſe Buildings with 
Three Hundred Statyes of Braſs and Marble 
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and Four Hundred Marble Pillats, and all this 
in the ſpace of One Year. 'And for the eterngl 
-Fame of his #dileſhip, he gave, Shews. to. the 
' People for [near | Threeſcore - Days , beſidesian 
Hundred and Seventy Bagmo's, \ as a free Gifh; 
which Places were afterward increaſed in;Rowy, 
-to an infinite Number. Byt; the- Aqyedudtys that 
.were begun” by /Julins Ceſar, a finiſh'd;-by 
. Clandius, far forpaſid the former:|- But;if.,we 
-ſhow'd nearly; conſider the abundance of Water 
-that was usd in: public, in Baths, Fiſh-Bands, 
Houſes, *Condnits and Gardens, in the Subur] 
and Pills as'well as City;-the Arches. thay wege 
- built to-convey-it;. the A eh that "x: 
through, the Valleys thatwere-level'd, Wet. 
grant. that there cou?d' be;nothing more Ada 
-rable in the whole World- ;: Next-let me; paſs 
"the Rareties\of/Art, as the-Statzes and 6 pe 
' which were brought to Rome-from abroad ; j "7 
the Thebane Qbeliſc was made and exeCted! hy,h 
;Labour of6: Twenty Thoufand Men : ,T - Ke g 
.: himſelf when-it: was ſer-up;; fearing that.. th 
| Machines you'd not be: of -{ufficient Strength; to 
- fupport the vaſtneſs of the: Weight, without-an 
\extraordinary:Caution of the: Workmen, to make 
them take the more' care. in.ereCting it, .caus'd 
 . hisSon to befaſtr'd toi the-very.top of i it, Thar 
\ their Endeavours for his Safety, ' ſhou'd cc Naue 


.to the happy placing the Stone. The Prodjgi 
took this City; of Thebez,.and came almoſt..to 


. Wonders of this Work made; Cambyſes = 
1 _ Pedeſtal of this Obeliſc with Fire and Sword, 
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t6/comnand-the Flamts to be: extinipuiſd; the 
Ibeng ftrack)with Aſtoniſhmenit at Ip aefullia 
Treg! who had no-Compalſios[f6r the Ciy: its 
FIf--4h Alwrioldrin; Blom Philadelphns fettip 
:6tie bf Eighty Gubits; *which'King 1Ne&abjs hiad 
<Wd9d"to be hewn our-of a Rocks but! it provid 
chit preater” Difficulty. to carry -itto its Place 
Fre! '&Pect it. Some” ſhy Itwas \warried;ch -Ship- 
YA the Famous:/Archite@tSlryats.,: Obhtrs, 
ata /Cltannel was wht front! bejoind thÞ'platc 
{the Obuliſc 1ay,, 'nhderttity*to the River 
and thew Thos very broadÞ:\eſſels joyi!d 
"tether, -and: #6 Ueeply ladetig what they niight 
"Gheithey © ai-tp the Channel; gonder he 
We! Wh. "C4 teaching like'a Bridges from rdac 
bf this Carl tothe other > and being come 
ally tnder-1e;they unloadinguthemy iby:[de- 
4 the Veſltly: "xbſ&vut. of the Water, andfo 
js che.2OBdHfE > from abe-Ground, aud 
vre it B6WiDitits the io Dut if othis 
ountalh there'cis a 'Tradificn, that-Six 
t:of the fine Magnitute;:ahd ahd that: the 
0M ME WorRA/hEd mo Fifcy- Thizon ziven''him 
W2Rtward21Bnt this Obelife was Sb upin Ar- 
' $y chEforertcriticued King, /JinHonoor ofthis 
Vit Ar [fbe; WROWAS ao lisSifterg/land:from 
ithenee PLAN WHeA he hafreke6; inoZgyp!, 
yo ed: ic}/ ths 4uchoa wat vantininuiieldy 
wy Ye a og rg wk ra 
-havine 'ent's Th watets ;t0 ut 
opt oi R oo; wv hich aicrorat dlance- 
Rt Sridibg: 166! Wople fied 11 Dade izare) Ivo 
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"7k re ; af | Ale dndria, in the Portico's of the Teil- 
"le of. Cofer, Fotty Two' Ciibits high; with 
Rive 36 Meſpbees made. "The" chief ty-was 
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= Heaſt: Market, which, was for nothing fo re- 
JI ;Markable, as. Its Antiquity and Title; for tis 
| | to be Confſecrated by Evander to him: And 
| it obtain'd the Name of Triuniphal, from be- 
Jog Habitedii in Triumphal Gatitlents, as often as 
here is any Triumph: The Statue of 74nus with 
s Double Face, mult not be forgot, conſecratel 
-to. bim by King Numa, which 'was "Ador'd and 
"Setifiod. to bath for War and Peace; his Fin- 
gers being fo. contriv'd, that, they denoted Mm 
ree Hundred Sixty Five Days the Year and 
oe: . Mummins having Conquer'd Achaia, re: 
le niſh'd the City with Statues.: The Luculi too, 
brought not. a: few into it, [Before the Burning 
;of the. C apicol. by. the- Fat jor _of Feellius, there 
of co in thy "Fans. of Fn, a Dog carv'd in 
rals licking of ! his Wounds, "which'was of ſach a 
"ob &e_ Boldneſs, that the Value of it was' be- 
-yond Purchaſe; and therefore Conſecrated'to 
3s Kiadirlle Hh n:the C apit Pro Wes rare Norun 
+ polo, of that. igious Heigl ' tit was ca | 
b, Coloſſus ;, ; Dag this\ Was brought from Ann, | 
ity in _ Pomps, by Marcus Lucullns : It was 
*Fþ hirty Cubits big h, and.coſt One" Hundred and 
wenty Talents” Ty this 1 Is That Coloſſus *of 
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" Tupiter, Conleg rated by Claudius Cifar. Belides, 
She in Rome, were a Hundred other Coloſſi ſe 
of. 2. leſſer, Magnitude. «2p 
To. fay..nothing of the. adidifable Pictitre 
.that Pliny mentions, all far beyond, Raphael, At. 
'Lelo, Titian, and our Modern Artiſts, we ny 
:M BF Reflect, T hat Rome muſ indeed 
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 ..  * 
Divine Sight, whence all the Nobleſt pieces of Art 
that the Conquer?d World afforded, were Tran- 
ſported by the Conquerors to: Rome, to contri- 
bnte to its Mejeſty and Glory. Add to this the 
Politenefs of the People Ovid left, and the Bru- 
tality of thoſe he went to 3 and we may well 


ceaſe to admire at his Impatience, and Flattery 
of his Perſecutor Auguſt us, for a Return. But 


you may ſee a more perfeft Draught of this 
City in Fabricizs his Collation of Old and New 
Rome, lam, oY NN all 
Madan, 
Tour Friend and Humble Servant; 
—  viridomar] 
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| To the Charming and Ingenious 


URANIA. 


[" nomore accuſe my Fortune, Urarie,ſince ſhe 


L has given me ſo generons an Antidote againſt 
all her Venomous Influence, as your Frienaſhip, 
that furniſhes me with. a very ſatisfattory Retreat 
from all the violent Onſets of my ill Stars, where 


| 1 can unload 'my Soul, aud communicate all my 


Complaints. 1f I meet with /Waintes and /egr4e 
plants, 17 I maes wich Plies and fees 


o ; 
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titude, the common. Offspring of 1ruſt and ye. 
nerous Offices; m ſenſibly pleas'd,that I can with 
aſſurance, of Pity, tell my Charming Friend my 
Pain. /.This is the occaſion of this: Letter; for, 

i tho: have no Yillainy to complain of at thistime, 
 havinghad no Truſt Betray'd ; nor any Ingratitnil 
to Reſent,becauſel have not been ina Capacity 
of Obliging the -Perſon1 addreſPd to ; yet have 


I ſtillabundant reaſon to Sigh for the continual 


ill Luck, that attends my Endeavours. 


I know Urania, you have often told me, that 


"tis a very falſe Meaſure to judge of others by 
my own Inclinations; and your Advice, | muſt 
grant, carries a great deal of Reaſon ; for whe- 
_ ther. my. Inclinations are juſt-or unjuſt, Pm ten 
to one1n the wrong, when I judge of another by 
Face 3 :fince Mankind difter not only in their Sen- 

ments of the ſame thing, by the different Appre- 


henſions each Man Naturally has z but the very. 


Circumſtances and ſtate ' of our Af«irs, give 2 
various turn to. aur Sentiments ; ſo that we differ 
not only from -one another, but even from our 
Selves, as our F ortune alters our Condition, But 
when I was miſtaken in Polio, I follow?d a more 
common. and receiv'd tho not leſs fallacious Guide, 
than the former, that is, REePO2t. Polio has the 
Reputation of a Generous May, and may be ſo per- 


haps to others; bat Pm. ſare he does not diftin- 
guiſh betwixt thoſe who are and are not fit Ob- 
jects for his Generoſity. A pleaſant Companion | 


diverts and ſeaſons our Hours of Converſation, 
and permits not our Judgment to weigh the Ne- 


—— 
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tits of the Perſon that affords us ſo agrecable an 
Entertainment. And this perhaps has miſled 
Polio, who has met with Ingratitude enougti 
from ſome of that Character, whom he has high- 
ly Oblig*d.; for perhaps, even I could. almoſt: 


grant were not unpleaſant, it not witty Com- 


pany. But Alas ! one of Pollio's Experience ſhou'd 
know, that Men of that Faculty, have ſeldom 
any juſt Notion of things, at leaſt of CIertur: 
and DOnour t They are their- ow? Gods, and 
Sacrifice all to themſelves; their very looſelt and 
eayeſt Hours, that one wou'd think free from 
Deſign, are like the Miſer's Preſents to a young 
heir Apparent, only to draw ſome Adyantage 
to themſelves in Yarity or Intereſt, And I mult 
ſay, I never knew one of theſe Witty Compani= 


' ons that ever abounded much with Sincerity.. 


Not that I wow'd extend this Obſervation be- 
yond all Exceptions: But Pm ſure, Prudence 
ſhou'd chuſe where there's leſs. probability of 
Deceit. On the contrary 1 have courted--his 
Friendſhip as well as Generoſity, That with a real 
Deſire, and This on no very great Matter, but 


' have ſcarce met with a Return an{werable to 


my Expettation. In ſhort,Urania, 'twou'd be te= 
dious to tell you all my thoughts 'of Pollio now ; 
what they were when 1 wrote the following Ver- 
ſes, theſe will let you ſee; the effect they had, 


| ſhall conclude this Letter 'with. 


N\ 
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The C OMPLAINT. | 


Is now dead Night, and buſl?d is &ery "TIO F 
. The buſie Cit, and the [aborious Clown ; 

The cringing Paraſite, and haupghty Gown ; 

' The Plorting Stateſman too, 
And with his Gilded Cares the King, 
. Are all at ſweet Repoſe. 

What when awake they all refuſe ; 
And Sleep;Death's Image,ſeem'd as Death will do, || | 
To've equalPd the poor Cottage and the Crown, 

| No Wretch but me ſo much Unbleſt - 

| As not to be at Reſt; 

' Of Hope forſaken, and by Fate Oppreſt ; 
Delpalr » with all its wild Anxieties, - 
Driyes Quiet from 'my Ana, and Slumbers Fran | 


(my Tm 


I. 


Why do I Live? Why hng my ponidb; Wot, 
When Friendly Death ſets wide the Gate, - 
That leads to a more happy State ? 

For not at all to be;* - 

| Is better than the ills of Life to know, 
When Paieftly Barbariſm does reign | 
HOT in ery Heart; FE 
N 


TT # 
And ſcarce one good Samaritan is found, - 
- That with one fozdiD Ragg will part, 
To Cloath the fhuddrivg Wretch,or bind his gaping 
| Why ſooth I then my prefent Pain, (Wound. 
8 With the faint Shadow of a fanſy*d Eaſe, | 
| Rather than Cure the Diſeaſe, —* 
With Balmy Death.its ſure and laſting Remedy? 


m. 


When th ills of Life too great and nutwrons grow, 
They are the SUMNMOners of Fate: 
- And ?ctis too fooliſh a Debate 
( Puniſh'd by preſent Pain ) 
To:argue if we ſhowd Obey or no. 
 Intortring Dreams I've often found 
My ſelf withthreatning Dangers compaſs'd round ; 
Oer Hills I flie, o'er Vales, ofer Shades in vain, 
_ The fanſy'd Terror meets me when I light, 
Or cloſe behind 
Purſues, my Imaginary Flight : 
But when my Lab'ring Mind ", 
From »car Deſtruction, can no Refuge find, - 
I Wake, and all the racking Scene withdraws, 
The Horrors paſt, are loſt in preſent Joys. 


IV. 
So in the gloomy D2eAMt of Life, I ſee 
My tatter'd Bark in FO2tune's boiſtrons Sea, 
To e'ry Wind in vain I ſhift my Sail, | 
Siniſter Fare allows.no Profprons : 
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In vain 1 ſtrive to reach the azſant Shoar, 


For all around the angry Billows roar, c 
And on each ſide encreaſe th? unequal War. 


Ten thouſand Waves, each big with certain Fate, | 


On one poor ſinking Bark with fury Beat : 
My Sails are uſeleſs, and my Rudder loſt ; 
By claſhing Surges to and fro I'm toſt ; 
Within no help; no Succour from without, 
Deſpair and Ruin hem me round abour. 


Approach then Deathzthis racking, Scene deſtroy; 


Ah! Wake: this TR RY wretch' to long 
o ſought Tn and Q 


Y. 


I, 


(Night !7 
Ha! what bright Dawn thus breaks this Aifinal 
W hat Welcome Beams their friendly force unite, | 
To raiſe my drooping Soul with their auſpictous 
(Light! 


The Heavens aſſume a calmer Face, 

And all the loud tumultuous Billows ceaſe ! 

' The threatning Storm is Qver-blown, 
The ſcattey*d Clouds now diſappear, 
And the grim Terrors of Deſpair | 

'*. Are all diſpers'd and gone. 

Whence, Ah ! whence theſe Rays Divine, 

That with {ſo frong, ſo kind a Luſtre Shine | ? 

VI. 


: Behold the golden Glory ſpreads apace, : - 


Lo! now the Heavenly Cauſe Jrnges near; ; 
See, ſee the mighty Goddeſs Y0Pe appear ! 
Her fluid Robes, which ſubtle T wroads __ 


Pg 
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( From | 


& - 
( From the thin Brains of FOND Þ? ojecto2s Spun) 
Her naked Beauties tothe Eye diſcloſe; _ 
Beauties far brighter than the Mid-day Sun ; 
Fairer than Fancy &er drew Woman-kind, 
Tho? the vain fancy of a Love-ſick Mind. 
Her ſpacious Front, and her inviting Eye, 
Are fill'd with hamble Majeſty. «th 
Falſe Joys around her ſmiling Viſage Play, 
To/ſooth depending Wretches Pain, 
In ſpight of damn'd Delay | ha creeSe 
| And its long Melancholy Train. cad 
Her Head with Lawrel,and with Myrtle *sCrown'd; 
With her [eff Hand where e'er ſhe goes 
She thinly ſtrows Yo 
The Warriour?®s and the Lover*s Wreaths; 
But Courtiers flaring Promiſes, Ty 
With bberal Hand ſhe ſcatters all around, © 


VII. 


Her regu Hand boundleſs Stores does hold 
| Of Liberty, of Happineſs, and Gold, 
Which tho? ſhe ſeem to promiſe eery one © 
"That waits'about her Vifionary Throne, _ 
Yet faſt ſhe grzſps the wiſh'd for Treaſure, 3 
And does in ſcanty Portions Meaſure, ' © * 
To Few, and Late, the tardy Pleaſure. 
A Thonſand cwrl77g Clouds ſhe fits upon, __ * 
Of Colour various, and of Matter rare, *- 
.( As Acme Beauteous, ſubtle as the Air; 
Soft as the Downy Boſom: of that Charming Fair, ) 
ExhaPa from the wanton Wifhes of Mankind, 
"And allthe Numerous Vanities of bis ſickly Mind, 
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Avarice, Ambition; Love, wntaſted Bliſs, 
wi all the gaudy Train of fond Deſire, 
The Bigots / Bla Joy, and States-Man's comin 
That ſet the fooliſb World on Fire, (Happinek, 
The Pompous Pageant s mighty Frame ſupport. [ 


NumYrous and-vaſt is the Reſort 

That throng her wide Imaginary Court, 
As far as er her friendly Beams extend, 
Rang'd in their differing Stations they attend; 
All near, or diſtant, dart a longing Exe 

On this Lov'd flattering Denty. 
Beyond the reach of whoſe enlivening day, 
Beyond the Influence of ONe kind Ray, 
Deſpair i in tatter'd ſable Weeds Array'd, 
Lurks with a gaſtly Troop within the vanefal Shade, 
VI. 
Hark! hark ! methinks her melting Yoice I hear; 
Her Yoice, that's ſofter far 
Than happy Lovers Billing Whiſpers are ! 
Gently methinks the Goddeſs Chides 
My:cauſeleſs fond Deſpair, 
While Pollio lives, who never Wretch deny'd 
That on his bounteous Nature yet rely'd, 
. And ſpight ofthe effects of black Ingratitude | | 
ro damp the gen'rous Flame, 

7 Bounty and he are [0 the ſame ; 
To imploring Want he ww; nay will do Good, 
Let Galba Langh, Eat, Dank? and Whore, . 
And in that + in x Circle ſpend his Store, 
And when he's Dead, be never thought on more. 
So let him die like other Sors and Brntes, 


Dblivyion beſt a Life | like Galba's fits. 
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But ſince a more Heroic Fire 
Does wiſer Pollio's Breaſt Inſpire, 
And moves him to Diſpenſe | 
To drooping Poeſie a kind Inflaence; 
Let him but caſt one Smile on me, 
By which from Anxious Cares ſer tree, 
' In Verſe Immortal Pd convey his Name, 
To the laſt Boundaries of Fame, 
And late Poſterity ſhou'd ſee him ſit 
Among the Sacred Patrons of Almighty Wit; 
For of their Patrons, Poets have theſe Odds, * 
They Poets make, but Poets make them Goas ; 
To Woztal Glory y, give Eternal Dare, 
And reſcue RO? from VENTICeIVe ED ate. 


By this laſt Stanza, my dear Uragin, y you «find 
hed I then thought 'of Pollio, but I, moſt tell 
you, my opinion is much alter'd by his Carriage 
ſince. Not becauſe he comply?d not with 'my 
Deſires, but becauſe he has not dealt like a Gen- 
tleman 'by me, If. Oftentatzon be the Motive of 
his great Actions, anda preſent /am-Glory be the 
mover of his Liberality, he has a great many of 
his Rank, that carry a mighty / Name in the. 
World ; for few have-learned this noble Maxim, 
that Fertus is its own Reward. And yet methinks -- 
the preſent. Applauſe of Feols {> be grate-. 
ful toa Man of Senſe, But if JPallio- had not. 


that: Nobleneſs of 'Spirit to do a private Good, 
Ke, methinks he ſhould not ſubmit to do-a little 
th Af | you know ſome of his  Demeanour to 


ne 


.( 262 ) 
me was,eſpecially in detaining what. was.-truſted ” 
to his Yertue, without doing what was expected 


from that Truſ#. . Bat Pll confine you no longery 
Urania,to my Complaints, who am _- 


Your faithful Friend, 


Viridomar. 


—— pa —_—. 


Of the MOON. 


The Hiſtory of the Temple of Diana as 
_ * Epheſus, @c. Ina Letter to my 
_ Learned and Ingenious Friend, Dr. 
 Midgly. ' Fn ng 


T Have lately been Yooking over again Biſhop 
g 


Wilkins his World in the Moon, and cannot bur 
agree with him, as I formerly did, that 'tis moſt 
reaſonable to think that Planet capable of Inhabi- 
tants, ſince we know *tis a Solid Opacous Body ; 
that the Light it has,is only Borrow?d; and ſince 
the Diſcoveries made by the Teleſcope of Gallers, 
ſhew that?*tis &ery way qualify*d for an Inhabitable 
World. But whether the Inhabitants be ſo much 
Wiſer than us,as Cyrano Bergeratmakegem,T can't. 
tell, neither am 1 willing to allow them that Ad- 
Mod | vantage, 


© Þ 
vantage, ſince their Planet has ſuch a ECO 
on our Earth, as to be oblig'd to move round us; 
as its Centre. I ſhould rather agree with Ari: 
oſto, that makes it the Lumber Houſe, or Repoſitory * 
of all things that are loſt in this Earth of ours, 
even to theWirs of his Hero, Dlando, Bott1d 
up 1n Bottles, like the Virtuoſo's Airs But then 
you wili anſwer, if I allow the oor the Recep-' 
zacle of all that is loſt on our Earth, that by con-- 
ſequence it muſt be the 5uſter, Honeſter, as well 
As "Wiſer Abode, ſince Honeſty and Fuſtice have”. 
long been loſt here, as well as Wiſdom. *Tis 
true, Door, if the Inhabitants there are one 
jol the better for em, I muſt yield the Cauſe ; 
but I hope our Vertues as well as Wits, are Bot- 

tPd op from their uſe; elſe I ſhould wiſh'the Bi- 
ſhop I mention'd but now, :had perfeCted his: 
Diſcovery, and fix'd a Correſpondence betwixt 
us, for doubtleſs ?rwould yield us abundance of 
Commodities needful for us, as well as Wit and 
Honeſty. | 

However. *tis, methinks we have a greater I- 
mage of this friendly moving Light of the Hea- 
vens, than the Primitive Poetical Philoſophers : 
They made it but a Woman, but we a World, that 
contains. perhaps ſome: Millions of finer Wo-: 
men than Diana; Tho *tis probable: not'all ſo ' 
 Chaſt, if they are not made of a much different 

Matter from that of our Earthly Ladies. ' Tho? .- 
I can't blame the Ancients for making it a Wo- 
man, from its Inconſtancy, which is natural a 
Folly of the Sex, that it muſt be thopght Chara- 
tertſtical, 
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Heriftical: And perhaps the Origin of this Faby- 
lous Lady Afoon, might be from ſome «/£zyptian 
Hieroglyphic of a Woman with a Creſcent on her 
Head, to denote her a N arnre and Af- 
fettions. 

But whence-ever it came they had Names enough 
at her Service, above an Hundred in number, too 
long to inſert here. The Poets therefore gave her 
2 Coach too : It was but a Coach mil Twoz 
whereas her Brother Phabus had his Coach and 
Four. ' Mamilms lib. F © 


Quadrijngi & Phoebus equis, &, Delia Hg 


Ovid gives her a pair of White Horſes, the? 
others: differ, and will have her drawn'by a Mule, 
or young Heifers, or Horſes of various Colours. 

They made her a Huntreſs, becauſe aſſiſting 
at the Birth of her - Brother Apollo, made her 
hate all Men; for ſhe was fo Frighted at the 
Pains her Mother underwent, that ſhe obtain'd 
of Jupiter ( for nothing but a God could fecure 
a Woman's Maidenhead ) a perpetual Virginity, 
as Callmachus tells ns.: - And Cicero its his Natwa 
Deorum, tb. 2. ſays ſhe was Feign'd to afliſt at 
the Birth: of her Brother Apollo, tho Born at the 
ſame: Birth, becauſe ſhe came into the World 
before: him. Tupiter therefore according to the 
_ Tame'Caltimarbas, made her Goddeſs of Huntmg, 
. Highways and Havens, and beſtow?d on her 

Bow, Arrows and attending Nymphs, as ſo m?- 
ny Von of Honour. . Hence OT" et I 
onti-. 
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" Montium cuſto; nemorum _ virgo 


Qus laborantes wero puellas * 
Ter wocata-audis, a _ 
Diva rriforms, 


Callimachuns ſays, Bians? s Chariot is den by 
White Hinds. She often chang'd her Habitation, 
and had need therefore of ſome Vehicle, for now 
ſhe was above - in the Heavens, now beneath, 
among the Infernals. "Nor is her Figure more 
oFwaga than her abode, fog as a Friend of mine 
 hasit, 


YN Now with afi full Orb ſbe the Darkneſs does Chaſe ; 
Now: like Whores in the Pit, ſhews but half of her Face, 


1n Athens, the young Ladies that were io big 
with Child, that they could not wear their uſual 
Girdle, or "Zone, put it off in the Temple of 
| Dianazwhence ſhe Lan the Appellation of avsiCors 
To. her were offered the. Zones or Girdles of 
Women with Child, as the Garlands were to 
Venus at Marriages. This Goddeſs alſo preſided 
over Fiſhers: And the Poets tell us that they us'd 
to Sacrifice Bullocks to her 3 but Horace Sacriſt 
ces a Boar to her, and Ovid a white Hind. 

She had a moſt Magnificent Temple at Epvr/us, 
famons for its Building, and remarkable for. its - 
DeſtruQion ; 'of which Alatals Comes gives us 
this Account. | Habuit Diana celeberrimum omnium 
Fn, & Auguſtiſimum Epheſmum, &c, - The 


moſt 
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moſt Magnificent and Famous of the Temples of 
Diana was at Epheſus, which was Built by the care 
and Induſtry of all Aſia, Two hundred and twenty 
Years under the direttion of . the Architet} Cheſi- 
phron ; it was Four hundred and twenty. five Feet in 
Length, and Two hundred and twenty in Breaath ;, in 
which were an hundred and twenty ſeven Columns, 
eretted by as many ſeveral Kings; and theſe Columns 
or Pillars were wonderful in their Length as well as 
Heanty, for they were ſixty Foot in Heighth z, thirty 
fix of which were very Noble, and with incredible 
Art Carwd with theig ſeveral Chapiters anſwerable 
to the Magnificence of the Pillars. Beſides which, there 
were an þ 25 of exquiſite Pittures and admirable 
Images or Statues, correſpondent to the Grandeur 
and Magpnificence of. the Temple : . All which Heros 
ſtratus a: Epheſian, fer on Fire and Deſtroyed, to 
purchaſe to himſelf perpetuity of Name, ſinge he cowd 
not effect it by his Vertues or Parts. This Combuſti- 
on of : Diana's: Temple happend about the Taes of 
Auguſt, on the day that Alexander the Great, King 
of Macedon. was Born, as Plutarch ſays in the Life 
of that Prince, - But the Epheſians made a Law, 
that none ſhould mention the Name of Heroſtratus 
for the future, under the moſt ſevere Penalties, ſo to de- 
prive him of the enjoyment of that which he aimed at 
the obtaining of by ſo great -a Villainy. Thus far 
Natalis, A Deſcription of the Ruins of this Tem- 
- Ple, and all the Cautions us'd by the Founders of 
. It againſt Earthquakes and other Expe&ted Cau- 
ſes of Ruin, Pliny gives us in his Natural Z- 
don Among 
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Among other Fables of her,-the Poets make 
her in Love with Endymion ſleeping on Latmns, 'a 
Mountain of Garia, and that ſhe Oe him ac- 
| cording to Carullus. 


| 


Ut triviam furtim ſub Latmia ſaxareleges 
- Dulcis amor gyro devover aerio. 


So weak was 15 the Power of a Gol to keep bs 
a Maid! - Nay, they make her very Fruitful too, 
for beſides Sons by this Amour with Fang, 
they give her fifty Daughters. |; 
| Where three. Ways '\meet, the Ancients us'd ca 
perform the Rites of Hecate, who is call'd by 
three ſeveral Names, Luna, Artemis and Hecate. 
About the New of the Moon, the Richer ſort. 
us'd to ſend a Collation to thoſe Places where 
three ways met, in the Evening, as a Supper for 
Hecate ;, but the Poor usd to devour theſe No- 
urnal ſunkets of this- Goddeſs, and give out, 
- that ſhe her ſelf had eat them, as the Prieſts and 
_ their Tribe in Daniel; tho? indeed theſe Suppers 
were but very Parſimonious; fo that an ull Sup- 
per got the Proverbial Name of a Feaſt for He- 
cate; for the Poetical Divinity taught that the 
Ghoſts wou?d ſubſiſt with very .lictle Nouriſh- 
ment. But that Hecate was the ſame with Luna, 
or Diana, is evident from ſeveral Places, par- 
ticularly from Raphael Regins,in his Comments on 
the 7th Book of Ovid's 47tam. 


And 


(28) | 
And here I think tis time to make an end of 
| this Lunary Eflay, leſt 1 be thought to take fo 
much pains about her Goddeſs-ſhip for the Influ- 
ence ſhe has on me. I wou'd not incur the Im- 
putation of a Madman for her ſake, whatever [ 
might for the ſake of ſome Earthly "Cynthia, per- 
haps fully as Inconſtant ; and might deſerve a 
greater variety of Names from her numerous Fol- 
lies, than Dzjazua from the ſeveral Places of her 
Worſhip. But whatever Influence the Ethereal 
or Terreſtrial Cynthia's may have on me,Pm con- 
fident, that neither they, nor any other Cauſe 
can be Powerful enough to turn me to any thing - 
that ſhonld diminiſh my Value and Eſteem for you, 
or the pleaſure I take in being what I fliall ever | 


Subſcribe my ſelf, 
SI R 
Tour Obliged and faithful 


Friend and Humble Servant, 


Charles Cildon. | 


ln ESSAY at # Vindication of the 
 Love-Verles of Cowley and Wal- 
ler, ec. In Anſwer to the Preface 
of a Book Intituled;, Lxtiers and: * 
erles Amozous and Gallant. 


Directed ts 
Mr. CONGREPVE. 


| A Sin my two former Critical Diſcourſes of 
LA. this Book againſt Mr. Rymer*s Shozt 
view of Tragedy, a Zeal for the Honour of 
my Country in its greateſt Ornaments, her 
Poets, Engag*d me ; ſo here I cannot help chal- 
knging the ſame Pretence, {ince I cant ſuppoſe 
them deficient-in Love; without derogating from 
the Fſtnz/s. of their Charafers. But I muſt con- 
fels I have not the ſame hopes of Succeſs in this; 
for there | had todo with an imporent Opiniator ; 
but here with a Gentleman of a great deal of 
Wit and fine Senſe, There 1 addreſg?d to Par- 
ties already ſenſible of the Juſtice of my Cauſe ; 
here to one who is prepoſleſsd of the contrary. 
} But on the other hand [I have the greater fatis- 
i fattion here of being Worſted by one whoſe 
\Wit can better defend an Error, than I the Trach ; 
| 82d Pm of -Opinion, that ?tis -a nobler. Fate to 
Þ fall by the Hand of an Hero, than Conquer' a 
| Paſtard Pretender, And tho?.my:Prudence might 
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be call'd in Queſtion by this Attempt, yet my 
.. generous. Ambition. will 'merit a «og tamen 
excidit Auſis. One "thing I muſt poſle 
in my. favour, that. my unhappy Circumſtances 
allow me not time to uſe all the Caution I ought, 
or ſearch all the Reaſons might be urg?d in this 


8 


. noble Cauſe ; ſo that I am not only Yiritbus, but 


Opibus impar: . However, I hope the Deſign will 
gain .me the Opinion of a Good Engliſh Man, if 
my Performance ſhou'd not attain that of a good 


Critic, which will ſufficiently compenſate my. 


trouble; for 1 ſhou'd be pronder to be thought 
a Zealot for the- Glory: as well as Intereſt of my 
© Country, than the greateſt Wit, and moſt Learn- 
os Atauer. © 1}: Ont y | 
"I ſhall never deny the Ancients their juſt Praiſe 
'of the Invention of Arts and Sciences z but 1 can- 
' not without contradifting my own Reaſon, al- 
low them the PerfeCters of 'em ſo far that they 
muſt-be- our uncontroverted. Patterns and Stan- 


dard ; For our Phyſicians have found the Pre- | 


ſcripts of Hippocrates very Defective: And as it 
Phylic; foin Poetry, there muſt be a regard had 
tothe Clime, Nature, and "Cuſtoms of the 


People ; for the Habits of the Mind -as well-as ff 


thoſe of the Body, /are influenc'd\ by-thern z ad 
Love with the other ' Paſſions vary in their Ef- 


febbs as'well as Cauſes, according to each Cout- | 


try and Age; nay, accarding to the very -Con- 
ſtitution of each Perſon affeted/- This makes 
me hope, that the Ingenious Author of 'the Z&+ 
_ ters and. Verſes Amorous. and Gallant, 'gindes him 
ſelf by afallacions Rule, when he makes the Ah- 


cientet heStandard:of- the Excellence of the bj 
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any other Billows, but the Frown of their Fair 


'ones;; and yet Propertizs toſs'd in another Storr, 


Writes to Cynthia upon it. And indeed to re. b* 
duce the SubjeZts or Occaſions of Love-Uerſes |! 


to any parties: Standard, is highly Irrational, 


and muſt only be 'the effect of want of Confide. 


ration, for the various Circumſtances and Fors- 


tunes of the: Loyers muſt diverſific and alter N* 


the Occaſions of writing to their Miltreſles: 
So that there is no. .Occaſion that is General, 
and 'that--\can- reach all 'Men in Love, but 


the Cruelty of their Miſtreſles'on their firſt Ad- 


dreſſes, ( that's 1s,their not immediate Compliance) 
for Jealouſie is not Univerſal, or at leaſt to ex- 
tend to the Beating of her a Man Loves yet 
Ovid Writes ad Amicam quam verberaverat, | 
mult confeſs, I can't fee the teaſt Reaſon why the 
Name and Gloves of a Miſtreſs, with the Place of 
ber Birth, are not as juſt Occaſions to Write on 


as the Ring given to a Miſtreſs, or her Parrot 
or Sparrow ; or a great many more I might eny- 


merate out ofthe Ancients. A true Lover thinks 
ery thing that belongs to her he Loves, worthy 
his Thoughts ; and the more our Modern Poets 


extend therr Refleions beyond the Ancients in 


this, ſo much the greater Lovers they ſhew them- 
ſelves. Bt the Place of one's Miſtreſs's Birth is 


not only worthy a Lover's Thoughts, but even 
an Umnerſal Occaſion, ſince no Lover but muſt 


meet with that Occurrence in whatever fatr one 


he adores, among all the beauteous Daughters of 


Eve, 
'By what has been ſaid, Sir, *tis evident thas 
our Moderns are not inferiour to the Ancients, 


n | 


re) : 


In their. Judgment in/chuſing Occaſi 5s Oh which 
they write to their Mifſtreſles: Or; That; this In- 


'Fgenious Gentleman” has either through Want of 


- | Advertence, -or out of Deſign expreſſed himſelf 


cannot be doubted,: but that-in the? wp ſanie 


emviguouſly, or at; leaſt not with-that Clearneſs 


that is requiſite :to-/ a concluſive Argument 5 


which cannot be excuſed when the: Honour: and 
Merit of ſuch great 'Men as Cowley-and: Waller 


A | Is concerned z Days" the Honour of our Coun- 


"1 come now to the Second decoluntion; white 
is, that the Adoderns fill ther Verſes with Fhoughts 

ſurpriſing and glittering, but not natural for '©ry 
Man in Love to think; This lies under the ſame: 
Fault as the other does, of being too general to 
be of any Force, it either conderans all that the 
Moderns have wrote. it caſts off e*ry; Thought 
in their Love-Verſes as not tender and paflio- 
nate, or does nothing at all, for it inſtances no 
particular. -Pm confident the ingenious Gen- 
thman will have ſo. much Candor,. asito con- 
leſs that there ''are'a great many very tender and: 
ſoft Thoughts: afid paſſionate Expreſſions: in 
Cowleys Viſtreſs, as in-this one, that now. oC 


f currs to my Mind :.| Then like ſome: wealthy ”_ 


thou ſhalt lie, &c, but if there: be ſome, nay, 2 
great many tetider, ſoft, and paſſionate thoughts 


$ iv our Moderns, then is this general charge not at: 


all concluſive againſt *em, Beſides, Thoughts. mA 
tural w0 a H1as #m Love, is ati obſcure Expreſſi- 
MM, it conveys no; clear Idea of: any thingto the 

5 or, what is: fully as{ erroneous, it ſeems 
to level the Thoughts of : all: Mankind, bur-it 


F3 Cir- 


LE) 
Circamftances:the Thoughts of different Merl 
 will-be various, and more of leſs'Excellent: and 
Noble, AS the "Wit, Judgment; Fancy, . and the | 
other. Quialities of the Mind of. the Parſon af-N pc 
fected, are niore vr ikeſs Excellent.andperfett: And P: 
| am confident/your ingenious Friend (whom 
honour for kis/Wir, | tho I differ. from his 'Opi« ſp 
nidn)  witt-atlow me, That oneof Mr. Cowley | E 
Genius wou'd no-more-have the Lhoughts of a lil 
Fop, a Beau, a Tinker, - a Shepherd, or any fo 
other ignorant:and unclevated: Mechanic, in Love, FE: 
than out oft: ©» dar, Thoughts ſarprizing, Wn I 
ofittering without, particular. Inſtances of *en; as || | 
they prove nothing; fo can they not be well an- 
fwerd, for an-Inftagce would have made us ap- | A 
ors what he: takes for! ſurprizing and glitter= || ſc 
g; but without that, 'or -any-/Definition, / we Þ| hi 
Rader in the dark, and:] can at beſt but only || { 
gheſs at his. meaning. If by: Thoughts ſurprizing, | 
_ and. glietering he nieans extraordinary and wuncom- 
uo, Pm apt, to:think. he will allow them very [| 
natural to Mr.- Cowley: or Mr-- Waller in any Cir- 
cumitance;:;-A Manthat is us'd to'a: good Habit 
of thinking, : cannot. be without extraordinary 
 . Thoughts, on what concerns him-ſo/near as - the 
_  Heartof his Miſtreſs.  Leftly; As to far-ferowd 
Strdiles, ?tis'an Expreſſion very obſcare and anbi: 
guons; and: I'niuft:acknowledge ' my ſelf who! ww 
_ to'ſcek jn his Meaning, if a Size: be: juſt, -2 
kold/ an exaCt Analogy to the thing Tis applied 
to;;and of. thething is deſi zned to heighten, T 
preſume it cannat-come into: the. Number of -the: 
Prefs and/'when-ever' the" Gentleman will 
irale (9 ——— RTP: 1a either Conley 
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CR. 
or Waller, I engage to fellow'them with--thoſe 
that are full as faulty, even according to his own 
Definition, let that be what it will, (for 1 fup- 
poſe it can't be much amiſs from fo accurate a 
Pen.) And till then I may ſuperfede any particu- 
hr Defence in this. Beſides, *tis not to be ſup- 

poſed, that the Verſes written by Lovers are the 
Extempore Reſult of a ſudden Guſt of Paſſion, 
like the Inſpirations of the Delphic Propheteſs z 


| for I'm confident hell agree with me that the 
| Excuſe of Love will not free a Poet, that lets 


them paſs fo from the Cenſure of Boilean 
\ Un ſot en ecrivant, fait tout avec plaiſir 

Dl na point en ſes vers Palnbarras de Choifir, 
A Poetizing Lover, muſt be allow*d not to be ab- 
ſolutely out of his Wits, and that *tis poſlible for 
him to ſtndy, and conſider 'what: ws in {6 
ſolemn a Manner to-his Miſtre6G.  . . - 
 Aﬀer this bold Afertion without Proof, he 


advances to examine which arein. the right, - the 
Ancients or the Moderns ; the Rule of our Judg- 


ment in this, he juſtly makes the End the Poet 
aims'at, viz. The obtaining the | Love of his AM. 
ſtreſs, tho I cannot ſee why he ſhould ſuppoſe that 
contrary to, or inconſiſtent with (getting Fame 
and Adwiration, fince Admiration is a certain- 
Step to Love.” When1 read Mr7Dryden's Works, 
F cannot help- Loving him. If I ſhould not' 
love and refpe&t him and-any other Poet that" 
thinks well, and expreſſes his Thoughts nobly, 
I ſhould fin againſt my Reaſon. Owd urges his 
Fame and Reputation as a Motive for his Mi- 
ſtreſfs's Love, and if that can- move a Man of 
Senſe, why ſhould we think the Effet wowd 
* ÞP'$ _-- Not. 
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not. be the ſame on a Woman of Senſe, and Ges 
nerolity ? And. indeed, in ery one but an abſo- 
late dull, infipid Fool, which no Lover. can. 
think his Miſtreſs. 

The End of Love-Verſes being the gaining 
the fair ones Heart, he proceeds to. the beſt 
means of obtaining that End, viz. The convin. 
cing ber that you love her. I muſt deny this Af- 
- ſertion too, for tho Love in the Severity of ]y- 
ſtice require Love; yet is that an Argument that 
onghtnot always to prevail, ſince 'tis a Plea that's 
common to a great many, for. ſo the fair one 
ought to ſurrender to %m all; a Liberty no 
Loyer would willingly allow his Miſtriſs on any 
Conſideration whatever. But how often. does 
Experience tell us, that this beff Way fails ? Or 
indeed, how ſeldom does it. hit ? daraios I 
the only juſt,and unqueſtioneable Parent of Love; 
for the Senſes or the Mind muſt be firſt won with 
ſome PerfeCtion, either,real or imaginary. What- 
ever therefore can raviſh Fame from the envious 
cenforious World, may juſtly be ſuppos'd able tg 
give Admiration. to a Miſtreſs. Nor is this in- 
conſiſtent with the true and lively Repreſentation of 
the . Pains, and Thoughts attending the Paſſion of 
Lowe ; for ſure the Advantage of rt in Poems 


'_ cannot: deſtroy the End which is not to be ob- 


tain'd in Painting without it, viz. a lively Repre- 
' ſentation of Nature. Siwmiles, fine Thoughts, and 
thining Points, if they be juſt, and good, myſt cer- 
cainly give a greater Idea of any Pain, than a 


bare and unpolified Rhime, without Beanty or 
Grace. This gives us a weak, a faint, an un0- 


ving View of the” Pain ; That ſets it cloſe to vs, 
| magniſics 
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magnifies and enlarges it : This gives it you a3 the 
reverſe end of a Proſpective Glaſs does Objes, 
That as the right end of: it ; ſo' that -if a Repre- 
ſentation of our Pain be the Path. to Succeſs, 'Are 
will be no ill Help and guide in it;/ unleſs: well 
{uppoſe that our Miſtreſs would be more ſenſibly 
touched with a Grubſtreet Ballad, than a Copy of 
Verſes by a Cowley or a Waller, "But indeed, the 
Pain a Lover feels cannot be truely, and with 
Life repreſented withour Similes,as is evident from 
the very Nature of the Mind, when in Pain : For 
*tis an univerſal Meaſure of our Judgment of things 
to compare them with ſomething elſe ; and the 
Mind in expreſſing its Pains endeavours to make it 
 knownin its full Greatneſs: to give therefore the 
greaterlmage of it, it generally ſeeks out ſomething 
by a Compariſon of which it hopes to obtain that 
End ; Compariſon being the only DiſtinQion of 
Degrees of things. This makes it narrowly in 
theſe Circumſtances, regard 'and obſerve that 
Train of Ideas that continually: paſs before. it, 
to call out ſuch as are moſt proper for its pur- 
poſe : For 'tis evident, (as Mr.- Lock remarks) to 
any one that will-but obſerve what paſſes in his own 
Mind, that there is a Train of Ideas. conſtantly ſuc- 
ceeding one another in bis Underſtanding , as long 
as he's awake. An Aſſertion therefore of an In- 
genious Friend of mine, to the Prejudice of the 
Moderns, againſt Similes in- the Expreſſion of 
the Paſſions of Love and Grief, - is contrary 
to the very Nature. ef the Mind. For let any 
Man endeavour to retain any particular Idea 
firmly and without Alteration, he will find. it 
not in his Power to do 1t any: conſiderable _ 
ys - UC-- 
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ſuch a neceſſary Succeſſion and Variation of -[deas 
(the Origin of Simniles)is therein the human Mind. 
But: becauſe 'tis ſaid that 'cis che nature of Grief to 


confine the Soul, ſtraiten the Imagination,and extremely 
leffer the Number of its Objetts, 1 ſhall only oppoſe 


the Aſſertion of this Gentleman (whom t have al- 
ways allow*d' a Man of great Wit and Senſe) 
with an Obſervation of Mr. Le Clerk, (whom Pm 
ſire no Man. that knows his Works, will deny 
to be one of the beſt Philoſophers of the Age) in 
the 6th, Chapter of his Ontologie and the 4th. 
Paragraph, he has to this purpoſe— ©* This be- 
* ing ſo, we obſerve that the time ſeems ſhort 
<« to thoſe who ſpend it in Mirth, or any Em- 
© ployment they perform with'Pleaſure and'De- 
* fre ; but on the contrary, Tedions and Irk- 
<« {ome to the'Unfortunate, and thoſe that are 
<";n Pain,or to thoſe that are againſt their Wills, 
© oblig*d to ſome troubleſome Buſineſs. For we 
© keep the Idea that is Gratefull. and - Pleaſant 
© to us, as long without Variation as we are 
© able, and thus'by the viewing of the fewer 
© [deas, the time we ſpend- in Pleaſure and 
* Content, ſeems the ſhorter ; whilſt on the 
& contrary, 'ovr Minds endeavour to drive away 
_ ** 2 troubleſome ldea, and ftrive' to ſubſtitute 

© ſomeothers in its room 3; Turning, Winding, 

Changing, Adding and Diminiſhing it, as the 
_ © yneaſie inquietnde: Prompts. Thus the time 
© feems: longer than it wowd do elſe, by that 
* yaſt and numerous Train of Ideas, which, as 
* F may fay, ſhew themſelves 'er- paſſat to the 
* Mind, with an. incredible Rapidity and Swift- 
© neſs. Fromthis juſt and rational ace: 
| | - of. 
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of Mr. Le Clerk *tis evident, That Similes are 
not ſo unnatural"in- expreſſion of Grief or Pain, 
as ſome Ingenious/ Gentlemen contend : For the 
Mind (eſpecially that which is usd-to an Exp prefe 
ſion of'its ſelf in Allegory and Similes) Sls 
inthis Number of Ideas; "niet with ſome fee 
anſwer. the-End; the Mind is born to with 'fo 
much Impatienceand Defire: For 'tis here alſo 
evident, "That Grief multiplies nor leflens the 
Number of the ObjeAts of the Mind. 

. -- From what has been ſaid *will appear, That | 
Similes.cannot- be an unnatural Expreffion of this 
Paſſion, or any Effetts of it. 1 ſhall therefore 
proceed to thoſe few particular Inſtances the Au 
thor of the Preface gives, by which he draws a 
ſhort Parallel betwixt the Ancients and the Mo- 
derns. 1 amplcagd, ſays he, with Tibullus, where 
be ſays, he cowd lnve in a Deſart with bis Mifrreſs, 
where never any Humane Foot-ſteps 'appear?d, becau afe : 
1 doubt not but be really thiriks what be ſays : "But ! 
confeſs, I can bardly forbear Langhing, when Pe- 
trarch tells us he cou " live without any other Suſte... 
nance than his Miſtreſſes Looks. T confeſs, 1 muſt 
_ eva heredillent from him too; for if you go to 
| the Rigor or, Severity of the Reaſon of both 
Expreſhons, "they 'are equally: impoſſible, 'and in 
Impoſſibilities as. well as. Infinites, there are no 
Degrees. For I can ſee no greater Probability 
of Living in a Deſart where there were no Hu- 
mane Foot-ſteps;/than on the Looks of a Miſtreſs 
only; unleſv1ike: Nebuchadnezz4r, he wou'd feed 
on the | Leaves'of the Trees," dtd Graſs' of the 
Ground if there were any ; whichis not very kind' 
eiope bis OT wowd comply with. But ſup 
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poling'1t- impollible,; 1s | there any Neceſlity of a 
Lovers ſaying nothing that, exceeds the Bounds 
of Poſſibility ? eſpecially in Poetry, where Hy 
perbole?s are juſtifiable almaſt to Extravagance. - 
That certainly wou'd be moſt unnatural of all, 
for, the- Thoughts, of a Man really in Love, are 
naturally Extravagant ev'n to Impoſlibilities z tho 
unt quia poſſe videntur. The: very Definition 
O < 8h: Paſſion in Ethics; ſhews it' violent and ex- 
orbitant. But-;we-may-in favour. of Petrarch 
and Mr. Cowley, (who make. uſe of the ſame 
Thonght) ſay that they mean the Dyet of their 
Love, is a Look of their Miſtreſs. 
| 'Imulſt confeſs, Pm extremely ſurpriz?d to find 
your.Ingenious Friend an Advocate for that which 


_ word make all the Sir Courtlys Compolitions of 


the Nation, the Standard of good Verſes; when 
he himſelf i is really ſo well qualify'd-to write like: 
Cowley and Walter, and has by his own Pradtice 
In thoſe Verſes that are Publiſh'd, better confu- 
red Hh” Preface, than all I can pretend to ſay. 
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4 To! my -Honared wal af Ts Friend 


Mr. Harrington, for the Modern 
'P ves againft the Ancients. 


As the Juſtice and a of your Princi- 
ple, the ſweet Agreeableneſs of your Hn- 
mor, the Vivacity of your Wit, and the ſtrengih 
| and force of your Judgment "and Penetration, 
juſtly endear you to all your Acquaintance, ſo they: 


qualify 


GS-0) 
qualify you for a Jndpe of the-preſent Contro- 
verſie betwixt the Moderns and the Ancients, for 
the Prize of Glory in Learning and Poctry. Mon- 
- fienr Perazle (whom 1 have not yet had the Op- 
portunity to Read) has given it to the Moderns, 
Rapin' to the Ancients: 'Mr. &Kymer has with-a- 
- bundance of Indignation appear'd on Rapir?s ſide. 
I cannot determine whether Mr.” Perault has: been 
too partial to his own Country-men, (an Error 
onthe right ſide) but Pm ſure Mr. Rymer hasbeen' 
extremely injurious to his ; which has made-me 
perhaps, too angry with him in'my former Dif 
courſes. But I aſſnre my ſelf that you are ton good 
an Engliſhman, to let Friendſhip to any Man, bribe 
you to condemn thoſe rongh Effets of my Zeal 
for the Engliſh Nation. 1 will be morejuft 
than my Adverſary, I will yield that Greece: had 
Great Poets, notwithſtanding all thoſe monſtrous 
Fanlts and Abſnrdities they abound with; tho he 
will not allow the Engliſh any Honour, becauſe 
they have been guilty of Errars. Nay, Pilfay 
more, that the Poetry of Greece was her moſt 
valuable Learning , for that ſtill maintains its 
Share of Glory and Eſteem, whilſt her Philoſo- 
. Phy is now exploded by the Univerſal Reaſon of 
Mankind. _ Homer, Pindar, Sophocles and. Emrt- ' 
pides, will, as long as theyare underſtood, pre- 
ſerve their Characters of Excellent Poets, tho the 
Stagyrite with all his Volumes, is now ſhrunk 


. from his Oſtentatious Title of the Philoſopher, to 


that of a good Critic, or Grammarian. 


Tho Tgrant the Grecians this, yet I cannot ſab- The 


{cribe to the reſt of the Hyperbolical t raiſes ſome. 
of our Modern Critics give them; For I:confeſs, 


| 
Fan diſcover no ſuch Univerſal Genjus.in Homer, 
88 they contend for, as that all-Arts and Siences 
-may be learn't from him : Yirgil ſeems to me, 
-more generally Learned by far'z and Mr. Cowley 
among our Engliſh Poets, may without Partiality, 
bepuit up for his Rival in the Glory of Learning. 
As for the Nambers of Homer, Rapin vaſtly extols 
their Variety, and yet.confeſſes that to bethe Pro- 
'perty of the Greek Language, which makes it the 
eaſier Task for Homer to perform, and by conſe- 
-quenice, leſſens his Merit on that Account. But it 
cannot be deny *d that Yirgi has as much Variety 
inthis'as the Roman Language wou'd allow z and 
as was neceflary for the Beanty of his Poem 3 and 
they are in his Deſcriptions eſpecially, ſo well 
"choſen, that they extremely contribute to the I- 
mage of the thing deſcrib*d.; as Gemitus dedere - 
Caverne: preruptus aque Hons. The found of the 
firſt makes. us as it were hear the hollow noiſe 
the Spear of Lyaroon made in the Trojan Horſe ; 
the other Places in our View ſuch a watry Moun- 
tain. Among our Engliſh Poets, none can com- 
pare with Mr. Dryden for Numbers: His Deſcrip- 
tions are all very: perfe&t in all things z but his 
Numbers contribute not a little to the force and 
life of the Repreſentation, for they carry fome- 
thing in them diſtin& from the Expreſſion and 
Thought ; as in his Deſcription of Night, What 
an' Image of a profound Stillneſs| does this fol- 
lowing'Verſe ſet before us, - Ne" 
\ The Mountains ſeem to Nod their dronſie Fleas ! 


' I have not room nor leiſure at this time-to 
' Make- a- thorough parallel betwixt the Ancremts 


and 
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and the 24oderns, and ſhall only. curſorily runover 
the Heads. I have touch?d the Vniverſaliry of Ge- 
nius, and; the variety of Numbers. (this laſt being 
the Prerogative .of -the Language more than of . 
the Poets.) Fudgment I think is.- apparently 
_ the due of the doderss, who Pm confident wou'd 
n&er have- been guilty of thoſe | Abſurdities the 
Ancients abound with. They ſeem to have beea 
Maſters of. but little Reaſon, when they made 
their Gods ſuch: Jimited and criminal Boings. 
Homer often digreſles from the Hero, that is'the 
Subject of his Poem, to entertain us with other 
Objects too remote from Achilles, You may, Sir, 
ealily perceive that I preſs not ſo hard as 1 might 
on the Ancients; that 1 omit abundance of. mpropri- 
eties, and Abſwrdjtves, ridiculous even to Childiſbneſs, 
| becauſe I wou'd not be thought to rob the Fathers 
of. Poetry of their juſt Value and Eſteem; tho 

- Feonfeſs I am of Mr. St, Ewremont's Opinion,that 

 _no Name can Privilege Nonſenſe;or ill Conduct. 

The Enemies of the Moderns will not deg} {o 

Civilly with ther. They deny them to be Potts 

becauſe they have not ſtriftly obſerved the Rules 

laid down by Ariſtotle, but by that they diſcover 

| themfelves either ignorant or negligent of themoft 

+ chief andimportantend of Poectryzthyt is,Pleaſure. 

- Now, it cannot be deny?*d but he is the beſt Poet 

- who takes the ſureſt means to obtain the end 
he aimsat; inwhith, regard muſt be had to the 

' Humor, Cuſtom,ang Inclination of the Auditory 

but anErghſhAudietice will never be pleasd with a 

dry, that Jejune and formal Methodexcludes Vari- 

ety asthe Religiousobſervation of theRules of Ar:- 

ſtotle does. And all thoſe that exclaim againit the 

ES Liberty 


ny” , hay L Fl "__ Y , 
, bl bk es 
IG Pl 
Þ . 


7, .. C26) 
ty ſome of our Engliſh Poctshavetaken,muſt grant 
that aYariery that contributes to the main Deſign, 
cannot divide our Concern : And if fo, *ris cer- 
tainly-an Excellence the Adoderns have gain d above 
the Ancients. This wou'd appear plainer if I had 
room and time to inſtance in Partiwulars. The 


Plays Mr. Dryden has bleſs'd the Age with will | 


prove this; which if compar'd ( as [ hereafter 
intend) with thoſe of Sophocles and Euripides, ei- 
ther for the Plot, Thought, or Expreſſion, will 
gain him the Poets Garland from thoſe two 
Hero's of Old Greece. 

The Plagiariſm objetted to our Poets is com- 


mon to the Ancients too; for Yirgil took from 
Homer, Theocritus, and eva Emnus; and weare 


aſlur*d Homer himſelf builc upon ſome Predeceſ- 
ſors: And tho? their thoughts may be ſomething 
a-kin,; yet they alter their Dreſs, and in all o- 
ther things we are ſatisfied with the variety of 
the outward viſible Form, tho? cons it value 


be the ſame, | as Mr. Congreve's Song has it, No-- 


thing new beſides their Faces, ery Woman is the ſame. 
In all things as well as Women the meer Variety: 


of Appearance, whets our Deſire and Curioſity. 


1 am, 


8 1R;" 


Tai Humble Servant, 


$f Charles Gildon. 
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” Eſſej at a. dirallel berwixt Philoſo- 
| - phy, and th Loye of Women, , 


ll. T Ho I nk Horde has oottorgity 2 very ju oy , 
Apprebenſion of Things, yet can I never @- 
gree with him in his notions _ gs Lib. 


Hi 6: 


Nj I avmirari ; rope'r yes WY una EIS. "ro | 
"'Bolag que pa t facere, & ſervare Beatum, 


for * tis certain, .that Happineſs conſiſts in Phaſore, 
\ but there can 'be no Pleaſure, without a Gentle and 
_ agreeable Emotion of the Paſſion of Admtration, 
the Ground ot Zowe and" Foy, out of which all 
;) lealure-i 4s composd: As an. inſtance of "this 
Truth, ix muſt be granted, thatias Ulirtie is the 


Chief Baſis of Humane Dappineſs.ſo twill nover 
- bs:embracd'by .any Man, that does not admire. 
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- andeſteem its Excellence. And in the ſame man- Þ| 

' . mer, the other-parts-of Philoſophy lead us to Pha- |} 
_ fore, by -Admiration. For what pleaſure -is 

' there in Phyſcs, which proceed not Irom that a- 
greable Wonder. given us, by the ſtrange and fur- 
 prizing Variety, and force, we.find in the _Na- 


ture of corporeal Things? What Pleaſure Uoes 


Metaphjfics afford, that is not "built on our Efeem ? 


(and. Eſteem. is the only paitiof d{dmiration that 


IE " conrribuites to'Pleaſure, for there's a Pain atteiitls 
defpiſing, which is the orher Diviſion of it,) what 


Dieafure I ſay have we in this ſtudy, but what 
is:buile -on_ our . Ffteem: of the . valuable \Certainty 


itfurniſhes us with in what ever it propoſes ? For | 

_ there is nothing \more-ſurethan' Hb/ral# Ideas the 
ſubjett of. Ontology or Metaphyſics. Again in Preu- | 
-matology, does -not the Contemplation of _ 
.,rer, and Superior Beings, to-the very Supream, 
_ ard firſt cauſe of all that Exiſts, fill our Souls with 
exceflive and 'amazing Delight and Wonder? ' 
Laſtly, what Pleaſure is there in Woman, that ſoſt | 
ſummary of /Man's'Happinefs,” which derives not 
irs ſelf from Admiratton ? Admiration, ther: 


. 
- 
v 


fore is ſo far from being an Enemy to, that it. is 


the very foundation of -our "Happineſs, whether 


2 


we confider-it in the -Dire#ion,, or Aim and End 


-of our Life, thatis in Philoſophy or.CUoman, 


_ Some Sir, may perhaps think'I have made a 


| very ſtrange mixture, in joyning Bbiloſopby ahd 


Woman; tho' :Fm . confident, fo 'much Wit, 
Youth, 'and all 'thoſs other Accompliſhments 


of a-fine Gentleman, thatrender you'the darkii i 
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| of both Sexes, will not let you think F have de” 
| y_ Philoſophy in.it, which will appear from © 


hort parallel drawn betwixt them. ' 


_ Philoſophy. is-either employed in' the Confi- 
deration of Bodys, as in Phyſics, of Beings in ge- 


_neral, or Abſtra# Ildees, as in Metaphyſics or Ontc- 
 logy;. or of Pure and Immaterial Eſſences, as the 


Souls, 


Angels, God, 'as in Pneumatology, or lafily 


of Uirtue as in Ethics. 


Firſt, the Buſineſs of Phyſics is extreamly tin- 


|| certain, for. there the Mind-is employed about 


very Obſcure Ideas; and though fome of our Ex- 
periments, often preſent us with- certain Effetts, 


| yet does it not always diſcover the abſolute cer- 


1 
1 


k& defird,:the effe& of which-ends not with 
them, but is-perpetuated by their Off-Spring,who 
are a part of 'em, the admirable and certain Ef- 
i060 ' a known Charming , and Generous 
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 tainty of che Cauſe,nor ſhall we ever be abletope- 


netrate into the inmoſi Nature,or all the qualitysof 


Matter, and: till then we muſt be in the dark, 


as to the true Cauſes; ſo that. Phy/ic's put. us up- 


| on the chaſe. of what we have very little proba- 


bility of obtaining. On the other Hand,' the 


'Love of THoman is more certain in obtaining _ 
as well as more noble in its End, viz. a perfe&t 
, Enjoyment of; and a cloſe Union with the Ob- 


Qua 55> Sree | 


{(:128:) - 

' = * Secondly, Metaphyſics amuſes us - with meer 4b- 

frat dens, whillt'the Love of Taman, purs 

us in a ſenſible Poſſeſſion of a Real, not Ideal 4b: 

ftraf} of all the Beautys and Perte&tions of every 

. "Being on this fide of the Frernal. The Contem- 

- Plation.of whom, with the Created. Spirits makes 

. Up Pneumatology; but we wander in too uncertain 

a Path, in our Contemplation of theſe latter, to 

arrive. at ſatisfaction $ for Fancy there directs 'our | 

ſteps more, than Fudgment built ;on Right Reaſon, || 

and Evidence. And therefore that part cannot 

_ -be««comparable to; that of the Love of (Uo: 

__ «man ,, which-gives/ us by the moſt prevailing 

. way, the Senſes; a proof of the Exiſtence of Spi- 

- Fits, if not diſtifid&..from, yer of a purer Make, 

_-thaneven the refin'd-Body of. Woman ; for what 

. Lover is there-that does not feel, perfedcy. tee! 

- fome unſeen Spiriis:darted from the bright Eyes of 

the fair onz he aderes, which have a-ſenſible in- 

. fluence-on him, tho he touch her not ; and theſe 

. are-Spiits that cigar, not ſhock our Natures, as 
«thoſe other Fantoms do. - Ticket | 


+ .-'Then for-the Contemplationof rhe SuPpream 

= -Bretirg, che be't Philolophets:form an Idea ot: 

© him by his Findrias: Works, of which what can 

| __«givea fairer! anige:of him; than TCiamany, the 
molt Beactiful; Good; and Compathonate being 
of-the Univerſe? Which made St. Auſtin compare 
God :o a fine Wo-nan viewing her own?erfe&tion 
in 2 Glaſs. *Tisrrue that the Admirable Order, 

_+andOcconomy of the Ceeleftial Bodyethelrfojory 
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- and Light diſcover apparent Foot ſteps of the 


| IntroduRion to the Contemplation of that Jeue : 
we are forc'd thereto run through objeds diſtinet, 
and yarious in their Forms and Beauty, as well as 
vaſtly diſtant in their ſituation, which all contri- 
butes ro the Contufion 'and Imperfe&ion of the 


it contkadts and calls home all our Fandrivg Wiſhes 


1 
Ml | 
1 
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Eternal Mind: theſe ſhew us a powerful and a 


' wiſe Being, but nothing has a ſhare of his belt ateri- 
- bute of Goodnef, but the beſt part of Man, #e- 
man, his own Image. - Beſides, the Confiderati- 
on of the Univerſe is as I may fay a voluminoys 


Image they preſent of the Power and Wiſdom; of 
God; and the Adminiſtration of Humane Attairs 
is a too tedions, as well as a too controverted ar- 
gument of his Goodneſs. But TUoman gives 


| bs at once a Beautiful and more Compendious 
' -Proſpe&t of his Power, Wiſdom and Gooameſs ; for 


as. Pliny ſays, never are the works of Nature fo 


-admirable as in'ſmall things, and Women is-the 
Minature draught of all his Attributes that are 


communicable to his Creatures; for in one fire 
Coman we may read the legible Characters 
of an Almighty Hand. From whom alſo had I 


time and yoom, I cou'd draw the knowledge of 
the Moral Atcributes of the firſt Cauſe. 


'Lafth, Echicrteach us the Rules and Preſcripts 


.Of Virtue, to ſecure us from thoſe-Inquietudes, the 


Criminal and Vicious Experience, but this' is on- 
ly. tubſervient to, and prepares us for the icy 
ment of CUoman,in a more perfe& Degree; for 


and. 
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and our” looſe Deſires, ot dire&s them all to one. 
, which like the Sun-beams contracted in- 
to burning Glaſs, muſt be of far greater Force, 
and by: conſequence, give a greater and more 
_ exalted Reliſh of Delight » than when ſcatter'd 
and diffipated, -f 


1 iT Eehjes only as. te Mid a2 ws 
knowledge of Vertue , without | having power 
to influence us to. the embracing of it, for there 


fy, a great many that with Lcamch in Ovid may 
7 


i, ——m—Pides ET TA. probogy 
 Deteriora ſequor- — 


but Woman can effe& what Philoſophy is impo- 
tent in; for whilſt-that propoſes the meer unac- 
tive Theory, the Love of Woman reduces it 
to Practice, for when that is neceflary to pleaſe 
her a Man loves, all the Facultys of the Soul u- 

nite to effe& the noble Work. 


"Tis methinks fuch an Ginn of the #/ 
Cauſe to run down that Sex, which Heaven has 
made choice of to imparttoſa large a ſhare, in gi- 
 yiog Immortality to Humane Race by the propa- 
gation of our kind, that they deſerve not to talte 
_ that Pleaſure that is foin* d to ſo mighty a work. 
The greateſ® Pleaſure in the nobles 47 xArY the di- 


our þ Creervres:(Qonnan... oy 
But 


\ , 


:Caqy 3 


» 


' But whether Philoſophy or Woman have the right 
of Precedence, *tis certain they both afford us a 
* Noble and apreeable Pleaſure, without one or both, 
ot which we can never be truly happy. But yer 
by the Nil admirari of Horace, they are thrown - 
_ alide; for the cutting off Admiration, deprives us - 
of all Pleaſure in either, that in both being built 
'on Admiration. And indeed, this paſſage ſeems 
to aim at a Stzpid, and Pyrrbonian Indifference, or 
Indijturbance and Inſenſibihity, which can no more 
be arriy*d at, than *tis to be defir'd. 

But:;perhaps:I miſtake: theifenſe: of Horace; who - 
_.it may be,isofily againſt that variable. and*'waver- 
ing Admiration ,, that. is' the "Mother. .of 'Ten 
"Thouſand fruitleſs Inquietudes and Troubles, by 
generating too namerous a Progeny of 'reſtleſs 

Defiresfor-ev'ry-obje that:prefents it felf. "This 
'I-confeſs'isfo far at) :Enemy .to Happineſs,.as *tis 
to Conſtancy and Reſolution its fate-guard, and 
-which-are-10:2minently conſpicuous 'in'yon- gc. 
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e.17- Line. 3. - read thus, p.18.1. x vw r.- bis, pi 26, 
- 8; dele the 3s that, Þ+ Br. pon r. tho\, 1 hy 
r. he does add raſfbly or me. 

« Tours, &c, 1. 1. P: 45 Ad p3uY 

TI" l.2. x. and.p; 50.1; 13. add the 

wk P- $S-1. 19. dele MW. p. 66. L rx, xr 
P. [ Y # YG 4s 83. 4 ht” 1a P-*56: 1. Fo 
'Þ. Izs, I. 9. re Wreck, TH - "a5 . 


"There a are many falſe Points 4 hg . 
Fd and Comma's, and ſome Faults 
na _ ]-— which the Reader is {defir'd to excuſe 
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